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TO THE 

Generous and candid PUBLIC^ 

THE Authorefs has prefunaied 
to appeal^ foliciting their 
regard to the following Sheets, 
which are laid before them from a- 
motive of fupporting with efteem, 
and regaining to Matrimony its' 
original liberty, clearing it from' 
the difgracc of polite, fafliionable, 
and avaricious pollutions, with* 
which it has (not from con^fenti 
but violence) been ftaincd^^and 
the pppreflive formalities^ ihackles 
and chains^ that a partial legifla- 
ture had impolitically loaded it^ 
with;- rcftoring it to its andent 
primitive companions, Prudence> 
AScSkwiiy and Love, which -only 
a^3^. cafti 
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can render it ufeful to a ftate, a 
bleffing to individuals^ and worthy 
a public care. And though Mar- 
riage is not requiiite for continued 
population, . as our beneficial dif- 
<;overies of the Falkland Iflaod* 
fcems to prove, yet it is pofitively 
cffential to the well-being, happi-^ 
nefs, ftrength and unanimity of 
mankind.-— If this attempt fhould 
moderately merit their regard, her 
i!/iihes will meet with their fullefl: 
cxpeiftation— but if, on the con- 
trary, unworthy their cftecm, the 
cenfure will be fubmittcd to with 
perfedl refignation, concluding it 
jufl, as £he has ever obfervcd the 
determination of that Tribunal 
founded in impartial juiiice aad 
tri^th, 

PRE- 
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TH E following Work was 
received by the Publifher 
without any Preface, who, ob- 
ferving Marriage to be the fubje<3: 
of alnioft every page, which, tho* 
frequently prad:ifcd, is very little 
underilood ;; and bimftlf being aa 
entire ftranger to the affair, con- 
cluded it would be as agreeable to 
the reader, as himfelf, to introduce 
adiicourfc on that head — He thpfc- 
fore applied to fevcral learned anr* 
tiq^uarians, who all acknowledged 
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their want of power to undertake 
the arduous tafk— but fortunately, 
communicating his wants to a 
country gentleman of plain, folid 
abilities, he favoured him with the 
following remarks : — That he had 
traced back into the early ages of 
Chriftianity, where he found Ma-^ 
trimony treated as a facrament of 
the utmoft confcquencc to man- 
kinds but obferved, that the prieft- 
hood who ftrongly recommended 
it to others, had abfolutely refufed' 
the bleffing themfelves*— But the 
difturbing condufl: of thofe pious 
rakes foon brought about a reli-- 
gious reformation^ where reafon- 
and fitnefs taking place, the clergy 
were admonifhed^ to Marriage^ 

' whofc- 
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whoie families, in general, Toon be^ 
came a numerous and ufeful orna^ 
ment to the ftate, agreeable to tbjs; 
precepts of Chriftianity, which had 
sdwajps' urged it as^ a ncceiib'y obli- 
gatibii to thofe whom Nature had 
iR^rmed for its life, determiaing^ 
the tye perpetual d^ing Kfc, pro- 
hibkiag its diffolutfioii by maa.— »' 
But bur wifer L ■ t ures have, 
\^th other libertines, treated the 
injundKon- as a farce,' and confirnt 
or diifolve it at pleafure; and, in-* 
ftead of confidering it as a political 
good, have, by every diabolical 
method, rendered it even amon^ 
the lower clafs a load and a curfe, 
confidering the increafc of man- 
kind as a check to their arbitrary 

flrides. 
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ftridesy depopulatihg-and hurrying 
ifae ftate to mifcty^ ddlruAionj. 
and ruin*. 

;i^ ■ . . • .;;. - . -.■■..;■; 

. Beipg diflatis£ed with this oh^it^ 
of enquiry, he returned to its pri-:^ 
mitive fource^ where he found 
Marriage infti(iitedb)i[ thediviiiiiyr 
between petfons whom: he, had 
with, infinite wifdom created wiiLK 
difSbrent wants^. and with inclinai* 
tions compelling them, to a- £uit9> 
able union». 

< Thi6 firft deiire is* what is called. 
J^ove,^ and leads to the increafeof 
the fpecies ;, but as the oiEsprip^. 
requires confide rable time, labour^ 
and care, in ita nurture and growth,, 
other qialities arjc required, as 

gcrfe*. 
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CO dired anrd [^ovide $ tfae^'wanticf 
^hich wilhrooii.>place the mind ki 
a flate of difappbintment, and firft 
'difr«gard^'h6)»'fa|rt#ed>ind dbfeon- 

\ The fmutual de0re is always 
)fafficiently evident to the pailions, 
hat the perception of the other 
^qualities depends upon the exer- 
itibn of the underftanding, and are 
only to be difcovered by inquiry* 
In ihortf the Jirft incentive to 
^Marriage muft Ijte perfeftly free, 
and i^ always requifite to render 
^e ftate happy «— Therefore Mar-* 
triage^ incited by prudence as the 
;£rft regard, will be a flate of 
^di£RM«IEW% at beft«»>-'Marriagc^ 
-^^ Vt; incited 
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incited liy love, ineithcmt pmdeno^ 
jini.y he happy; or ioiferable by 
fclmncfe^—- (Bat Kferriaget iiKitedl^ 
:A9^e; .and enteredr into vdthpruH 
4^ae(f^ is. ^c JbAppieft fittiatioa vm 
can hope to subtAin fl:mHdii8 &is 
eternity^ and wHl be produdive 
^f «very bldiSag and good. 
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THE 

NEWS-PAPER WEDDING. 

IT is preftimcd that every allowance 
will be made for, and every indul- 
gence granted to, a Fenule, who 
endeavours to entertain the public 
with a narrative of as extraordinary 
a circumftance as hath been lately 
fubmitted to its confideration. — The 
Hiftory of modern Gallantry may be 
tolerably well known -, — but the hif- 
tory oifuch Gallantry as iBsy^ found 
in the following pages hith never yet 
engaged the attention of the public. 
B It 
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It will be needlefs to attempt au- 
thenticating the contents of thefe vo- 
lumes — they authenticate themfelvej 
—the Original Letters, which are lefi 
with |he Publiflier, will convince the 
moft incredulous that this kingdon: 
abounds in charaders, which, while 
they are proper fubjetSls of pity them- 
felvcs, may be the innocent caufe oi 
mirth in others. 

To apologize, therefore, for thij 
publication, would be as abfurd as il 
is needlefs. — Indeed the apology (wen 
it wanted) is already made. — It cod 
four (hillings in the Middlefex Journal 
and three fhillings in the Daify Al 
vertifer. 

] 
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In the latter paper of ■ " the 
30th of July, 1772, appeared the fol- 
lowing advertifement. 

MaAriaoe, a ferious prtfpofal. A 
Udy who has a real fortune of ^^400®. 
and ^40. per annum Souch-Sea Annui- 
tieS) who about two years ago loft a 
worthy hufbadd, is again difpofed to 
tnter into the married ftate, if flie 
can find a man to her n^d. She is 
on terms of the ftfideft honour, and 
expeSi's hohouf abli^ and candid treat- 
ment; and that the m6ft profound fe- 
crecy will be obferved. Any perfon 
<rf credit and charafter, whether in or 
"Wt of trade, may ^ddrefs a lind to 
£. S. to be k& at Mr. Riley's, book- 
fcUer, in Curzon*ftreet, May Fair, 
/ B 2 and 
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and a fpcedy anfwer will be fent. — No 
objedion to a country life. 

The advertifement above recited 
produced a number of letters, the very 
beft and the very worft of which will 
be given in the courfe of this narra- 
tive; — but as the letters received in 
confequence of this advertifement were 
not thought fufficient to ftretch this 
ftory to a proper length, the fingle 
gentlemen of the age were addrefled 
in the Daily Advertiferof the ' > 
following •, and the communicative fa- 
vours confequent on both advertife- 
ments produced . th,e Farrago^ \vhi^h 
Ihall, without farther apology, be 
fpread on the literary table» for the 
entertainment of the public.- 

LET- 
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LETTER I. 

Sunday Evenitig Jufy 
the i^tb 1772 
MADAM,. 

PERUSING the Middlefex Jour- 
nal this morning Saw an Adver- 
tifement, Addreft to any Agreeable 
pcrfon Incline'd to Matrimony Either 
in or out of Trade — I am a perfon In 
trade and have Brought up a Family, 
and have four daughters three of 
which are provided for, and the fourth 
is at prefant my Houfekeeper, an 
Agreeable SDber Modcft Young wo- 
man but Seems Rather Incline'd to 
take her Chance in the world then 
B 3 Con- 
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Continue at home, which makes me 
think of -Altering my Condition If I 
Lite of an Agreeable Companion for 
Life Where there is not two Much 
Difparity in Years, as I Should not 
C^h^o^ ta Engage with any perfoni 
who 13 Under forty Years of Age — I 
have a Very Neat Dwelling of my 
Owrs and Some &RaU Matter -Yearly 
befido, my Tra<^ and ai I Keep a 
horfe and Chaiie ck) it Meerly for tlk4 
Sake of an Agreeable ConF^panion, t(J 
Spend the Remainder of My days in 
Eafe and Comfort — If you think this: 
Epiftle Agreeable, and Appointing 
ilny proper place for an interview By 
Direfting a Line to J S»P to be left 
at the Crane Inn in Edgware (hall 
be Waited on at the time and place 

Appointed 
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Appointed By Madam Your Unknown 
Humble Servant 

JS 

.PS The Poft Com«» to EdgwaM 
Wednefdajfs. Frydaj^ and Sundays 



IN confcqucnce of the receipt of 
this letter, I, by the favour of a lady 
of my acquaintance at Edgware, made 
enquiry into the charafter and cir- 
cumftances of the writer ; and finding 
that he had given a faithful narrative 
of fafts, I fpared him the mortifica- 
tion of an anfvver, which could only 
have produced an eclairciflement in 
no degree propitious to his.wifhes. 

B 4 My 
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My fecond correfpondent appeared 
tabe a clergyman, and as he wrote 
like a gentleman, I endeavoured to 
treat him as fuch. His letter is con- 
ceived b the following terms i 



L E T^ 
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LETTER IL 

MADAM, 

FROM the tenour of your Ad- 
drefs, one is authoris'd to fup- 
pofe you in earneft, and that you are 
actuated by the principles of honour 
and integrity.. Upon this prefump- 
tion I commence your correfpondent,. 
and if agreeable, (houid be glad of 
the Favour of aa Interview. No 
doubt but you will rejceive various 
applications in confequence of youc 
public Addrefs, and probayy from 
perfons of exbaufted circumftances as 
well as of ruin'd conftitutions. I am 
of a different complexion and guided 
B 5, by 
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by different motives; — motives that 
fhall convince you of the Gentleman 
and the Scholar. Tho* your Fortune 
is confiderable and genteel; yet that 
does, not weigh as a primary confidera- 
tion with me. An engaging Perfon. 
a liberal Mind and an affable Difpo. 
fition are in my Eftitnation the mofl 
effential qualifications ; and there i* 
no room to fuppofe at prefent that 
you are devoid of thefe. I refide ir 
the retirement of the Country, which 
renders an agreeable companion the 
more defirable ; and tho' at no greai 
diftance from Town, yet I feldonr 
come there but on z Sunday when mj 
engagements call me. Thefe Parri- 
culars mull fuffice as an introduftfor 
for an interview ; — or were I to be 
more explicit, perhaps you wouk 

' condemr 
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condemn my prudence. However, 
if Sunday next at one o'clock (the Wea- 
ther proving favourable) will^fuit you 
to walk in the grove near the Ran- 
ger's houfc in the Green Park, you 
may depend on meeting the Writer 
drefs'd in fecond mourning and his 
own hair, and who will treat your 
Wilhes and Pretenfions with all the 
honour, candour and Secrcfy which 
yoru yourfelf can poflibly wilh or ex- 
ped. And you will be able to judge 
from an interview and a little conver-^ 
fetiojQ whether you can difcover any 
Traces of a Man to y^ur Mind. — la 
cafe this propoHil fails of meeting 
with your approbation, die Principal 
Efilies on your Promile of aa Anfwer 
and your objeftions,, to be Uk at thoi 
B 6 Gvem 
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Green Park Coffee boufey Piccadilly 
for, Madam, 

Your moft obedient and 

devoted humble Servant 

J— J- 

T^uejday July 21. 1772. 



71 



t N confequence of the receipt of 
|his letter I did really walk in the 
grove near the Ranger*s houfe in the 
Green park at the time requeftcd; 
when I faw a puppy of a prieft fo 
like the defcription given me of the 
Brentford Hypocrite^ that I had no 
doubt but I had made a conqueft of 
this firft'horn of Lucifer : — but, un- 
Ambitious as I was of becoming a 
pfeudo-patriotic wife, I left the Ma- 
caroni 
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farm A Ktcl out of town If it Is agrc- 
bel toyouandther Is No on man apon 
Erch Shall make you bapejr as 1 wUk 
1 should Tak it as a. grqt Plesher to- 
see your der* felf aney evning This 
week Exseptin friday aitd Satarday I 
ham a: trcdsmaa Bred and Born If you: 
will Pies for tx) s«ttd. me a line Dcrctft 
It to be hft at the Red lyon market 
Ian St James market for J G and I 
will meet you wei. ever yoti pies and 
fou wilh afadige yt!iur humble san^ants J 
jihgufi the ^th '77^ ' ■' 



WILL the reader fuppofe J could" 
enter into a treaty with the writer of 
this letter? — moft certainly I did — 
and the hi (lory of our amours fliall 
be faithfully given to the public. — 

From; 
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From the contents of this letter I was: 
convinced that the bufinelsof a gra- 
zier was a very gainful one- — I had 
read much in the papers of the ex- 
travagant price of provlfions, and the 
extortion of a fet of wretches who- 
live in dirty fpkndor by the moft un-^^ 
warrantable advance of the neceflaries- 
of life; and indeed my own experience- 
had told me that a moderate fortune, 
which, a few years fiace,. would ena- 
ble a perfon to live in a decent man- 
ner^ would, of late,, but jufL permit 
her to exift, with few only of thofe 
gratificati©ns to which (he had been 
fcrmerly accuftomed. , 

I fent 
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I fcnt a letter to J, G.* and re- 
queftcd the honour of his company 
at my lodgings. — He was punftual 
to the appomtment— My maid-fervant^ 
at my exprefs defire, was prefent-— 
What pafled during this tete-a-teU 
fhall be fairly laid before the reader^ 
— My lover, a moft unwieldy animal 
of about forty years of age, entered 
the room with a majeltic flride, whicb 
would not have ill became one of thofc 
oxen which he wifhed to purchafe 
with my money. — He was drefled, 
a la m$de de Smithfieldy in a fuftian 
fiock, flannel waiftcoat, greafy lea- 
ther breeches, dirty boots, and a blue 

apron : 

• This correfpondent had fjgned his name 
at length; Imt it is erafed in the copy Utk 
with, the publiiher. 
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apron : nor had he even forgot the 
flapped hat, and the Tyburn-topped 
wig.— -To Ao him juftice he was a 
fine jolly ruby-iaced beaft.— Having 
4efirtd my gentleman ta be fjeated, I 
begged the honour of his cocnmamls 
•i^tfe told me, very freely, that h« 
widied to eotmMnd my peFfon and fer- 
tiMie.*-^! thafiked himfor the intended 
tonopttmen^ % told him that t»arriag^ 
was a vwy fcrious bufine&, and beg^ 
ged him to exptair> td-me as much of 
the nature of his profeffion as would 
enable me to form a judgment of the 
advantage that might be made by the 
employment of the little fum af mo-^ 
ney in my poffeflion.-— After a few 
awkward apologies he told his tale, 
in fubftance as follows :— " Why you 
^ niuft know, Madani, that there be 

^^ twa 
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" two ways of getting money ,m my 
" branch of bufincfs.-^Thc firft. is 
•' by caking a grafing-farm near Lcm- 
** don, wier&rf we are paid fa cr 
^ Jit much $L heail for cattJe- that be 
^- left ia bur car«* Now you cnuft 
^ kttOi«? Aat there h a mortal dctA of 
^ money to-be picked up in thu way^^ 
^ for ^thcn^y^r dieic » a bavging 
^^ nurAii ist Smithfiddv therc be at- 
*-* W4y^ a WflTif ^ mh^ifid «?» r^djr to 
^ biy.^Why n^ag^ iMf I Jof it 
^ tlmt fiiosH^M fisff ity I could^ nxany 
" a time and oftcn^ have bought a 
*• fcore Iheep for.mDe or ten (hilHng* 
^< a he^d 5 tbat with tea days gracing 
*' woi^: have/<?ag'^/ ftom twentf ta 
^ a moidnr^ when- the market was 
^ •br^'^^^J[\d is^nttKis. f living profit 
' -'? " madam? 
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•* madam ?** — I own'd that I thought 
it was, and defireJ him to proceed" 
— " Why then, madam, (faid mjr 
lover) ** I believe^ I can tell you of 
" a furer way to make a fortune tharr 
•* this, but that is with the provifo 
*' one had a couple of thotifa'nds in 
" hand to play with. -You muft 
*' know (continued he) that there is a 
^i little club of three orfotrr falefmen, 
" warm olddogs^ that meet every Sun- 
*' day night at the Crofs Keys in 
** Smithfield^ near Long-lane^ where 
** they fetde ail how and about it for 
«' Monday's market.. If a great flock 
** of beafts con>e to- markci (which 
•* is the cafe twice in three times the 
** year round) they take care that their 
** friends fhall bu^thcm up at a low 

" price^ 
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*' price. — Thefe beafts are then fent 
^* to the gracing farms, and brought 
*' to town a few at a tin^e, to be fold 
** when the markets run high -, and 
" the difference between a high and 
*' low market is very often twenty, 
•* and fometimes five and twenty per 
" cent. — ^The money gained by the 
** felling of thefe beafts is fnack'd be- 
" tween the falefjiien and their friends. 
'' — ^Now, madam, what I wai)t is to 
** be one of their friends — you take 

** me, madam?" " O, yes, fir, I 

"*' comprehend you perfedly well — 
" but you may be affured that no part 
** of my little fortune (hall be applied 
*• to the iniquitous purpofe of raifmg 
•* the price of the neceffaries of life, 
** which are already beyond the reach 
^* erf millions of his Maj«fl:y*s mod; 

" ufeful 
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** ufeful fubjefts, the manirfadluring 
** and labouring people of this king-. 
" dom— and fo, Sir, your very hum- 
** ble fervant,"— On faying this I left 
the room, having gave the wink to the 
maid to (hew my bullock-driver to the 
door ; and I have not heard of him 
fince. 

My next lover, as appears by his 
letter, is a young country tradcfman. 



-9- 
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LETTER IV. 

Sheffield, 2ifi Jufy 1772/ 

MADAM, 

SE I N G your Advertifemetit-irr the 
Middlefex Journal and prompted 
by the rribft honourable motives and 
fincereft veneration for the State of 
Marriage, tho' young, I prefume to 
addrefs you •, In the firft place then, 
you mention your having a fortune of 
j£'40oo, &c. this the' not indifpenfibly 
neceflary to render the marriage State 
happy is yet a very good ingredient, 
yet there are other things to be confi- 
dered befides this, as Age, agreeable- 

nefe 
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ncfs of temper &c. which will natu- 
rally fall in hereafter. You fee by this 
Madam that I would enter cautioufly 
into it thereby to make our union more 
happy; I fhall now give you a few 
Particulars of myfelf, which if they 
meet with your Approbation, fliall be 
very happy in receiving your Anfwer, 
you will fee by this Letter that ray 
Abode is far from the Hurry of Lon- 
don, but yet not retired, as it is a 
place of brifk trade in which I am 
concerned and Inhabited by fociable, 
agreable people, and has variety of police 
Amufements, as to fortune I am pof- 
fcffed of little more than £^1000 — 
which Sum alone, I by Induftry could 
make do very well, my perfon, no- 
thing very remarkable for beauty or 
its Contrary, my age, turned of 21. 
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If By thefe few Hints you can draw^ 
any conclufion in my favour, lb as to 
think me worthy of an Anfwer, and 
ihould the thing take place, you may 
be aifured you will not do any unwor-- 
thy thing. As I Ihall make it the whole 
Study of my Life, to make her happy, 
who (hall favour me with her hand and 
Heart, I am madam with the pro-, 
founded refpeft 

Your moil devoted hble fervant 

S. R. 

P. S. Pleafc to dired to S, R. 
Sheffield. 



As I thought it quite unneceffary 

to go fo far as Sheffield for a hufband, 

C I did 
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X did not tnfwer this corrcfpondent's 
ktter.— I acknowledge my deficiency 
in point of good maoQers, and hope 
he will accept this public apology in 
fidl of all demands-. 



The fifth letter which I received 
has a fimplicity in it which pleafed 
me. It is conceived in the following 
terms. 



W 
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LETTER V. 

MADAM, 
T Will fuppofe your good fcnfe will 
excufe the roughnefs of my ftilc, 
being a Stranger to the nonfenfe us'd 
on thcfe fubjeds. I have been a Wi- 
dower thefe eight years, I am poflcs'd 
of one hundred a year. Teach the 
Harpfichord and the French Lan- 
guage. I write this in one of my own 
Houfes where I have refided thefe 
Sixteen Years 

If 1 approve of your Pcrfon and 

Charafter your Fortune fhall be fettled 

C 2 on 
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on your Self. An anfwer to this will 
greatly oblige your humble Servant. 

J.R. 

Direft for me at my Houfe No. — 
N — D — Street near G Square 

Juif 26. 



I KNEW the writer of this letter 
well, though be could have no know- 
ledge of the advertifer. I had no kind 
of objeftion to his charadter or circum- 
ftances, but a moft infuperablc aver- 
fion to his pcrfon. Thefe reafons (if 
I had had no other) would have 
induced me to anfwer his letter in the 
following terms. 

SIR, 
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"SIR, 
*' I WILL fuppofe your good fenfe 
will cxcufe the freedom I have taken 
in advcrtifing for a hufband — my 
views in fo doing were partly ludi- 
crous, partly ferious. — I own I wiflied 
to fee what a motley croud of lovers an 
advertifenient would produce ; — but 
at the fame time I confefs I had no ob- 
jeftion to an honourable union with a 
worthy man, provided his age, perfon, 
and fortune were not very difpropor- 
tionate to my own. — ^You will pardon 
me, Sir, but this is far from being the 
cafe between you and me — your for- 
tune I certainly could have no objec- 
tion to — but your figure does not 
ftrike me in an agreeable manner, and 
in age, I believe, you have the advan- 
C 3 tag^ 
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tage of me by at lead twenty years.— 
You may remember. Sir, when you 
taught the ufe of the harplichord to 

Mifs , who Is now the widow of 

, Efq. of North Wales/^ 

" I am, Sir, with all proper refpe6t 
for my old mafter, your obedient 
humble fervant. 

E. s: 



My next admirer enclofed a card 
containing the following lines. 



LET. 
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L E T T E R , VI. 

A GENTLEMAN of Honor and 
Charafter poffeffed of a Place 
under the Government of confiderable 
Rank abroad, will' be glad to treat 
with E. S- on the Subject of her Ad- 
vertifement. A line diredled to Z at 
the .Church ftreet Coffee houfe St. 
Ann's Soho will be pun(fluaily and 
particularly attended to. 

7'uefday evening 



I HAD no fooncr call my eye on 
this paper than I recognized the hand- 
writing of a very worthy gentleman, 
C 4 a firft 
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a firft coufiji of mine, one whom 1 had 
long efteemcd as a friend, and reve- 
renced as a man of courage, honour 
and abilities. — Yet, neverthelefs, there 
was fomething about him I could not 
like in a hufband — in a word,' he was 
not the man to my mind. — I thought it 
prudent not to anfwer this letter ; and 
the writer of it having fince left the 
kingdom, I flatter myfelf this anec- 
dote will never come to his know- 
ledge :• — if it fhould, however, I ani 
confoled ; — if he blames me for adver- 
tifing for a hufband, I fliall la,ugh at 
him for replying to the advertiler. 

Now, gentle reader, will I intro- 
duce thee to one of my outlandijlo ad- 
mirers — for I have more than one in 
my lift. 

LET- 
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LETTER Vir. 

MADAM, 

YOUR Modest advertysement 
geevs me the Liberty, to Waith 
on you, j never Was Maried and 
Want nothing but a gqod Partener, 
j am a forigner not Frenchman nor 
Itallien, nor German, do not bee a- 
fraid for that j am not too old nor to 
young, depend on my tendernes be 
kind enougf to leeve a line at the 
Same Place Where I ftia'll not fail to 
give Many bounds for a good Carak- 
ter. Ma^am, j am yours 

S. F. 
Landon 28 July 1772. 

C 5 IN 
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IN anfwer to this letter I left the 
following card, in the hope that it 
might produce fome diverfion. 

^^ E. S. prefents her compliments to 
S. F. will be at Vauxhall on Saturday 
evening, and will feat herfelf under 
the orcheftra precifely at feven o'clock. 
She will be in company with two La- 
dies, and to prevent any difficulty in 
difcovcring her, fhe will drefs herfelf 
in the habit of a Quaker, while her 
companions will be dreflcd in the prc- 
fcnt falhionable tafte." 

Having engaged two married ladies 
of my acquaintance to honor me with^ 
their company, we took coach for 
Vauxhall, at the gate of which we ob- 
fcrvcd a man who regarded every lady 

that 
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that went in with looks of the mofl: 
eager attention. We fat a few mi- 
nutes in the coach to fatisfy our curio* 
fity, and then proceeded to the gate 
of the garden : but it is impofllble to 
paint the looks of my lover when he 
^ firft beheld us ! — His face, the origi-. 
nal colour of which was inclining to 
the nutmeg, became alternately as red 
as fcarlet, and as pale as a whited 
wall ; his hands trembled-^his knees 
fliook violently, his teeth rattled, and 
large drops of fweat trickled down his 
face.— At that moment I own I kit 
great pain. — Why, faid I to myfelf, 
fliould I trifle with the paflTions of this 
man?— What has he done to injure 
me, that I ftiould put him to this 
extreme of torture? — I repented of 
• C 6 my 
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my frolic, and wilhed myfelf athome j 
but I had gone too far to recede. — We 
haftened into the gardens, and took 
our feats uncjer the orcheftra, keeping 
our eyes ftedfaftly fixed on the gates, 
. to obferve when our hero would make 
his appearance. — It was full a quarter 
of an hour before he could fummoa 
courage to come in at all 5 aiid when he 
did enter he went inftantly to the bar, 
and drank a very large bumper of 
fome kind of liquor. — Thus fortified, 
he advanced with a very flow and fo- 
lemn pace towards the orcheftra, with 
his arms wrapped over his breaft, and 
his eyes fteadily fixed on the ground—* 
feveral times did he flop fhort, and 
fcemed, by the motion of his lips, to 
be meditating what he fliould fay. — 

At 
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At length he aflumed a free and cafy 
air, advanced at a moderate pace, and 
having reached our box, made a very 
refpeftful bow, and afked if he might 
have the honour to fit down. 

One of my companions replied — 
" Certainly Sir — this is a public gar- 
•' den, and you have as much a right 
** to be feated as we have." 

He again bowed, and took his feat; 
— A filence of fome minutes having 
cnfued, I propofed to one of my com- 
panions that we might walk ; for I 
was extremely uneafy, and anxious to 
put an end to this ftrange adventure. — 
This propofal produced the efFeft I in- 
tended by it — my poor lover could 
hold no longer — but eagerly afked me 

if 



[ 38 J 
if I did not know the reafon of his re- 
queuing a feat in that box. — I feigned 
the utmoft furprize at his queftion, 
and declared that I did not know him 
— ." Poffibly/ Madam," replied h^ 
" but I know you" — " Are not tlie 
" initial letters of your name E. S.. ?"• •• 
I anfwered, and with .great truth, in 
the negative ; for I had not advertifed 
the real inititals of my name. — My 
hero was now thunder-ftruck, and 
turning partly from us, exclaimed^ 
with great vehemence, in the French, 
language. '^ Good Heavens, of what 
" infamous fcoundrel have I been made 
" the dupe !" — but, inftantly recollect- 
ing himfelf, he turned about, begged 
my pardqn for his rudenefs, as he 
termed it, — apologized politely to my 
companions, and took his leave. 

We 
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We now took feveral turns in the 
gardens, and I own I never felt my 
heart lighter in my life, from tHc con^ 
fidcration of having got ild of this dit 
agreeable bulinefs. 

But this Vauxhall appointment pro- 
duced a confequence which I dare fay 
will aftonifh the reader as much as it 
has done me: — a confequence, how- 
ever, that has made me ample amends 
for the pain I felt at the time, and has 
not kfs rewarded the polite foreigner, 
for the anxieties he endured on my ac- 
count.-^I will recite the ftory in few 
words. 

When we had fauntered about 
twenty minutes, we obferved three bin 

dies 
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dies enter the gardens, and walk very 
hallily towards the orcheftra, as if they 
were too late for fome appointment 
th«y had made. They were all young 
and agreeable women ; and one of 
them apparently a country lady, was 
dreffed in all the elegant fimplicity of 
the politer Quakers. — They took their 
feats under the orcheftra, in the very 
next box to that in which we had been 
fittinjg. — Our curiofity was now exci- 
ted to fee what would be the confe- 
quence if my foreigner fhould fee 
them. We heartily wifhed for his ap- 
pearance, and fat down in the box 
which we had lately quitted — in a few 
minutes he came that way, and pb- 
ferying how the next box was filled, I 
prefume he now thought he h^d found 
his woman — upon which, with much 

lefs 
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Icfs cmbarraflment than be had before 
experienced, he afked the youn^ coun- 
try lady if fhe came there in expefta- 
tion of meeting with a gcntlemun — (he 
frankly owned that (he did — " Well 
" then. Madam," faid he, " I be- 
** lieve I am the perfon you expefted 
** tofee." — ^** Indeed, Sir, you are not 
** — I am waiting for my father"—-. 
The poor gentleman was aftoniftied i 
but, after a moment's paufe, he faid — 
" Pardon my freedom, Madam, but 
" are not the letters E. S. the initials 
" of your name ?"— " They are, Sir," 
replied the lady, foraewhac furprized 
— " Now, Madam," cried the gen- 
tleman, '* this myfterious affair will 
" be brought to light — Pray Ma'am, 
do you know that lady in the next box." 
— " Indeed, Sir, I do not."— Then ad- 

drelTing 
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drefling himfelf to me—" Pray Madam, 
" do you know this young lady ?'*— 
".Upon my word, Sir, I have not 
" that honour" — Mr, F. then taking 
a news-paper out of his pocket, turned 
to my advertifement, and afked if fhc 
had ever feen it — (he replied in the 
Tiegative, and declared her aftonifh- 
mcnt at his afking fuch a queftion. 

At this inftant Mr. S — , the young 
lady's father arrived, and having apo- 
logized to the company for ftaying be- 
yond the hour of his appointment,, 
took his feat. — A profound filence of 
about three minutes enfued, on which 
Mr. S. afked what made them fo feri- 
■ ous — his daughter burft into a fit of 
laughter, and recited what had pafled. 
— A dialogue now enfued between the 

two 
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two gefidcmen, in the courfc of 
which Mr. F. mentioned his being a 
Polifh gentleman of fortune, who hav- 
ing had a liberal education, and tra- 
yelled orer great part of Europe, had 
made himfelf a tolerable mafter of fe- 
reral languages*, that he had about 
two years ago fold his eftates, and 
left his own country, forefceing the* 
ekiamitics to which his unhappy bro- 
ther Poles (a& he called them, and 
wept) miift foonr be reduced through 
the avarice and ambition of three 
crowned heads, who could have no 
claim on Poland but what was founded 
in the turpitude of their hearts, and 
the felfifli bafcncfs of their views.— 
He faid he had chofen England for 
the place of his refidence, from a 

perfeft 
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perfetft veneration of the mildneft 
and equity of its laws, and the vtlj 
high opinion he had formed of the 
wifdom and virtue of its inhabitants; 
That he had, fince his arrival, afl3- 
duoufly ftudied the language of this 
country, and hoped in time to bc- 
conne a perfed Englifliman; having 
already entertained thoughts of ap-? 
plying for an aft of naturalization.— 
He farther informed us, that he had 
yet made but few connexions in Eng-. 
lan^, and had no acquaintance among 
the ladies; — that being ambitious of 
the efteem of fome worthy woman 
who might fhare his fortune in ho- 
nourable wedlock, he was ftruck with 
the advertifement in the paper he pro- 
duced, and wrote ananfwer to it; in 

con- 
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confequcnce of which he received a 
card, which had occafioned this unac- 
countable meeting. 

Having finifhed his narrative, he 
produced my card, to the aftonifli- 

ment of Mr. S ,. and the three 

ladies, who were not in the fecret. 

A dead filence of fome minutes 

now cnfued, till Mr. S , re- 

quelled we might all adjourn to fome 
convenient box, where we might re- 
gale ourfelves at leifure, at his ex- 
pence 5 for the old gentleman infifted 
that he would treat us— -for the joke's 
fake. 

No objeftion being made to this 
propo&l, wc retired to one of the 

moft 
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moftfnug boKes we could find, aed 
had as elegant a repaft as the place 

could afford. 

Fortunately there was but Uttlc 
company in the Gardens that evening, 
and none at all in the boxes adjoining 
to us — fo thai we had as agreeable a 
converfation as we could have had in 
a private family. 

We retired about twdvc o*dock, 
hut not before we had received a po- 
fitive injunftion from the foreign^- to 
dine at his apartments in ^Soho-fquare 
the following day. 

We accordingly met, and a very 
happy meeting it was.-^I thought I 
then difcovered, in the. looks («f Mifs 
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S — , an affeftion for the worthy 
ftranger ; and I am fure I obfcrved in 
h^s behaviour a fingular degree of 
rcfpeft and attention to her. — Certain 
it is, and flie has told me fo fifty timc$ 
fincc, that the fwect poifon had al- 
ready began to work in both their 
hearts* 

When the cloth was removed Mr. 
S—— addreffed his foreign friend, 
and told him, that fcrious confe- 
qucnces had often refulted from ap- 
parent trifles that his daughter's 

heart, as (he had that morning in- 
formed him, was wholly difengaged 
till the preceding evening — that flie 
had, with a fincerity that did her ho- 
nour, confeflfed that the adventure of 
that evening had caufed fome little 

emotions 
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emotions in her breaft ; — " And now, 

" Sir," continued tJR. S , " if 

" I was fure you could think as fa- 
** vourably of my Betfey, as I be- 
" lieve flic may in time be brought 
" to think of you, I fliall be glad of 
" the honour of your vifits — other- 
** wife, from motives of prudence 
•* and paternal tendernefs, I muft de- 
" cline the pleafure of your acquaint* 
** ance." 

The generous foreigner was enrap- 
tured at this declaration, and inftantly 
dropping on his knee, fcized the hand 

of Mifs S , which he kiflcd 

with ardor, and looking at her with 
a tendernefs that I am fure I fiiall 
never forget, cried, " Confirm, Ma- 
!* dam, for heaven's lake confirm, be- 

" for? 
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•^ fore this -good company, the happy 
^ tidingis whicjE" your father ha^ an- 
^ nounccd."— 

Mifsi s~— « looked ait her fkther 
#ith Hi tear m her eye— ^« Speak 
*♦ cltiia** eried the father—^** Speak 
** freely my child^ and eafe thy anxi- 
*• ous heart** — 



« Why then. Sir*' faidMifs, 
*< my papa and I ihall be always glad 
1* to fee you in Piccadilly^** 

Mr. F. thanked the young lady 
in the warmeft tnanher, and acknow- 
ledged his fenfe of her father's candid 
behaviour, in the j^oKteft terms. 
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I own this mcltingfccne brought tieari 
into my eyes — and the reader will be^ 
lieve, with me, that a courtfhip thus 
foi'tunately begun! could not be very- 
tedious in-ots continuance. — ^Suffice it 
to fay they were married at the expi- 
ration of five weeks, and are at this 
time, perhaps, as happy a couple as 
the kingdom can produce. — 



Mr. Fs fortune is about Sool. per 

annum Englilh money, and Mr. S 1 

gave his daughter 15,000/. 



I dare fay that by this time the rear 
der will have no objedtion to my pro- 
ceeding with my ^atfilo^ue of lovers. 

LET- 
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LETTER VIII. 

litb July 1772. 
MADAM 
T N Purfuance of your Advertife- 
■■" ment I have taken the Liberty of 
Writing to you upon the Subjeft And 
that honour and Secrefy which you 
Expcft (hall be moft inviolably Ob- 
ferved And confidering the Nature of 
your Situation in Life And to Avoid 
the leaft doubt that may Occur to you 
refpefting my Veracity it behooves me 
to give you that Candid Account of 
my Self which the prefent Occafion re- 
quires. I am a Young Man about 
25 Years of Age of Tome depenrfance 
and Connexion in Life of an Afimble 
D 2 and 
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and good Natured diipofition Capable 
of that Agreeable Conduft and beha* 
viour neceffarily tending to happinefi 
in a Marriage State not of a Roving 
Difppfition but inclined to Solidity and 
Regularity I am Cautious of faying 
more for fear of being thought Vain 
but fhair leave what remains to yoiir 
further confideratiori And as to my 
iuiinefs or rather profefllon it is that 
of the law. You may plainly perceive 
Madam this is pure Sentiment and 
Openefs of Mind no ways garnifhed 
with Superfluity of Words And for the 
truth of the above 1 can referr you to 
Ipeople of Character and reputation. 
It is needlcfs to trouble you further at 
prefent but am willing to Clear up 
every Matter you may require that 
is ia my Power upon an interview if 

you 
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you fliould think proper to honour mc 
with one. I am Madam Your Moft 
Obedient and very humble Servant to 
Command 

Pleafc to dirca for B. C. at the Virgi- 
xxia Coffce-hovfe, Ball-court, Cornhill. 



IF this gentleman had not told me 
he was a lawyer I fhould have known 
it, both by the hand-writing and the 
ftile of his letter — But I have a mortal 
antipathy to Lawyers of every rank 
and degree — I have fufficient reafon to 
know, that perfons of that profcflion, 
however plaufible their pretences, are, 
in general, the worft, and moft aban- 
doned of mankind — deftitute of ho- 
D 3 nour 
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L E T T E R IX» 

MADAM, 

TO your honeft and fm adv^rtife- 
ment I have omitted to pay aq 
immediate Regcurd, for other reafi^ni 
befides that of a forward impertinence. 
You will have numberlefs offers of fer- 
vice made you before now, fome of 
which may have proved pleafing to 
your own ideas of happinefs, and if fo 
I prefume not to expcft, much lefs to 
hope, that any thing I can fay will be 
worthy of your efteem •, neverthclefs 
it is my earned requeft that this Letter 

may 
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may not be thought whoUy below your 
notice. — I dare not urge your compli- 
ance wnh any thing that may prove 
contrary to your cng^genf\cfi|ji c^f |f9- 
nor ; but if thefe are not already abfo- 
lute, if yoiir heart is ftill your own, 
then I eameftly entree ypjyi to favor 
mc with an interview. 

Mat^ requifites are neeeffiury ta 
form the good Hi^and befides a fa^ 
ihio&able poUteneis-^Lov:e and friend* 
fliip, a bencvolenc di%oikioo, a fin* 
cere regard for your Sejc, and a gtm^* 
rous mind, are effemially neceflkry to 
eftablifli real fetkicy in the married 
Suie, and to conftitute a fubftantial 
Biffs. And, if you mean to conftilc 
y<iur perfonal Happinef^, % cannot 
D 5 then 
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n\ay not be thought wholly below your 
notice. — I dare not urge your compli- 
ance with any thing that may prove 
contrary to your engagements of Ho- 
nor-, but if thefe arc not already abfo- 
Inte, if your heart is ftill your own, 
* then 1 earneftly entreat you to favor 
me with an interview. 



i 



Many requifites are necei£u'y ^ 
form the good Hufband befidesju- 
/hionable politcn^fs— ^Love and fixa^ 
/hip, a benevolent di^fitioi^ ijfc. 
f cere regard for your Sex, zodsfm- 
rous mind, are eflentialJy mxAfto 
^tabliih real felicity 10 itmrkii 
StgL^9 ^nd CO conftitufiriiMiAriai 

ferve 
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tten believe that thefe fentiments will 
give you difguft ; but you alone are to 
judge how far your admirers may have 
a^claim W thele Virtues ; 

' Tomorrow and Friday — Saturday 
till 4 oK^lOck in the afternoon--— Sun- 
day after one o'Clock, Tuefday Thurf- 
day and Saturday, at any hour — I 
ihall be 'extremely glad to attend aiiy 
appointment with which you may be 
pleafcd to favor me. — To your com- 
mandS) to time and place, I will be 
exadly punctual ; and that every thing 
difagreeable to your felf may be a- 
voided, and to render a third Ferlbn 
unneceffary,^ I beg youMl be pleafed to 
defcribe your drefs to me, and alfa al* 
low me to fignify that I will come 

dreflcd 
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dreffed in light Blue Cloth and guilt 
buttons. 

You will find me the candid open 
Man, and fhajl be: referred to Perfons 
of real worth for my fituation and con- 
nedions in Life — you fhall befides 
find me folicitous to approve myfelf, 
with perfcdl. fidelity andEfteem, 

-'-' '• ■ MADAM; '^ 

your fincerc 

; mbft Humble; and 

.[ obedient Servant 

• BBL 

p. S. A card or Letter JireSed to -^ — 

wtil comefafe io hand, . Ipomife. to, oi-^ 

DC fervc 
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fine inviokNe feer^cyy^nd ettpeH it on 
your part. 



STRUCK with the good fenfe and 
decency of this Letter, I font a proper 
reply ; but I received no anfwer — My 
pride would not permit me to write 
twice, and thus ended the bufine{s.-~ 
Perhaps the writer of it never received 
my card, and may think of renewing 
his addrefs— but let me fave him that 
troublcr— I am honourably married in 
confequence of my advertifement ; 
and have found the man to my mind. 
The particulars which preceded my 
marriage will foon be related. 

I HAVE defi§nedly omitted Mr; 
B. B. L's addrefs, b^caqfe I would not 

give 
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give the leaft offence to a man of ho- 
our and politenefs. 



If my readers ftiould laugh as hear- 
tily as I have done on perufing the fol- 
lowing cunpMS epiftle, they will have 
reaibn to thank me for their mirth.— » 
laughter h f^d tQ prolong life — ^If 
this be the qafe I jfaould imagine Mn. 
Loney had noJ;^ing to do but to get 
m^nried^ for hotb bim and bis fppulib 
to live for ever ; fpr bis wife muft be; 
always laug[biiig tQ ^binfc what a hufr 
band JQbe had tak^; and he muft 
lai3^ ipcefiamly top wbea be cpnfv 
dfire4 (Hat any womM mvid be weak; 
CflWgh tp h»ve him« 

LET- 
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LETTER X. 

Dear E S. 

IF the utmoft good nature Friend- 
fhip and love may have any pene- 
tration on you 'tis without Oftentation 
imbibed in me, as fliall plainly appeal: 
from m.y Family and Conncftions and 
produce an unexceptionable Charafter 
and no Defparagcment to me was the 
Advertifement (with rega^rd to me) to 
have the defired EfFeft of a Romance 
I'm forry I gave myfelf the trouble, 
as I am fincere and Fortune Hunter 
nor want what you have, on the con- 
trary the ;^,4000 fhall be fettled on 

yourfelf 
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yourfclf and every thing elfe you de- 
fire I (hall acquielce with if your Ad- 
vertifement is not Jocular I am fin- 
cere and not alhamed to tell you my* 
Family which cannot proceed from 
low Degree, if I have an Uncle and 
Coulin in one Street and both keep 
their Coaches. I had a good Fortune 
once (fome more I fhall have) but loft 
it by good Nature in the Wine and. 
Brandy Trade, but having a little 
Education am now an Attorney's 
CJlerk for about. ^.40 a year which 
together with your, j£*. 40 a year we 
might live very Comfortably and 
happy Pleafe to dired for me at New 
Inn Coffee houfe Wych Street Drury 
Lane or the Underflieriffs Office, 
Comptroller of the City of London 

Leatherfellers 
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Leatherfellers Fiflimongers or any 
Hall in London — And if honefty and 
lovt may move you direft for mc at 
this or nriany Hundred places where 
you'd here the utmoft Approbation, 
but on a fecond Reconciliation Diredl 
to the Oxford Arms Inn in Warwick 
Lane Ludgate Hill where I write 
this or at 108 in Fetter Lane Fleet 
Street 

I am ' 

E. S your*s Sincerely 

JOHN LONEY 
Without Shame of expofing his 
Name being a Cockney born and 
many hundred People of Repute to 
recommend him befides himfelf who 
who would rather be an impropriety 

SURELY 
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SURELY the man who could 
vrite and fign the above ftufi^ is a juft 
object of ridicule. 

I believe my readers wiU bp very 
9gC^ab.ly entertained with the fQl« 
loy;^ epiftle> from th^ vein of fenfe 
^d ple.afaQtry that rufis through it. 



LET- 
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LETTER XU 



Wednefdof evenings 7 oUkck. 

MADAM, 

I Perceived the^ Advertifement you 
was pleafed to infcft in this Day*s 
Paper: in confequehce of whicK I 
trouble you with this Epiftle: but 
you know my unknown Fair One, that 
very little can be faid on the Subjeft 
till a farther Explanation be made. 
There are a few particulars how- 
ever I ftiould be glad to be acquaint- 
ed with as preliminaries to a Congrefs; 
which are thcfe. You acknowledge 

yourfelf 
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yourfelf a Widow. Pray how many 
revolving Suns have pafs*d fince the 
date of your Nativity ? — I would not 
be fo rude as to be fatisfied as to the 
preciic Number : only to know whe- 
ther it is the Spring, Summer or Au- 
tumn of. Life with you. Have you 
any pledges of Conjugal Love by 
your firfl: Hulband left? And will 
you be fo ingenuous as to fatisfy me 
in one very material point. Are you 
of a good temper? Have you the graces 
of the mmd? for they undoubtedly 
are to be preferred before the tranfient 
Charms of Perfon, which I would 
not be thought to defpife, far from it, 
I know that Beauty has a refiftlefs 
Charm ; but more in Reverfion than in 
Poffeflion. One more Queftion and I 

have 
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have done. Tour reafons for this^; 
traordinary mode of Advertifi^g ? — I 
fhould be glad to be fatisfied m thefc 
few particulars by Letter, before any 
Interview take place. And now Yoii 
will naturally expeA I fhould give you 
fomc Account of who I am.~Iil ch« 
firA place I am arrived at that period 
of Life equally diftant from 20 and 30. 
Neither tall enough for a Grenadier^ 
nor yet fo diminutive to be fiiewn for 
a Dwarf. I have feen enough of the 
World to form a tolerable Judgment 
of the Motly Race of Mankind that 
inhabit k. I have ftudied fo much (rf 
their Nature as to be fenfible of their 
Imperfedlions, and to bring my own 
into Subjeftion to Reafon. Heaven 
has bleiTed me with a Calmnefs and 

Serenity 



Scfcnitjr of Temper not to be difturb- 
^ witb the petulant humours of my 
f cUow Creatures, which I eftecm no 

finall Happincfs. ^You mention a 

Country Life. — I admire it, its plea- 
sures are innumerable to an intelli- 
gent Perfon.— -In regard to Circum- 
ftances, I have enough for myfelf at 
prcfcnt, more than enough in expec- 
tation.— —And now Madam I con- 
clude wijBiing you an uninterrupted 
ic Scene of Mappinefs whoever you may 
It think proper to take as a partner for 
It Life. 



r 



I 



Adieu, 

Yours unknown 

R. G. 

Pleafc 
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Pleafe to direft your Anfwcr as 
follows 

For R. G. 

To be left at Cole's and the Green- 
land Coffee Houfe in CornhilL 



T O the above I fen^, no' anfwcr, 
for a reafon that will hereafter appear, 
and, I hope, prove fatisfadory. 



W 



LET. 
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L E T T E R XII. 

London July 2^the 1772 

MADAM; 

HAVING reed yours in the Daily 
j would with Due Refpeft to 
your honorable requift offer my Com- 
pliments to you j ame a young man 
jiot in tread j Shall fay no more but 
liop you will pleas to fee me ple^s to 
Deria to J — M to be Left at Mr 
Dogals Currier wardour Street Soho; 
hop for an anfwer 

j remain your finfear &c 

ON 
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On enquiry my Jinfear &c. turned 
out to be a barber's boy, about fcven- 
teen years of age, vrho had abfented 
himfelf from his matter's fervice fix 
times in the courfc of three years, and 
had received the difcijJline of Tothill- 

Fields Bridewell more than once- 1 

hope his company may be dilpenfed 
with* 



My next hero appe^ed to be a 
itianof fo much fpifit that I did not 
chufe to rifqUe ah appointment with 
him. I thferefbr6 adajpted an cJdd 
fancy, with which I will acquaint my 
readers, as well as with the train of 

adventures 



[. 75 ] 

** E. S. prefents her compliments 
" to J. B.— -has received his favour^ 
•* and will meet him to-morrow at 
** Mrs, ■ ■ % in Hawlcjr-ftreet, 

*^ Cavendiih*fquare, about eleven in 
*t the forenoon.** 



Having difpatched this note, I 
waited with fome impatience till the 
arrival of the time; when, as I had 
at firft refolved, I caufed my maid to 
be drefled extremely genteel in a fuit 
of my own cloaths, and fent her with 
proper diredions to meet my un- 
known lover.— When (he returned fhe 
gave me the following account of what 
l^d paiTed between them. 

£ 2 She 
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She faid fhe had been but a few mi- 

nntes at Mrs. *s when the arrival 

of the ftranger was announced, who 
being introduced^ approached her with 
an air of great confidence^ and made an 
ofier to falute her, which fhe declined? 
He then was feated at her defire, pro- 
ceeded to open the conference by tel- 
ling her that he came thither in confe- 
quence of a note he received the day 
before, of which he fuppofed {he was 
the author. She nodded her aflent, 
when he thus proceeded. 

«< Then I proteft. Madam, it is juft 
« as I could wifh ; for I had formed 
^* you in idea much the fame as I find 

you, 
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** you only not fo exquifitely beautiful, 
** fo all accompliflicd. How fliall I 
•* cxprcfs my tranfpoit* iat the fight of 
*• thole charms, or how defcribe^thc 
*• raptures my bofbm is fitted with 
** at the thought, that hbwcvcr dif- 
^ tantthetimebc, thcymaybcimncj 
" though but in thought I will enjoy 
•« it ; for fure no earthy perfcc- 
** tions-*- 

Here Maria intcrropted himWitH«~ 
" Sir !. thefe compliments— 



cc 



" Are no more; no more did I 
fay ! They are not half fo ncliich as 
your — 

E 3 « But 
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•* But, Sir, your pardon for ob- 
** fcrving, that however they may 
.** be, they are not to our prefent pur- 
*' pofe ;— my time. Sir [looking at 
** her watch] is but fhort; therefore, 
^^ as I would willingly attend to all 
*^ that fuch an accomplifhed gentle- 
" man has to fay, I muft beg you will 
*• be as brief as poffible/* . 

..." Madam— by. all means— rjuft as 
** you think proper — take me. Ma-* 
" dam. -w- make of me what you 
« plcafe— 

** But, ;Sir i as to your preten-' 
« fions"— 



•* Angelic 



u 
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« Angelic creatvire^ my preten- 
«* fion$ unto you ; bold j^ it may fccm 
" in me to fay fo i but who can help 

owAing the force ,of all conquering 
!M?cauty?'V ■ 

. fV Such praifcs bciftowcd on my per- 
"ion. Sir'*— 

V Why not on your perfon, Ma- 
" dam, it is to your ferfon that I 
" would make my addreflcs — I hope 
^^ you don't think that I am paying my 
" court to your fortune ;— -that. Ma- 
^^ dam, confiderable as it is, to me is 
.".butatrifiing confideration. I aflure 
** you I have refufed greater oflfers 
** in that refpeft.'* 

E 4 ^* I am 
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" I am Ibny for it. Sir** — 

" Why forry, Madam? Not one 
** of all thcfe would have made ttie 
•* happy 5 for not one of them was 
" like you, fo formed to captivate andt 
" keep a heart. But, deareft nymph, 
** tell me 1 conjure yoti, wHat are'tlie 
*^ conditions which you expeft befbre 
** ypu confent to take a lover to your 
" arms, and render him happy in, the 
" pofleffion of youfor life.'* 

Maria having now at lad on open- 
ing, told him, *' That (he expefted 
*• he in the firft place (hould give her 
^ a true relation of his circumftances 
** and conneftions, previous to any en- 
" gagement that could be entered in to on 
" herpait." On which he gave her to 

under- 
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iinderftand, " That he was a man of 
*• fome imall fortune^ which he wa» 
•• willing to improve V -ptottfting^ 
" however, that the cligance of her 
" letter when he Tcad it, together 
^^ with the enchanting beauties of her 
*• perfoh,^ led him to hope ;for a far 
" greateir happinefs than riches would 
« cverbeftQw/* " ? . 

During the^ courfe of this declara- 
tion, Mrs. — ^, who had all along 
been prefcnt, being called out of the 
foom,* tb« gentlennan began to be 
very fwcet upon MaHa, and feehled in- 
timed to take rather mdre libctties 
than ftriA decorum would allbw.--^ 
WiBtt fhfi checked 'him^for /this .be-, 
haviour, he begged pardon for the in* 
trufion, attribifted all to the exccfs of 
E 5 his 
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his paffion, and being blelled % 

great volubility of toogue, p^ 

forth fuch a profufioadf love QhsmI 

that the girl (though not remarka 

hahdfome) began to think hcij 

aSfually (mitten with her perfofi>ft 

hikl conduA enough, howeverr^o^o 

ceal her thoughts from hei^ galla 

vrho took all manner of pains to o 

vincc her of his fincerity. 

' But the time now approaching 
which fhe was limited, fhe arofe lo i 
part, on which the gentleman m 
eameftly folicited another intervi< 
To this, Maria, replied (as I had 
reded) *• That he Ihould hear fn 
^ her widiin a day or two,** and 
they parted. 

Fn 
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From the account I received of this 
advenCUFCy as I had no great inclina- 
oon to treat with Mr. J. B. I thought 
I had feen the end of k; but I 
was not a Httte furprized the next 
day, when I received the following 
card. 

** A gentleman unknown prefents 
" fais compliments to E. S. he highly 
H approyes of the precaution flie took 
^ in fending a third perfon to Mr,^ 
'* !• B. — a circumftance which b 
** known to the writer of this card, 
** and which probably ferved to fave 
^ E. S. from the defign of a man 
^whofe chamftcr is by no means fuch 
*^ as can make hinii deiirableibr a huf-- 
** band.— But if the lady wili permiTr 
E 6 *« a 
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" a more honourable fuitor will 
*' his refpeds.toher at anjr tiiiH 
^^ place Ifae may chufe to appoint 

« Pleafc to direa for Mc T. 
^^ to be left at the Somerfet Coi 
« houfc/* ; / 

A curiofity natural enough to 
fex, leading me to find out wh6 
gentleman ivas that had found 
my fcheme, I refolved to give hiqi 
meeting at the fame bdy'si th 
where I had appointed Mr. Jj ] 
and fent hiim a meflage to that ] 
pofe. 

He punfhially attended th^i 
tation, ^dwhen his arrival was 
nouBced^ I was not dilpleafed to i 
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Tery gfeht^I lookmg perfon, fcemiogljr 
Aout twi!hty-five years of ag^, enter 
the TO*ta ; who,: jift^p having paid hi* 
compliments to me and the old lady, 
gave, me to undcrftand, that he was 
the writer of the card I had rcceivcdi 
the day before.— -After fome litdc ge- 
neral dUcourfe, he proceeded to in- 
form nae,^ that be was well acquainted 

with Mr* J B , and at the 

&me time congratulated me on mys 
efeape frotn his tourtfhip. He faid ho 
was one of the mod profligate of 
men, and ihat the hiftory of his in- 
trigues was no fecret to the whole 
town — ^yet all this while he delivered 
himfelf with fo much (eemir% modeftj? 
and candour, as made all his accu- 
fations appcett to flow from nothing 
but a regard to truth andireAitudc.-^ 

It 
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It was not for a long titim^diat .he^ 
tame to the fubjed of bis addrefs to 
me, and when at lalihe mentioned it^ 
it was in fuch a delicate manner, ^a^^ 
could not fail to recommend it to any 
one who fuppofed him to ipeak the 
language of his heart ^ and I had no 
reafon, at that time, to entertain any 
furmifes of the contrary. — My an- 
iwers, however, could be but general,, 
till I fhould become farther acquaint- 
ed with him; however, 1 could ndt- 
fcrbear permitting him to vifit me at 
my own lodgings, on hi& giving me 
his real name and addrefs, and full 
liberty to enquire after his charaftet 
and circumftances.^ 

He had declared to me that he was: 
an Englifli gentleman lately returned 

from 
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from Iiriand, whither he had been to 
fettle fome. affairs of his in regard to 
a Icg^y.kft him by a deceafed rcla- 
ti9D9 and that he then lived upon his 
own private fortune, which amounted 
to fomewhat more than ;^3000. 

For the truth of aU this I was re- 
ferred to people who lived in apparent 
affluence ; and having made enquiries 
as dire&ed, by means of a male re- 
Utioo, 1 heard nothing that proved 
any way. diflatisfadory* 

In confequence of all this, I received 
this fuitor's vifits^ and, though I can- 
not fay that I reaUy conceived any 
pafliiDn for him (for a reafon which I 
fliall conuBunicate to my readeuhere* 

afto) 
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after) yet I began to thinic Mr. T— 

M (thcfe were the real initials of 

his name) a perfon with whom I naight 
have a very good chance to Qsend my 
days in peace and tranquility in a mar* 
tied date, which was the utmoft I had 
reafon to hope for, tho* by a ftrange 
incident that happened afterwards^ 
I arrived at a greater degree of felicity* 

But to return ta the thread of my 
ftory. — As we grew by degrees more 
intimate, Mr, M often requefted 

my company to the public places of 
diverfion in this metropolis ; at length 
I complied fo far as to go with him^ 
and fome other gentlemen and a lady 
of his and my acquaintance, to Mary- 
bone Gardens. It was a crouded night, 
and it happened that we did not go 

till 
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(ill inerf late, which put us to feme 

iMOilve^enc^ ^' bui: the alertnefs of 
my loYit in conducing us made it 
mueh lefs than otherwife it* would have 
been. While he was deeply engaged 
with^ me, ioMe pei4bfl (perhaps inad- 
Ytttentiy jdAting shgilnft us, ioAie 
triads lakc^; ifAiikh di}tw a^aift hum-i 
ber irflpeclpte ^ound ui-^Amongjft! 
diefewat a young man, whohaving ob* 
finred Mr. Mi^^ widi a Tcry iixed at- 
ietitfOii,>€atne up co hitn at lengthy 
and in a very peremptory tone defired,, 
or rather infilled to (peak with him., 
I could hot help obferving that he 
trembled and looked pale, yet could 
not rcfufe to go with the ftranger. 
Accordingly they withdrew for a while 
to another part of the gardens, and left 
" to wait the event. It was not long„ 
* ^ ' i how- 
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howeyer, before he returned feenHOgty 
much difconcetted, and.&ying >iei wtt 
0iuch indifpofed, hurried out ^of tbe 
gardens. The cdufe he affigned fOc it, 
hrs being informed of the death .of a 
near and dear reliction which had. fo 
fl»pc;ked hinti that he 'Yf^[ much.^f9* 
difpoTedw^-rThtiiugh I cwtktt but own 
that I thought there mas fomethingiif 
little extraordinary in this zffw of 
Mr. Mr—, yet as I did not fuppofe 
that it concerned my conne£tioi)s with 
him, I did not give myfelf any unea^ 
finefe about it j and matters ^ere near 
being brought to a conclufion between 
us, when I made a ftrange difcovery, 
which totally altered my opinion of 
my lover. 

Mr. M— had juft left me one morn-, 
ipg, when I received a meflage im<- 

jporting. 
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porting, that a gentlewoman defired 
the favour to fpeak with me, on bufi- 
nefs of the greateft confequence. I im* 
mediately defired tliat the perftn 
would walk up ftairs i on which an el- 
derly woman, of a very good appear- 
ance, was introduced ; who after fome 
apologies gave me to underflaad; that 
what ihe had to communicate to me 
related to the gentleman who addref- 
fed me. It is eafy to conceive that 
fuch a delaration awakened all my at- 
tention j — I begged her to proceed, 
when flie briefly informed me, that Mr. 
M — was originally a man of defperatc 
fortune, who had deceived a young 
lady of Ireland into a ruinous alliance, 
whereby he had become poflcfled of 
all her fubftance ; that he had fince de- 
fcrted her, and employed her money 

ia 
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in many fraudful fchcmes in England. 
As another perfon at this time en- 
quired for me, Mrs. had not 

leifurc to enlarge upon the fubjeft, but 
perceiving that I feemcd not eafy to be 
convinced of the truth of thefe affer- 
tions, without further evidence, Ihc 
gave me a direftion to the young lady 
mentioned above, who, Ihe fald^ 
would confirm all that had been ad- 
vanced,~. 

I was much ftaggered in my opinion 
by what I had heard, and the reader 
will conceive I did not negled the op- 
portunity that otFered to convift or ac- 
quit my lover. It would have beea 
wonderful indeed if I had done fo. 

The 



The v€iy next day I reforted to the 

place Mrs. r— had mentioned ; it 

was in a little ftreet near the Hay*mar« 
ket, — where at a fmall houle, I 
enquired as I had been direfted for 
Mrs. M— — , and was fhewed up 
into a two pair of ftairs room, which 
though mean was kept in the neateft 
order. Here I few a very handfomtt 
young creature decently apparelled; 
by whofe sq>pearance it was not diffi- 
cult to perceive that Ihe had fcen 
better times.— ^Though apprized of 
ay vifit, (he feemed fomewhat abafli- 
cd when I approached her. — My bu- 
finefs being fuch as I could not com- 
municate without reludance, we were 
ibme tinoe before we came ta an under^^ 

ftanding« 



ftanding. ,^i^/^^^ having commu- 
nica^ the occafioiv of my coining in 
the moft delicate manner I could, flit 
heaved two or tliree deep fighs, and 
faid, that fhe was forry to be obligei 
to confirm the truth of what I 
had been told—" But it is my misfor- 
" tune. Madam, added fhe, to be a! 
** living inftance of other's perfidy and 
•* my own credulity ! If I can know- 
^* at this time any alteration of my 
•* forrows, it will be- that of prcvcnf- 
** ing a worthy perfon from being 
^« conneded with the bafeftof men.** 

Tears unfeigned, which flie ftill 
ftrove to fupprcfs, accompanying her 
words, gave mejittle room to doubt of 
her fmc^ity -, yet b^^ng willing to get 
all the light I could into the affair, I 

begged 
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icgged this unhappy beauty to com- 
lolc'sbericlf foe a while; and after 
laving foothed her a little, rcquefted^ if 
t were not too diftrefiing to her, 
Ihe would pleafe to favour me with the 
particulars of the deceit that had been 
praftifed on her, which could reduce 
a woman of her appearance to fuch a 
condition* 
■/* ::. •• ' ■ ■•-• 

;'« Ah Madam !*' ihe replied, «« as 
**tyou have Ibme knowledge of my 
" feducer, you will perhaps the lels 
*< wonder at my being innpofed upfon 
*• by the Ipecious appearance he can 
*•• put on 5 but if you Can havfe pati- 
^ cnce to liften to my tale of wretch- 
** edneis, I will inform you of the 
•• whole' of my uhhappy ftory. 

Then 
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. Then after ai paufe ftct piOCQBdeclte 
the following manner: 



^< I am the only daughter of a gf^l« 
"^^ tleman, defcended from a good fa- 
^* mily in Irelai>d^^*-My parents dy- 
•^ ing whilft I was:yet in nay infamy^ 1 
^< was left under the guardianlhip of 
** an uncle, who difcharged iiis. truft 
«^ with the greated fidelity^ educating 
^^ me with as mugh care as if I had 
^< been his own child. Heaven ipared 
<^ his life only to fee me come of age^ 
*^ but was pleafed to take j|un> 
^^ away at a time when I moft wanted 

** his 
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** his counfel and afliftance. — I was 

** but in my twcnty-fccond year when 

*• I returned after the death of my 

** uncle to the houfeof a female rcla- 

^ tion, in the county of Leinfter, 

^^ with whom I had not long refided 

^^ before (he went to Dublin upon 

** fcme bufinefs, and took me with 

' •* her. — As Ihe was willing to Ihew 

** me gay fcenes of life, as fhe expref- 

** fed herfelf 9 fee took me to the pub- 

** lie places of diverfion. One even- 

^^ ing at a ball, I chanced to be 

^^ pitched upon for a partner to an 

^' Englifh gentleman, who feemed 

^ mightily ftruck with my perfon, 

^ and afked permilfion to vifit me the 

^ next day. Accordingly he came, 

*^ and from that time forward repeat- 

VoL^I. F « cd 
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^ cd hiffvifit5> and became ts I u^ 
« derftood, an honourtble ftiitor ^K 
« mc. 

«« For fonac time Mrs. S— — v rmj 
^ Eclatian, whom I confulted in eve jj 
^ thing, fcemed highly to approve 
^ our cocrefpondence ; but this did 
« not laft long v for in timet pcr- 
•* ceived the regard (he at firit ib 
« warmly exprefled for hiol to cool 
** by degrees, till at laft (he could 
•* fcarcely be civil to him. Mr. A— 
*• had alfo obfcrved this to me,, and 
•• told me that it gave hifnfome uir- 
" eafmefs — to nie it was matter of af- 
«« toni{hment5 but, whilft I walcoir- 
^ (idering what might be the occafionf 
^ of this extflaon^ary coolnefs, Mrs; 
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<' S furprizing mc in a deep ref- 

* Tcric, awakened me from it by tel- 
<* ling mc that ftie had fomething par- 
^ ticular to fay to me. I was all at- 
« ferttibn, when fhc'thxis proceeded." 

« Codfiit, I once'thoxight Mr. T — 
« was an honourable gentleman, and 
" doubted not but he was on honour- 
*« ble terms with you; I harclately 
•^ learned Ibmething to the contrary, 
" and would therefore advife yoti to 
" break off all connexion with him. 
" My information I have from fuch 
" authority as I fee no reafon to quef^ 
**^ tion ; therefore would wifh you td 
H pay due attention to what I have 
** faid ;— I hope you are not too far 
** gone in paifion for him.** 

F 2 « I 
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** I anfw^red ingenuoufly that t 
** was not. — This was ftriftly true; 
** for though I looked upon Mr. T— 
•* as a man of virtue and honour, and 
^* rcfpefled him accordingly, yet 1 
•* was far from being in love withl 
** him. — ^But the time of my acquaint- 
** ancc with that paflion was near at 
*^ hand, and it was decreed that I 
•< fliould fix my afifeftions upon a mor^ 
«« unworthy objedt. 

^ Mr. T — had a friend, who fomc- 
*• times accompanied him on his vifics 
P latterly. This, genrieman was at 
" firft but ilittle noticed by my cou- 
** fin, but in proportion as Mr. T— ^ 
*' funk, he fecmed to rife in her ef- 

** teem* 
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" ^cem. This likewife was a probfcrn 
*f to roe^ and the more fo as the gcn- 
^Vtlcmen kept -ftill on good terms 
*• with each other. — As to my rejeft- 
""} cd lover, he faw me but once after 
" my coufin's conference with me, 
** and then (he being prefent affronted 
**. him in fuch a manner that he de- 
**^ parted with a refolution to return 
** no more, and I rtevef have fecn him 
^ fince. 

** But after his departure his ft-iend 
** ftill ftrequented our houfe •, and this 
" ft-iend was no other than Mr. M — y 
*' who now began to work himfelf 
•• into my efteem ; and having a perfoit 
*^ more agreeably formed than my 
" former lover, he was not long be- 
" fore lie made an impreffion on my 
F 3 " liearr^ 
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^ heart, a fatal one it proved fbr mc!" 
** Hence all this mifery ; hence thcfe 
^* complainings, and all this accumu- 
*' lated woe ! 

** From the monocnt.Mr. M— faw 
^ h^ gicjsndancy over me, he refi^ved 
" ^ improve its he kept alive my 
'' pa0aon by aU the ilittle affidwties of 
*^ love, while he rendered himfelfno 
" lefs agreeable to Mrs. S — on die 
** other hand, by the refpeft he profef- 
" fed for h&r fuperior undcrftanding. 

" While things were in this fitua- 
*' tion, I never fo much as heard the 
** name of my former fuitor men- 
" tioned, either by Mr. M — or my 
" coufip 5 and if ever I mentioned him, 
*• the difcourfe was fure to be quickly 

•* turned 
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^ turned to fome other fubje£t, and it 
*^ Tras not till a future period that I 
♦* was acquainted he had fct off for 
*^ England a few days after the repulfe 
" he received at our houfe \ — it was ftill 
^ longer before I found out that Mr. 

• M— 's, having fcnt an anonymous 

• letter, ftccufkig his friend of diflio- 

•* tiouraWe-dcfigns on me to my cou- 
^^ £n was the roafon i>f her <!ondu6t 

^ fionrards him* and her char^ con- 

** ^cerning him to me ;-*-fo deep laid was 

^ his icheme lOf tfeacbery. 

^* But Ignorant as I was of all this, 
*' I was eafily wrought on to believe 
** my prefcnt lover fincere. Every 
" day endeared him ftlll more to me, 
" bccaufe every day he contrived to 
" find fomething entertaining or a- 
F 4 ** greeablc 
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'' grceable to me. Thus, by dcgretf* 
" he purchafed my unbounded conft- 
" dcncc, becaulc I little thought how 
" much he intended to abufe it; 

•* In the mean time my coufin dc- 
" pcndcd fo far upon him, as to let 
'^ him chufc a proper fuitor for hcF 
*f alfo. His choice fell upon one 
" whom he reported to be an^ ac- 
" quaintance of his, and a perfon of 
** worth and reputation. Mrs. S — ^, 
" being of a focial temper, and tired . 
*' of a ftate of widowhood, her courtfhip 
** was foon in more forwardnefs than 
•' mine •, it was therefore no wonder if I 
** thought myfelf countenanced in my 
« corrcfpondence with Mr. M — , when 
" a perfon, who might be fuppofcd to 
*• have more of prudence, and cer^ 

" tainly 
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^* tainl|r had more experience^ was 
** diipofed to entertain fo favourable 
^. an opiaion of my lover* 

^ This friend of his was known by 
" the name of Kerry, and affumed the 
" appellation of Captain, though in* 
" the end it did not appear what right 
"he had to that title. — Mrs. S — pie- 
^ tended to make enquiries concern- 
" cerning him. I am convincpd it 
" was but a pretence. What could 
" have thus infatuated both of uSj. 
" every one may well wonder, whqi 
*^ does not know how deep the fnare 
** which we fell into was laid. Cer- 
** tainly my couQn had not in many 
" refpefts the fame excuie that I 
^* had — 1 have already mentioned her 
^ years and experience. — BeCdes att 
F 5 !* thisj, 
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« this, her lover had neither the per- 
" fon nor addrefs that mine had, and* 
" notwithftanding all the military airs 
" he affumed, I always thought there 
" was a certain meannefs in his man- 
** ner, and wondered much that Ihfi 
" did not perceive it/* 

As the lady paufed here, I could 
not forbear faying. — ^^ But remember, 
•* Madam, he was her lover, not 
•* yours!^ — Mrs. M — had too quick 
an underflanding not to apprehend 
me — She |)erceived the application, 
and made it to her felf mod: inge- 
^uoufly.— " I comprehend the force 
^^ of this. Madam, faid fhe, and 
** ftand corredted !» — She \)luflied 
deeply, and then proceeded with the 
elation. 

" Mr. 
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^ Mr. M — (continued fhe) had 
" often prefled me to make him 
** happy, as he called it, but fee- 
" ing my coufm*s affair in fuch 
" forwardnefs, I was willing that 
" Ihould be firft concluded, and Idid 
** not wait long before Captain Kerry 
" prevailed on her to fix the day of 
" their marriage. — I thought this a 
^* happy omen, and readrly accepted 
" of being one of the bride's maids at 
," their nuptials* 

" As Mrs. S— had a good indepen- 
" dent fortune, to which fhe fup- 
" pofed her lovers to be equal, they 
" were celebrated with fomc eclat ia 
** a country where ftiew and fplcndor 
** are much efteemed. — A great deal 
^ of mirth w-ent forward, and it is 
F 6 « not 
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" not at all wonderful that Mr.- M — 
"took this opportunity of prcfBng 
" me to follow the example, to which 
** by this time I was not very averfe ;,- 
" yet I could not help obfcypving, that 
•^ I cojuld wifh our nuptials viherever 
** they took place might be lefs pubr 
"lie. He took the word immedjr 
" ately and promifed Ke would conr 
** trive to conduft them in a far more 
" private manner,, in order to oblige 
ct me."—" But all the difficulty (faid 
" he) will be to get your coufin and 
" the captain to confent to- this ; you 
•* fee how fond the former is of HicWy 
*' and I can affurc you the latter i5 
•* no lefs fo (added he, laughing) I db 
" not fee any thing we have left but 
** to fteal a wedding." — Such a 
•* ^eech could not be expefted to 

** com-^ 
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^^ cooanaad a p&rticular anfwer frorm 
^^ m© 5 but I > fuppofe he read well- 
^*- enough in my eyes that I was nor 
" at aJi> difpleafed v/Uh what he had 
** faid ; thQUgh it was not to be fup* 
^^ pofed that I could juft then deter*- 
^• nuM upon the matter... 

. . " It was but the next day that all 
** of us being aflembled, the time of 
** our marriage was fixed by my two 
'* coufins, both of whom (the Cap^ 
^^ t^a efpecially) infifted that it ibould 
^ be as public as poffible. My lover 
^^ iaid but little vipon the fubjjsd, yec 
*' hic^ took care to give me broad 
" figns that he was extremely uneafy 
^ about the matter. I was really fo^ 
*V and made fome ob^dions,. but thefe 
^ were gvcr-ruled. — A&foon as M?. 
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" M— and I were akinc togeCher, he 
** very fcrioufly repeated his formed 
" propofal of ftealing a wedding. — 
" — When I aflced him how that 
^^ could be done without the affair 
" carrying a very bad appearance with 
u it"_cc Oh! (faid he) leave that to 
" me : Do you not believe your cou- 
** fin knows you too weH, and the* 
** Captain is too well acquainted with 
** me to think any thing ill of us j 
** and fure, my dear, you can har- 
*• bour no fufpicions, when all I am 
** about to do is only to gratify your 
** delicacy/* ^' I anfwered him 
^* frankly that I did not 5 and he then 
" proceeded to propofe that we fliouid 
•* go to a female friend of his in the 
^ country, where he faid a Bayonet's 
^ Chaplain Ihould marry us/* 

** Though 



♦* Though I was genteelly cdii- 
" cated. Madam, (continued the 
•* lady) you will plcafe to obferve, 
•* that I had not been brought up in 
" great cities, and that I was a 
** ftranger to the ways of men, and was 
" left young on my own hands. The 
" unbounded confidence likcwife that 
" 1 placed in Mr. M-r— , was fufficient 
•' to lull my fufpicions afleep, if any 
" had arifen in my breaft. — I kne\if 
" myfelf to be of age and independent^ 
^ ibl told my lover that I was rc&Jvw 
*• ed in this to humour both myfelf 
" and hind, and every thing was fet-^ 
** tied accordingly. 

" As nobody furmifed what we 
^ were about to do, it was eafy for u& 

" to 
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** to elope ;-when I fay nobody, 1 be- ^ 
**• lieve I may except the Captain.^— 
" However a chaife was prepared for 
^* usj inta which we fteppcd about 
" ten o'clock one night whea the 
*^* company were at fupper, and driv* 
^ ing off direftly at full fpeed, arrived 
" about midiiight at the place ap- 
'' pointed^ 

^^ i found it a neat tittte nianfiotr, 
" where I was, after an elegant re- 
" pad, accommodated with a hand*- 
^ fome chamber, to which I was 
**.condua€d by an eldeply woman, 
*^* who Mr. M — faid was his friend's 
** houfekeeper, (he herfelf having gonc-- 
•* out of the way purpofely to comr- 
J* plkncBt my delicacy. 

**Tfee 
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" The next day the Chaplain vras 
^' fent for, but unfortunately he was 
'* out of the way; — as evening came 
" on, no tidings being heard of him, 
•* my lover grew more and more im- 
** patient j at length he propofed fend- 
" ing for a neighbouring Clergy man» 
" — he too was not to be found. To 
" make the ftory brief^ he grew fo im- 
** patient that at laft I confented to be 
" joined by one who he faid was in the 
" very fame houfe where he had not long 
" refided, though out of modefty he had 
*'yet appeared in our prefence. He 
" came — How fhall I tell my weak- 
" nefs ? Though he was no other than 
" a Roman Catholic Prieft, I fufFered 
" him to join us. I knew not that fucK 
" a marriage was invalid. — ^From that 

" moment 
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** moment I may date the acra of my 
" fuin. , 

" "When we returned we acquainted 
*' my coufins of our (lolen matchi but 
** as I knew the new Mfs. Kerry to be 
** a zealous proteftant, I oitiitted the 
•* circumftance of tlie<5atholic PHeft's 
** "having married us— mean whUe my 
" fortune had been fecurcd, and put 
** entirely into Mr. M—^s hands, as, 
« hers had into tlie Captain's* For 
** a while we all lived happy-^b'ut 
** In about two months, Kerry went 
" off with all he could, and left his 
" wife deferted. He was proved to 
** be an impoftor, a cheat, and a gam- 

** bier. Mr. M was now accufed 

^* by us both, as both were greatly 

" alarmed^ 
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" alarmed ;— he denied being privy to 
•* the mattery — buttoofoon we difco- 
** vered his infincerity by means of 
•* fome perfons ^hom the Captain 
*^ (not content with his wife's fortune) 
^ -had taken in conGderably^-x-thefe 
^^ kwmdng both of them, in revenge 
^ diSffjQyered sixm toizs. By their ac- 
** coumsiwe found that Mr. M— • 
*^ was no better i^an his friend : that 
^ iie was odj^ally a youth dilinherited 
^l .by hh fxarents for )his monftrous ex- 
^-^ travagancies, who had iince lived 
** «p©n ganiibiing, 4ind praftifed all 
*• kinds of defrauds. When he was 
" charged with this, he denied it with 
** horrid imprecations, and bafely in- 
"• fulted and abufed me. When I 
" claimed the privilege of a wife, he 
** did not indeed deny our marriage, 

" but. 
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*' but whilft we were confidering bjr 
" What means I could bed fecure my. 
** ptrfon, and recover my fortune, h^ 
^^ decamped with the latter^ and came 
" to England with fome of Kerry's zo 
^^ quaintance (as I have learned) who 
*' have fince fubfifted in various fhapes,' 
** and under various pretences, giving 
** all manner of falfe credit to .each 
" other, both in trade and otherwifei 
** Prefutning on his marriage with me 
" to be of no force, this monfter has 
" fince addreft you to trick you like- 
" wife out of your fortune. Fpr my 
** own part, I came to England with 
•^ a lady, who i^ fince dead,, and left 
" me' to get my bread as well as I 
" could by my labour. But having 
^^ fince met a friend, who promifed me 

" to 



** 'to enquire after my huftand, I was 
** lately iiiformed that he met hira 
" in Mary-le-bone Gardens, and hav- 
" ing made proper enquiries difco- 
** vered the fecret of his addre/Iing you, 
"On this I. took the liberty to fend 
•^ to you the gentlewoman of the 
** houfe, who is a well-bred and a 
" very humane woman, and provides 
** me with employ in needle work, by 
** which I get my prefent fubfift- 
** cnce." 

Such was the ftory of this unhappy 
^oung gentlewoman, whom I after- 
wards recommended co a lady of my 
acquaintance as a companion, who 
treats her as a friend, aiid with whom 
(he is as happy as it is pofiible for one 

to 
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to ^c in fuch' a lituation.— Mr. M — ^ 
was certainly by fomc means appri2e<f 
that I had heard of his conduft, or 
t\k he had gone as far as he could 
with his defrauds in England j for he 
and his companions fuddenly decamp- 
ed, leaving their creditors to deplore 
their abfence, and me very happy that 
I hadefcaped fuch a hufband* 



I have no more to fay concerning 
this excellent fuitor, but that hav-^ 
ing fome flight acquaintance with the 
mufic mafter who fent mc the ietJ. 
ter No. VI — he had by that means 
found out my real name and ad* 
drefs, which toget^ier with his know- 
ledge of Mr. J. B—, helped him to 

fuch 
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fuch difcoveries as furprized me, witli 
which I have already made my readers 
acquainted. 



^S9^ 
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LETTER XIV. 



July 29, 1772. 

MADAM, 

I HAVE ad the pleafur of Perufing 
your Advertifement confarning Ma- 
ridg with the Greatis Satisfaftion and 
aprove of your Method Verey Much 
Avhech Ocaifond Me to Wrigt as foon 
as I faw it and at the fame time deter- 
mind to Give You the Trouble if not 
any Ofence to Perufe thecfe few Lines 
of mine Madam I wonce About two 
Years Back See a thing of the Same 
kind and I add Curiofity enough to 

Go 
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3o atid See the Lady but wafs Un- 
luckley Difopointed and my Arival 
Maride the Party and did Vere well 
and arc know Living Verey happy 
which Gives nie thes Encurigment to 
Atempt to Wright to You and at the 
Same time did not think it Unprudan 
of You for thus ]£xplaining your Ho- 
nes Sentcmance of Minde their Are 
fomc people may fay their Can be now 
Love whare their is thing of this kind 
but I am of Opinion their be Men fo 
Ba(hfull to Atempt to Adrefs Laidies 
whofe fortune are fujierier to theirs 
and Upon the Other Hand the Lai- 
dies Are fo Over Welmb with Mo- 
defty as to Deprive themfelve of the 
Man the Love but I Cannot Help 
Exprefing Myfelf to fee So free and 
Genrus Sperit of Yours My Dear 
VoL.L G Madam 
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Madam I bed Excufe for Sayin Dear 
but being but A Complement I hope 
it will be forgiven as You and I are 
but yet Unaquintcd at Prefet but I 
did not Care how Soon the Nept?' 
hour would Come 

But I fliall now Proced to Bu/ . s 
God fend Me Suces and that I •* • 
have a god Wife Madam I beg yov 
not think it all together Your money 
Tempt me to Wright but Yorur Gc- 
nerus Sperit I Could maney Others, 
of Your Sex would be as free their 
Would be maney Hapy Cuple and 
Reducd Tradmen fet forward in their 
Buifsnefs 

But I fliall Proced to Decribe My- 
felf to You I am A Man About 35 

Years 
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iTearfi of Age oi A midling Stxture 
has A Good ftate of Health have Bin 
in Butfsnels but Like Have met with 
misfortunes but I thank God free from 
Ancy Encumbrance of DeJDt or the 
Like and never was maried my Rela- 
tion are all people of fortin and Crea- 
4it and my Candler will bear the 
ftrick Enquire and I ham Determind 
Never to marey Exept it be fomthin 
to my Advantidge and When I doc 
Chaing my Situation of Life I am 
Determind to make Lady Whom- 
(bever She be happy if pofable the 
ftudy of Man Can According to my 
Scrcumftance will afoard 

So I conclude with flatcring myfclf 
G « of 
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of fuckces as being Upon fincer 
Terms 

As Your Loving friend . 

An*''. True Bottom. 

N. B. Madam if You Like thccfc 
Terms By fignifing it in the Day ley 
by the Peftulear mark 35 Years of 
Age 

A Countrey Houfe I have know 
Objeaion To 

I fliall Look the Dayley Over with 
Great impaitance Madam untill Your 
Anfwer 



I AM forry to have given Mr. 
^rue-Bottm th« trouble of fearching 

the 
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the Daily Advcrtifer •,— but really he 
inuft be a very vain man, if he thinks 
his accompliibments can win the heart 
of a woman of an; fortune, fenfe or 
^irit. 



It will now be proper to explain 
my reafons for not fending an anfwer 
to the letter No. XL which I fhould 
certainly have done from mere po- 
liteneis, but for the following inci- 
dent. — ^Within a few minutes after it 
came to my hands, I faw a gentleman 
come out of the bookfellcr's fhop, 
who I fancied might prove the man 
to tny mind. — I was impatient till I 
knew whether his bufinefs there was 
of the fame nature as that of the 
G 3 many 
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many* gcndemcn who have favoured 
mc with anfwers to my advertifcment 
I therefore inftantly difpatched a trufty 
maid-fervant for the laft letter that 
was brought. — She returned in three 
minutes with a coveri containing the 
following 

CARD. 

«< With the pcrmifficn of E. S. a 
" young lady of family and charadcr 
" will wait on her, to treat on the 
" fubjefl: of her advertisement. This 
** young lady has a brother, who, 
" though he has the higheft efteem 
" for very many of the fex, has never 

*' f?en 
% 

• N. B. No Icfs than 117 letters were re*' 
eeived in the courfe of three days; and 14.7 
in the whole. 
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•• fecn but one woman he could love^ 
■* and her, unfortunately, he faw but 
^ once, and could never learn her 
** name or place of abode. The cha- 
^ rafter of the perfon who wifhes to 
" wait on E. S» will fecure that lady 
•• from difcovcry I and (he will even 
^ keep her nanr^e and real fitUation in 
•♦ life a fccrct from her brother, if fi> 
^^ much ffiould be reqyefted on ths 
•• part of E. S." 



I thought this fo eligible a mode of 
proceeding-, and the offer fo honour- 
able on the part of the gentleman, 
that I did not hefitate to fend an im- 
mediate anfwer, purporting, that I 
fliould be glad of the honour of the 
G 4 lady's 
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lady's company to breakfaft at ten the 
next morning, at the houfe of a wi^ 
dow lady of my acquaintance in Cd- 
vendifh-fquare. In this I conceived I 
was afting prudently, becaufe I was 
fure of not being difcovered If I chofe 
to be concealed, and becatufe, being 
under the prdteftion of my friend, no 
infolent man would prefume' to in* 
trude into her houfe, inftead of the 
young lady whom I wifhed to fee. ■ ' 

I own I had but a reftlefs night after 
I had difpatched my card; but was 
agitated by fears and apprehenfions, 

which I could neither account for nor 

I. 

fupprefs. 

Early in the morning I hailened to 
Cavendilh-fquare, and the young lady 

was 
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was pur^ual to her appointment.— 
She was a fine elegant girl, apparently/ 
of about twenty years of age, and 
.bkfied with a fweetnefs of manners^ 
and a candour of behaviour, totally 
unequalled among the circle of my 
female acquaintance. 

She begai]\ her bufincfs with great 
freedom, telling her name^ family,, 
and place of abode; remarked on hec 
brother's peculiar fituation, and beg- 
ged I would admit him tOi the honour. 
of an interview. 

Jtil this while fhe made not the 
flighteft enquiry who or what I was. , 

1 thought I would copy the frank- 

Deis of her behaviour, and therefore 

G 5 toldi 
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totd her my nam^ and real fityAatidn iir 
life, vrithout difguife; informing her 
that I (hould think myfelf honoured 
by a vifit from her brother, whenever 
it might be convenient to him.--^ 
" Convenient, Madam,** faidflie, "he 
" is diftrafted 'till I return— 111 go 
" fetch him this minute — fomething-, 
•« ftrikes him that you are the deftincd 
•* (he that is to make him happy."— - 
She had no fooner faid thefe word^ 
than Ihe flew down flairs, fprung into 
her carriage, and difappcared in aD 
inftant. 

In about a quarter of an hour Ihe- 
returned with her brother, who hur- 
ried up flairs — while I arofe to receive- 
him with civility — But what a fccne 
enfued!— "No fooner had he fixed hii 

ey« 



eyes on me^ than he fell fenfelefi on the 
carpet. — All hands were inftantly hii*^ 
lied to afford him relief— every fer- 
vant attended, and variety of triak 
were made to relieve him, but for 
fome time aH our attempts Were fruit- 
left* — A furgeon was fent f6r, and a 
copious bleeding rcftorcd him. — We 
obferved with rapture that he began to 
breathe, and were advifed CO put him 
to. bed — the mv-^ii-fervarits conveyed 
him to a chamber^ and his filler at«> 
tended him.'^Itt a few minute$ he re*, 
covered his ijpeech, and lo<^ing -wHdIy 
about himy exclaimed, *' Where ia- 
**' ^y goddcfs? — ^^ Where is the be- 
^ loved of my foul- ? and have I only 
•* feen her, to lofe her again ? Cruel 
** fate !" — Hereupon I was inftantly 
fenwnoned to the chamber — I obeyed 
G 6 the 
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the fummons with pleafurc, for \ 
already violently in love with hi 
When I approached the bed Iv 
extended his hand, and feizing 
with vehen^ence, he preiled it I 
rlips; and ftill held my hand fa 
if afraid of lofing me again.-* 
fenfes being by this time perfcdl: 
turned, he earneftly requefted m 
to kave him.— ^I told him I \ 
ftey during his pleafure — ^** then 
plied he, " you will remain wii 
** for life" — This part of my i 
tive, though extremely intereftii 
me, may not be fo entertaining i 
reader as what is to follow it : 
therefore proceed with, all e? 
tipn. 
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In^theyear 1767, on my way ta 
Bath with an agreeable party, I {top- 
ped to dine at Speenham-land. — ►This 
gentleman happened to be on his road 
ffom Bath to London, and (lopped at 
the iame Inn.-r-As. we had ordered a. 
dinner, and he was alone, he begged 
to be admitted of the party.*— Hit 
company was very readily accepted^ 
aad we fpqnt an hour in a moft agree* 
able manm^r-^I wa$ theiv in* my nine- 
teenth year, and wJiat the world, calls 
a handfome girl — My Charles, (for he 
is, MY Charles now), was about two 
years eld.er thaa myfelf, and I am fure 
I thought him. at that moment, what 
I. {hall ever think him, the mo{): pa- 
lite and the noblelt of the human 
cace.-<--lt has fuice appeared that; be 

had 
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had conceived fentiments equally fa- 
vourable of me, and though we part- 
ed for that time without any thing far^ 
ther than general compliments, we 
had been mutually longing for a fight 
©f<aclv>th€revcr fihce.' — Charles has 
fought me in every part of the king- 
dom — He vifited Bath — ^Tunbridge— 
Brighthelmftone — Scarborough — The 
Pafk-i-The Play-houfes — ^Vauxhali— 
Ranelagh — Marybone, &c. He had 
Kkewife fearclfed every church 'vk Lot^ 
^on— l>ut iA vain. — 

' It 18 no wonder that his fearch wd[« 
fruitlefs^ as the following narrative will 
prove.— 

Hfeyirtg left my admirer at Speen^ 
ham-land>^I proceeded to Batb> where 

I 
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t reimmed only €wo di^ys, under the 
care of an aunt (by way of feeing the 
place) when I proceeded to my fa* 
ther*s feat in the North of Wales 5 and 
on my arrival was made wretched by 
finding that my facher, in my a^nce^ 
had agreed to beftow me in marriage on: 
a rich, ufurious wretch^ as ugly as 
hhag^nation can fd#m an idea of, and 
old enough to be niy^grandfather. — It 
was in vain that I remonftrated agaJnft 
this prepofterous match — Prayers and 
tears were in vain- — the horrid bargaia. 
was concluded, and I was to be facrir 
ficed.-~The J>oor vidtim was led weep- 
ing to- the aJtaf — the dreadful cere*" 
mony was read ;. and I conceived that 
my doom waa irrevocably fixed :— but 
providence ordercdit otherwife, while 
preparatioffs wer9 naaking.to celebrate 

this- 



this infernal wedding, my huibaod 
was fcized with an apopleAic fit» 
about an hour ji^efore dinner-time, and 
expired on the fpot. Though I could 
not lament this event, I had yet pru^- 
dence^to ftiflc my fcntiments — but 1 
w^ not hypocrite enough to feign for-^ 
row at one of the happiefl events of my 
life — I aiTure my readers that I made 
a moft comfortable wedding dinner^ 
and flept all night with a ferenity to 
which I had been for fome nights be- 
fore an utter ftranger — In the morning 
I formed a rcfolution which I hoped 
would fecure my repofe ; in confe- 
quence of which I applied to my fa- 
ther, and told him^ as I had facrificed 
my peace of mind to. oblige him, I 
hoped he would indulge me in living 
afingle life, till fortune Jlhould throw 

in. 
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in my way a man whom I could love» 
and he approve of. 

This propofal was readily agreed to, 
and I continued from that time a 
maiden widow, not without hope that 
fome favourable accident might again 
brmg me to the fight of the only man 
I could ever love. — In March laft my 
father paid the debt of nature, and left 
me in pofleffion of his fortune. As 
foon as the funeral was over, I fettled 
all my affairs in Wales, and in June 
arrived in London, indulging the fond 
hope that I fhould yet fee the dear ob- 
ie£i; of my aflfedlions. 

Having waited fome weeks in fruit- 
lefs expeftation, I took the refolution 
of publiflaing the advcrtifement which 

has 



lias given rife to thefc volumes.^— 1 
thought it was pofliblc (though i 
knew it* highly improbable), that the 
tuan I fought might amufe himfelf 
with anfwering that advertifement> if 
it were only to trmpl&f an idle mi- 
nute. 

Fortune was propitiduir tcr ihjr 
wilhes — Charles arrived from Irclattd 
the very d^y before my fummotts Yot 
a hufband appeared; and being eagct 
to know all that was palling in town, 
he read the papers with unufuat atten- 
tion.— The word marriage ftruckhis 
fight — the Angularity of the advertilb- 
ment determined him to anfwer it, in 
the hope (as he has fince confeffcd) 
that Che woman who had cauled it to 

be 
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be prin^dy .night put him on fome 
expediem by which he might find me 

out. 

^ ■ 

He had no iboner farmed this refo^ 
lution» than it occurred to him that I 
might be the advertifcr— Mad with 
this extravagant idea^ he had no pati- 
ence till he faw me,: — What happened 
v^en Ive.met the reader is already in'- 
formied of 5 — yet I did not abiblutely 
know him when I faw him firft, nor 
when he fainted away — but when I 
came to his bed-fide, I recollefted hia 
voice, and wa» tranfported with it^, 
charming found. 

It may feem very extraordinary that 
a woman Ihould not recolleft the man 
(he was fo fond of j — but befides the 

conr. 
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consideration of a five years abfence, 
2C i$ to be remembcrea that I had ne* 
ver been in his company but about ank 
hour,— and that fince 1 had fecn him^ 
the dim, genteel youth, was changed- 
into the portly, comely gentleman* 

It is time I ihould now return t^ 
Charles, whom I left in bed. —Suffice 
it to fay, that his recovery demande^^ 
no phyfician but your humble fervanKS^ 
-I then left him to his repofc for abo» "^ 
three hours, when he returned L^*> 
health and chearfulnefs to the conm^- 
pany. — It may be fuppofed that ^ 

treaty of marriage foon took place. 

From this time, we were but little 
afundcr, and our nuptials, were cele- 
brated 
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teatcd in the beginning of Septem- 
ber, 

Soon after this commencement of 
oxii- acquaintance, the Advertifement 
^i^groffing much of our converfationn 
*^ \¥a8 propofed by Charles, and rea- 
^^ily agreed to on my part, that our 
*^ifure hours previous to our marriage 
ttxould be employed in anfwering the 
*t*tters of fome of my lovers, and find- 
ing out their real charafters. — How 
>Vcll this has been executed will appear 
in the following ftieets. 



In confequence of this agreement I 
lyrote an anfwer to the following letter, 

in- 
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informing the writer that a gcntlonas 
of my acquaintance would meet Urn 
sx the place which he defired my anfwer 
to be diredled to. 






Lit* 
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1. E T T E R XV. 



Dear Madam, 

HAVING but a Little time, when 
I fat down to Write on fuch an 
£nigmatical aflfair ; which ought to 
be of the grcatcft importance •, but in 
reality I mull profcfs myfelf aftrangcr 
to Write an Anfwer to fuch a ferious . 
Propofal as is in the Advertifcment; 
But however to go upon plain terms 
l*tn but a Countryman the only Son 
of a Very Worthy gentleman in Der- 
bylhire has had a genteel Education, 
and not defpicable at all in. Perfon, if 

I may 
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I may take the freedom to fay £>» 
beauty is amiable to be fhurc, which 
I thank God I have got my fhare^: 
but. Virtue, dignity. Complacency, 
affability, and Excellencies of the like 
fuperiors are real Qualites to adorn 
either Sex ; which I doubt not, Mam, 
you are illuftered and accompliflicd 
with all the Delicacy and Courtefy that 
can create love and cfteem in the fe- 
mining Gender, and if I might but 
have the He nour of feeing Your per- 
fon, no doubt but thefe would be at 
flow of pcrfwations ; and perhaps both 
fides might meet with the greateft ap- 
probation ; but it conftrains me to be 
quick for two gentlemen is waiting 
of me, and in a word I am about 24 
years of age never had but one Sweet- 
heart in all my whole Life, flic had 

an 
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an Hundred a Year in her own Pof- 
feflion; but their happened to be a 
mifconftruAion betwixt Parents which 
made me come to London: and I 
may juftly fay with the Poet. 

I like the Child whofe folly proved 
it'alofs; 
Rcfews'd the Gold, and did axcept 
the Glofs : 

But however if I can meet with an 
Amicable fociable Lady j I can Feft 
her in feventy Pounds a Year if fhe 
be one that is likely to make Life a 
Blefling •, and EndowM with Eminent 
Perfeftions : Ita non plus from your 
Ardent well wiflier, 

J. W. 
London "July 31 1772. 

VoL.L H P. 5. A 
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p. S. A Line direAed t€ 
be kft at the King's armes 
Stnset Oxford sSccreot ihsdl.b 
tended to . 

•Cioifd likEJto Write anot 
when time will admit if not 



Mr. J. W. was punftual 1 
pointment^— and foan conv 
huiband that this perfon ( 
education was an unlicked 
cub ; ignorant and illiterate 
degree ; and with regard to h 
about as handfome as the 
brated Heydiegger is faid 
been. 
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The following letter comes from 
one who had likewife no very con- 
temptible opinion of Jiis own fwcct 
Perfon. 



"& 



He LET- 
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LETTER XVI. . 

JVednefdirf 29 July 1 772. 
MADAM, 

BEING defirous orfettling in the 
Marriage State and Unengaged 
at Prefent in my afFeftions flatter my- 
felf I fhall prove every way agreeable 
As I am reconned very bandfome tall 
Young have had very Genteel educa- 
tion and very Good Connexions and 
friends A mother retiring from buli- 
nefs with a Good fortune and my&lf 
in Good Circumftances in fhort eve^ 

thing 
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thing that can make a woman a good 
Hafband And if An interview is a^ 
greeable may Dere6t for A, B. at Mr* 
Pitts Peruke maker under the Great 
Piazz Covent Garden and the ftridteft 
Honor and fecrefy may be Depended 
upon As I am Going out of Towa 
hope an Anfwer will be fent this Af- 
ternoon or tomorrow morning hopes 
this rough Anfwer will be excufed be- 
ing on very IjTrgent Bufinefs begs that 
none but Principals will treat this not 
ttieant in any way but ferioufnefs^ 



THIS genius, upon enquiryv 

proved to be a journeyman frizeur. — 

He did not want common fenfe, but 

the abfurdity of his tafte may be judg- 

H3 ed 
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cd of from his drels and behav!< 
It may be fuppofed that he 
dceffed to the bt& advantage tt 
my friend.— He wore a Ghftt 
coat that had once been blm i 
belagh waiftcoaiC, mended in th 
four places y and white filk &Oi 
ihat flood much in. need of msj 
Down his back bung a tail of a 
enormous length and magnirud< 
on his head ftuck a hat not 
bigger than a half-crown.*—-'' 
Charles^ told liim that he was. 
the lady ^ould not approve of 1- 
drefles, he faid confidently, th 
was certain there was not a worn 
England could refift him, if h 
but once the pleafure of being i 
company.— O Vanity !— happy 
BBSs!— how devout are the vc 
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that worfhip at thy flirine!— Charles 
le£c him to confole himfelf as. well as 
lie could, and haftened to enquire the 
cHanAf r of a geatieman to whom 
wc had not written. 

But firft let us preient the reader 
^^itbthis gentleman's epiftlc. 



H4 LET- 
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L E T T E R XVII. 

MADAM, 
npHE Spirit with which your Ad-: 
-*• drefs in this Day's Paper is pen- 
ned, encourages me to requeft an In- 
terview, or fuch an Anfwer as you liiay 
think me worthy of. It has been ob- 
ferved that a marriage of love is plea* 
fant, a marriage of mtereft ea(y, and 
where both are joined it muft be hap- 
py. Permit me to affure you, Ma- 
dam, that I could never barter my 
happinefs for Wealth, for I am Mailer 
of enough to appear with Satisfaflion 
to njyfelf, and Credit to my Friends. 

It 
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ft will not be to my Difadvantage I 
prefutne to obfcrve, that I am an. Offi- 
cer in the Army. My Age thirty, and 
for my Hiimor, I have genteel 
Friends to vouch. for the Goodnefs o£ 
it. But of thefe Matters I hope. Ma- 
dam, to have the Honor of giving you 
I more particular Account, conjuring 
[Oirat-the fame Time to believe, that 
Rhatever the Succefs of thefe Lines 
Mf prove, I fhall not be wanting in 
hat Honor and candid Treatment 
rhtch you have fo good a Right tO' 
]i$Hm. — A Line addrefled to G. G* 
nIcws CpSct Houfe, Duke's Courr,. 
:(. Martin's Lane, will be fafefy and 
aoft gratefully received by, 

MADAM, 
Your moft devoted hUmblc Servant, 
Wdnefd^ Evining.. G G^ 

H S ON 
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On enquiry, we found the writer oi 
this letter to be a man of undoubted 
courage, real honour^ and mod amia- 
ble chara&er in every refpeA. — ^If any 
lady of moderate fortune^ and unble- 
mifhed reputation, is ferioufly incliaed 
to change the fingle for the maericd 
fiate, and will leave her addrela wtk 
the publifher of thefe volumes,, we will 
endeavour to recommend her to a hut 
band of very ftipcrior merit. 



My next corre^ondent has foroc^ 
thing peculiarly attraftive about hisu 
—He writes as follows. 



LET- 
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■^ E XT E R XVIII. 

(Trs* £ S« 

■^HIS comes with my kindc love 
and dutie — I am 60 Years old 
tru£ — but tlien I ha^e thrtt: times 
c fortia-^rrl cant (^^ I'm a very 
boahleMan^ hawiii^ onely one eys^ 
fome j^ears agp^ had the mifchance 
ir^e m.]f leg^ ia that I am fsdm ta 
• a- wooden ono'g hut accept tboie 
iotftioos. aa a na&y J^^^na- that 
;jes me aH the Waiter^, an a little 
:h of Riumatife mMvand then^ Tn^ 
irty found man of my age ; and 
lid be glad of a companion: to 
H 6 finct 



Ift^. 
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nurs me.— pleefe to fend your anfuf 
to the two blew Poftes in Rullel SVete 
Conunon Gardin to 

Yours at command 



THE reader will ezcufe me if HC I 
took no notice of this gentleman's epil^-KJ^ 
de— the poor devil is certainly plaguec^^ 
enough, without having the fruitleTK^^ 
toil of courtfhip on his hands.-*^! moOfc: «ft 
heartily recommend him, and hK -is 
rheumatifm, and his afthma, and h^ -^ 
one eye, and his wooden leg, to l^fl^c 
governors of Chelfea HofpitaU 



TI:3f ^ 
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- The. following I received from a 
]3over whofe perfeftions I will defcribc 
^hen: the reader has been diverted 
;wich a perufal of hb letter. 



€^ 



LET- 
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LETTER XIX: 

MADAM, 

IN viewing the daily pisipcr oar 1 
found an adrefs which put to a 
ftand, I therfour would with finceritty 
adrefs my Self to you in an honorable 
maner if by any Mains I am fo fortu- 
nct as to gain your heart which is the 
Chief Objeft of my Wiflies, perhaps 
you may be apt to think it is your 
fortune I Aim at. but alias what is 
fortune without that Cander of Bli6 
which Unites Each heart to that Love 
that Cannot be expreft by human 
^ Tongue^ theufour I think that Mans 
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; Fool If ever fo grait that refuicfes a 
brtune wkh finccrky of Love when 
ifirrd ta him, then as to my part I am 
k Young' Man that providence has 
Uesd, me with hotb- Sprkual andl 
TempraV Bleflings in an abndant Ma- 
ler where by I may be enabled to (hair 
ftttt to- one I love, if theirfore I am fo 
kappy as to Gain your AfFeftions 1 
hall be happy in the enjoyment of 
fOVL white Life Lads which is far pre- 
rurable tO' any thing hear. Der Ma- 
lam I fhould be glad of one hours 
Donvcrfation at yo«r dwelling if agree- 
Me. be fo kkid to fend an Anfwer ta 
diis and I fall 

Remain yours for Ever 
Jttfy the itjiy 1772. F. A. 

Direft to me at Mr. ■ * s m 

WlUte hors. Yard Dniry ht&r^ 

I Thought 
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I Thought the writer of xhis cpiftfe 
too original a genius not to afibrd 
fome diverfion — I therefiore wrote him 
the following notc^ 

"SIR, 
I have the favour of your fcnfiblc 
and obliging epiflle, and ihall be glad 
to fee yoii at my lodgings on Monday 
evening next, prcceifely at fevcn* 
o'clock. — The bearer will dired you 
where to find 

Your humble Servant, 



My hero was punftual to the ap- 
pointment*, nor was I in the lead fur* 
prized Mihen my maid mtroduced^.a 

tall,, 



tally piale, emaciated animat, drefled 
in a coat that bad once been black, ft 
grizrie wig defe^ive in nothing but 
the curls, mA a hat larger than the 
largeft kevenhuUer I had ever feen.-^ 
I had gueflled froRi the flyle of my^ 
lover's epiftle, that he was a nnethodift 
preacher — nor was I deceived in the 
judgment I had formed—He was one 
of that corps, and of the itinerant kind» 
—We entered on bufinefs widi great 
foiemnity •, and my admirer explained 
with Angular precifion, the profits: 
wrhich might be made b^ bis trade* 

He was for employing the prin- 
ripal part of my fortune in build-* 
ng a tabernacle, the fevcral pews of 
.vhich, he convinced me, might be 

ktt 
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lett by the quarter, for as much OIOk 
ney as would produce full twentyt &ye 
ptr cm. on the money expended ia 
the building.— -I had no doubt of the 
j.uflnei3 of his reafoning— but as I wac 
determined never to be concerned in 
making a tradt of rriigiottj (and for 
other reafons which the reader is ac- 
qjLiainted with) I begged his pardon, 
for the trouble I had given hinv 
and requeited the favour of his ab- 
ience« 



The contrait evident in the ftyle 
of thefe letters will probably afford no 
fmall entertainment to my readers— 
the good fcnfe of my next correfpon- 

dent 



dene will occafion him to pardon the 
Ithettf I have taken in printing his lee 
ler. 



W 



LET- 
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LETTER XX. 



MADAM, 

EXCUSE me if I fufpeft that I zm 
now writing to an ideal Pcrfon, 
who never did cxift, or at Icaft never 
means to appear \ the Letters which 
will be received in Confequence of 
Your Advertifement will doubtlefs be 
many and entertaining, and probably 
afford an Evening of Mirth and 
Laughter to Yourfelf and Friends; 
You have held out a Bait which will 
attraift a Multiplicity of Admirers, a 

Bait 
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Bait peculiarly adapted to the Meri- 
dian of London, where every other 
Power yields to the Attraftion of 
Gold : What a Croud of Admirers 
will thofe few Lines produce ? all the 
Beauties and Abilities of Mankind 
will be prefented to you in every 
Dcfcription, and perpetual Conftancy 

will be promifed to an Objcd 

the^ have never feen. 

If you are really ferious, this isxny 
ferious Anfwer, Money to me is not 
an Object, it is abfolutely neceflaiy to 
fee each otTier before we can form an 
idea of a matrimonial connexion 5 
though we (hould mutually poflefs 
fuch Gifts of Nature and of Ediica* 
tionas would render us defirable Ob^ 
jedts to others, they may appear to lis 

in 
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in a different Light— <- As Your Perfon 
•is left undefcribed, mine alfo (hall fe« 
main in Darkne(s, except fuch Light 
as Health and Youth can befitow upon 
it.-^I C9me into th<s Wotkl tbeSoaof 
a Gentleman, from that Ghacader I 
have never deviated either by Inclina^ 
tion or Situation in Life. 



If, Madam, you will permit me to 
fee you. in fome public Place, with 
fuch Defcription as Ihall enable me to 
know Your Perfon, I will acknow- 
ledge the Favor and return you ray 
ferfonal Thanks. 

Under thcfc Circumftances You will 
azcufe my making Ufe of a feigned 
Name and definng You to dired to 

A. P. 
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A. P. Martin, at Story's Gate Coffee 



IN confequence of the receipt of 
this letter my dear Charles made en- 
quiry who and what the writer was, 
and found him to be a gentleman fo 
compleatly qualified to render the 
married ftate a ftate of the moft perfeft 
happinefs, as that his anfwer, alone, to 
my advertifement might well juftify 
any woman in advertijing for a huf- 
land. 



In the next letter there is fuch a 
mixture of ambiguity and fincerity, 

that 
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tliat I was greatly at a lofs, till I hi 
made fome enquiry concerning tl 
writer, to determine with which da 
of my addreflcrs to range him. 



^ 



LET 
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LETTER XXI. 



r JN jeune homme de vingt deux 
c-/ ans nes de Parents qui jouiffent 
uelque fortune et d*un Credit illimite 
ans un Pays libre ; qui ne'ft que de- 
ui Un Mois en Angleterre, ou il eft 
cnu dans le defTein de te placer dans 
Commerce, qui a fait fa fcule Occu- 
aitlon jufqua prefent & ay ant beau- 
3up d^inclination pour ce genre de 
ie, cfpcre qu'ave quelques fonds il 
ourroit facilement fe procurer un 
On ctabliflement, particulierement 
ans fon Pays, Natal fi Tage de la Per- 
>nne qui s'annonce nc'ft pas dilpro- 
VoL. I. I por- 
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portionne* aufien et quelle jouifTe des 
qualite dont elle fait mention, il fcroit 
fincerement difpofc* a Tunir a cUc, 
pourvie que ks caractercs puiflent fc 
s'mpatifcr reciproquement, mon adrcf- 
fc eft. 

To Mr. Ho er at Mr. Field ncir 

the Bridge for A & : Hammerfmith. 



THIS gentleman proved upon en- 
quiry to be the fon of a Dutch Ikippcr, 
and kindly in conjuhftion with his fa- 
ther fumifhcd our nobility and gentry 
with fiHcs, laces, and numerous other 
articles, free of thofe heavy duties, 
which ought, in their opinion to be 
paid by the CanaUe only. My fortune 
I found was to be employed in this 

b9' 



bonourabk as well as lucrative branch 
of trade,, but fctting afide my fears of 
the want of abilities of this " Jeune 
" horn me de vingt deux ans" to carry 
on fo hazardous an employ, the bull- 
nefs itfclf would have had no charms 
for me, even if I had not been al- 
ready engaged. 



Thf mn lewr was ftpjii ^ %^n\i^ 
man of the gPWHi vho fr?m^ii by hjs 
own account to b(g( fo weUfitu^ted Iq 
life, thftt I could not forbear repifoach- 
ing him in my mind for wifhing to en- 
crcafe his poffcffions. 



I 2 LET- 



\ 
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LETTER X;XI 



A Country clergyman withtw 
•^^ mgs of £^00. per annufffj \ 
defirous of cntring into the holy 
is impatient for an interview wit 
amiable widow whofe ideal 
more than the profpeft of her fo 
is the objeft which moft engag 
attention. Anplaceof affignatior 
for this afternoon by a line direfi 
M. A. to be left at the bar of I 
Coffee houfc any time between thi 
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rce o'clock viW infinitely oJ>ligc the 
idy's faithful admirer 

M.A. 
IVednefday mprnwg. 



THE writer of the above had not, 
found on enquiry, attempted to 
ccive me in his account of him- 
(• I therefore foftened my refufal 
him in the beft manner I could, 
d concluded it with a word of 
vice concerning pluralities. 



Confidering the " Carriter'* the 
iter of the following epiftle al- 
^s himfclf to be pofleffed of, it 
m extraordinary that he ihould 
I 3 be 
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be in fo great a hurry to alter I 
condition, as with fuch qualificatio 
he might certainly match himfclf a 
vantageoufly at any time. 



W 



L El 
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LETTER XXIII. 

Jv^ 119, 1772. 

Dear Madam 

I This Day Seeing Your Advert!- 
merit, in the Papers : being a Sin- 
gle Man. adge about 30 Years : and 
beares the Moft Carriter as any Young 
Man in London You May hear of Mie 
at Goads a Linen Draper in White 
Street or at Mr. Brewerton Robe Ma- 
ker in Carey Street, Linn in field or at 
Meflrs. Fifher and Skinner Tobacco- 
nift. No. Sor Weft Smithfield wapc 
X DOW Lives at : Should be Glad to 

alter 
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alter my Condittion as Soon as Pofli^ 
ble I Remainds. Yours Madam till an 
anfwcarc 

- . - JO. 



MY Charles afTures me that this 
gentleman's charafter for honefty, fo- 
briety and affiduity, is unexception- 
able, and that he makes a (hining fi* 
' gurc behind a compter : I ther^sfore 
recommend it to him to continue ia 
his prefent employ for about thirty 
years longer ; by which time ('tis po(l 
fible) he may gain fo much experience 
as to perceive the impropriety of ^ 
journeyman tradefman, without a iba^ 
pence, making his addreiles to a wo- 
man 



C ^77 ] 
man with four thoufand pounds for^ 

tune. 

In the mean trme I wifti him all 
the fuccefs in life which fuch qualifica« 
tions as his are, entitle the-pofleflbr 
to, and which they cannot fail to ac^ 
quire him. 



The next epiftle is a mafter-piece 

in its kind. Its author is by hb 

own account " free from incumbran- 
ces" which it would be much more 
to- his advantage to be loaded with 
(I mean the goods of fortune) and 
though " procefled with Principalis 
worthey of Notis" yet entirely defti- 

tutc 
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tute of that one principal (fo neceflarjr 
in the mart of matrimony) a principal 
fum of money. Yet to ballance thefe 
4ifadvantage8 he fwears fealty to my 
perfon without ever having feea me» 
and does homage at my fhrine as to 
an ^^ amiable and angelic fair one/* 
when at the fame time I may be (for 
aught he knows to the contrary) al- 
moil as unamiable in my peribn as 
in my correlpondent Y. Z. (fee Let- 
ter XVI II.) — But to be fcrious — 
This gentleman's letter is a glaring 
proof of that inconceivable infatua^* 
tion which poiTeffes fome perfona 
in the purfuit of thr^ir defigns, and 
which often expofes them to the 
grcateft difRculiics and dangers j 
though in the prefent cafe difap- 

point- 
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pointment and ridicule, can be the 
only bad confequenccs of our hero's 
folly. 



End of the First Volume. 



; 

i 

I 






>| ^^ ict>^<CK8pt8pcSi}c6xigxi{WlBc{ociS^^ 



T H C 



?5:ews-paper wedding; 



VOL. Ui 



T H r 

BTEWS^PAPER WEPDING^, 

O It, A K 

AHVERTIS EMENT 

FOR A 

H U S B A N- IX. 

A N O V E L;; 

j|^9and6d on Incidents w^hich arofe in Gbnfe* 
quence of an Advertifement that appeared in 
theDAiLY Adveirtiser of July 29, 177*4 

I N C L* U D IN C 

£^ Nomber bf original L E T T E R S#on the 
Subjea or 

LOVE ANB MARRIAGE. 
V O L. II* 

LONDON: 

jPrtnUd for R, Snasg, No, 29, PatemoAer-Row. 

J77%- * 



THE 



NEWS-PAPER WEDDING. 



LETTER XXIV. 

Dear Madam 

TN Confequence of an advertifement 

-*• in the Paper to Day, Iridus,d me 

to uke the Liberty to addrefs My felf. 

Vol. n. B as 
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as being perfedley free from Incum-- 
brances and flatters him fclf procefs*d 
with principalis worthey of Notis, and 
thcirfore generoufly declear's He is 
in no employ, neither is he procefs'd 
with any Fortune — but has a fmall 
dependance of an Unckle Which if 
fo hapy, as to be approved on and the 
deficiantcys of Fortune fet a fide, he 
will ufe his utmoft endeavour to 
be thought truly Defcrving in the 
opinion of his Amiable and Angilic 
Fa!r one ! — 

For it is not all ways money which 
makes matrimony the moft Hapieft 
ftate — 

which if I am fo hapy as to obtain 

anfwcr 
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anfwer or an Interveiw — ^you may De- 
pend on Infaliable — 
Proofs of the Intrinfick goodnefs of 
a mind which which would at all times 
be truly Devoted to his amiable part- 
ner for Life; 

July 2^th 1772 

A Line Direfted to T. S. at Mr. 
Scotts Baker in Belton — Street Long 
Acre — (hall be Duly obfervd. and the 
ftrifteft Honour, and Secresy may be 
Depend, upon 



THE enquiries which my dear 
Charles made concerning this gentle- 



6 2 man 
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man, wcr* attended with fome cir- 
cumftances fo highly diverting, that I 
hope my readers will not think me te* 
dious if I recite them at length, Mjr 
correfpondent's profefSon proved to 
be that of a ftrolling player, but hi* 
abilities in that ftation were fo fmall 
they had not been able to procure him 
an engagement in any of the compa- 
nies which had gone on the Summer 
campaigns. With difficulty Charles 
obtained an interview with this gentle- 
man, the defcriptioH of whofe figure 
and drefs is as follows : He appeared 
to be about twenty five years of age, 
tall, and tolerably* well made, with a 
ruddinefs in his countenance in which 
it was very apparent that health bore 
no part: though young, his legs 
could fcarcely be faid to fupport him ; 

. and 
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and tbs frequent (bakings b^th of 
them and his hands gave him the ap- 
pearance of a man affli&ed with the 
palfy. He was dreiTed in a coat which* 
had once been a ftone colour, a tambour 
waiftcoat, the wrinkles and cracks in 
which loudly procUutn/ed the emi- 
nent fervices, it had formerly repderad 
ks pre&nt (or fome other) owoer, or 
(perhaps it might be more proper to 
£iy) wearer \ a p^ir of the new faihi- 
oned ftriped breeches, and white 
filk fiockings, which feemed to vie 
with the waillcoat in point of lehgthof 
{brvides. His hair was dreffed to the 
very utmoft extent of tafte, as a 
bunch of it behind much thicker than 
the calf of his leg, plainly denoted. 
His hat alfo appeared to be cocked in 
the heighth of the mode. I fay ap- 
B 3 pare4% 



pearei^ becaufe he kept it fo clofe un« 
der his arm during the whole inter- 
view, that it was impoflible ta form 
an accurate Judgement of it. A 
fword, the prefent brightnefs of whofe 
hilt could not conceal its having been 
once worn in honour of the dead, com- 
pleatcd the drefs of this very extraor- 
dinary perfonage.— Previous to his en- 
trance into the room where Charles 
was waiting for him, he took a furvey 
of Charles's perfon through pane of 
glafs fixed in the wainfcot ; and then 
boldly made his approach. After the 
firft falutation had paffed, a dialogue 
enfucd, which Charles has from recol- 
leftion enabled me to lay before my 
readers nearly word for word. 

Charles : 
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Charles : I believe. Sir, you addref- 
icd a letter fome few days ago to a 
lady advertifing in the public papers 
under the lignaturc of E. S. ? 

Gentleman: Yes — Sir. — \JVitb fome 
bejitation^ and much apparent confufion in 
his countenance.'] 

My dear Charles has fince acknow- 
ledged to me, that this appearance of 
ingenuoufnefs in the poor fellow, had 
nearly induced him to break off all fur- 
ther conference with him, and there- 
by to have fpared him that.feverc 
mortification which he had before re- 
folved to make him feel ; but confi- 
dering that the intended medicine, 
though rough in its nature, might ope- 
B 4 rate 
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rate to the patient's benefit, he deter- 
mined to proceed in his firfl: defign, and 
therefore refumed the dialogue in the 
fbllowing terms : 

Charles : I wait on you. Sir, from 
that lady ; and fhe dcfires that you 
would acquaint her, by me, withfucti 
circumflances of your fltuation in life 
as you have not taken notice of in 
your letter to her : as alfo that you 
would pleafe to direft me to fome per- 
fons, of whom I may make fuch en- 
quiries concerning you as may be ne- 
ceffary, before any interview can be 
granted. This, Sir, is my authority 
[giving him a letter from me^ em* 
powering him to make thefe enqui^ 
ries.] 

After 
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After the gentleman had read my 

letter, he recovered himfelffo far as 

' to continue the converfation with lefs 

helitation than he had begun it with,. 

and proceeded thus : 

Gtntkman: As to my fituation of 
life, Sir, I cannot fay as bow it is a 
very good one, being (as I told the 
lady in my letter) out of employ jufl: 
nowj and not having any fortune ta 
live upon» But that does not argufy^, 
fbr I can get ten Ihillings a week all 
tJhe time the boufes are open ; and I 
did fo too all laft feafon. Befides I 
have a rich old uncle (as I told the 
lady in my letter) on whom I have 
great dependance. Then as to get- 
B 5 ting, 
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ting people to give me a charadcr, I 
can get enough of them, for there's 

Mr. at the wine vaults [he 

(hould rather have faid a gin-Jhop] in 

—— Street j and Mr. ^ who 

is the head waiter at *s bagnio, 

and Mr. , who is the marker 

at Mr. *s billiard table ; and then 

there's Mr. , who is the helper in 

my Lord 's ftables, and benefi 

Ben B and little Dick R ^ 

and a great many more more gendc- 
men who all knows me very well, and 
will all give me a very good charadcr 
at any time by night or by day^ fo that 
you fee. Sir, I can get a charafter 
when I will // thafs alL 

Charles : Of that. Sir, I make no 
doubt. May I alk> Sir, in what capacity 

you 
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you a£led at the theatre, during laft 
fcafon ? 

Gentleman : Sir ? — I did not aS any 
capacity at all. 

Charles : (Jiiflin^ a laugh) I believe. 
Sir, you do not rightly undcrftand 
my qucftion : I meant to aflc you what 
the bufinefs was which you did for 
that falary of ten (hillings a week ? 

Gentleman : Oh ! Sir, now I knows 
what you mean ; why I was an ador. 
Sir. 

Charles: What parts might you 
perform ? 
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Gentteman : Why I always addd a 
foldier u\ Richard the Hid. and one of 
the bearers in Romeo and Jukt ; and 
one of the gang in the Beggar's Ope- 
ra ; and a devil in Dr. Fauftus : but 
bcfidcs all this, I fometimcs helped to 
fhift the fcencs, and to fweep th^^ 
ftage. 

CbarUs: Really, Sir, you had ^^ 
great deal of bufinefs to do with a vcr 
fmall ialary.— You mentioned, 1 think;^^ > 
that you had an uncle on whom yo u r^--^ 
have fome dependance ; I fliould b^^ 
glad to know fome further particulars^ 
concerning that gentleman* 

Gentleman: That uncle of minr^ 
5ir is a great farmer, in — — -> he 

lent^ 
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rents a farm of ^40 a year, and bc- 
fides that he has £^100 in the ftocks: 
my uncle is very old, and he has pro- 
mifird me very often that he would 
teave me h^ndfomt when he dies. 

Charles : Then I fuppofe your uncle 
has no family of hifr own ? 

Gentleman: Oh! yes Sir, but be 
has a wife and two daughters ; but 
then I am fa great a favourite with 
him, that I am fure I fhall have a 
gre^t deal of bis. money when he, 
dies^ 

Charles: Now, Sir, ki cafe this lady 
&ould think proper to accept of you 
as a husband, in what manner wou}d 
you difpofe of her fortune ? 

Cen^ 
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Genikman : Why, Sir, as to that I 

have fpoke to Mr. , at the winc- 

" vaults already ; and he has promifcd 
to let me in for a thoufand pounds, and 
there's a mort of trade at that houfe j and 

there's Lord 's helpen tells me, 

that his matter gets a great deal of 
money in a year by his race horfes ; fo 
that I intend to buy fome of them too, 
and go down to New market as well 
as the bejl of them. Then I ftiall buy 
me a country houfe and a town houfe, 
and a coach and a pair of horfes, and 
Lord 's helper fliall be my coach- 
man. And then I will buy me a great 
many lottery tickets, and then I ftiall 
ftand a good chance of getting the 
twenty thoufand pound, and then 

Charles : 
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Charles: [with emotion] — My pa- 
tience is exhaufted ! — You muft ex- 
cufe me. Sir, for I can no longer 
liften to luch ridiculous nonfenle. Is 
it poflible that, (fituated as you are) 
you could entertain the leaft hopes of 
obtaining a woman in marriage with 
fuch a fortune as that of the lady in 
queftion ? — But the demand is unne- 
ccflary ^ you have openly avowed 
thofe hopes-, nay, have even laid 
down a plan for the difpofal of that 
fortune, — You 

Gentleman : [fVitb a countename in 
which affright wasfirongly depiSled^ and 
an univerfal trepidation.'} Sir? I hope 
I have not affronted you — I am furc I 

did 
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did never mean to doit. — I only an* 
fwcrcd you when you tf^^iqucftions. 

Charles : \foftening both his voice mfi 
manner.'] You have not affronted me: 
—I drew myfelf into this dilemma.— 
What I have farther to fay to you, I 
mean for you* benefit, therefore I de- 
fire you would not interrupt me. — ?- 
When a man who has no fortune fceks 
to match himfelf with a woman of 
wealth, he certainly ought to poflcfs 
an agreeable perfon, and fome degree 
of fenfe. Of both thefe qualifications 
(I am forry to fay) you are totally de- 
void. Yet under thefe circumftances 
you have prefumed to addrefs a lady 
with four thoufand pounds fortune. 
At the beginning of our conference 
you blulhcd and hefitaced in your 

fpeech J 
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ipeech; this was caufed by the con- 
viction which you then felt of the im- 
propriety of your conduct. Let your 
bad^uccefs on the prefent occftQon be 
a warning to you for the future : feek 
QUt fonn: honfift employment^ and 
Ww4 fi»rtUfi9*-huQtIfiig 19 ihok who 
are better qualified, botb by nature 
and art, for fuch purfuics. 

Charles then quitted the room, and 
was waited on to the door by our poor 
chap-fallen hero, who juft fummoned 
fpirit enough to bid hi>n farewcl, and 
feemed heartily glad to get rid of him 
at any rate. 



The pretenfions of my next corrc- 
fpoqdent, as fet forth in his letter, are 

almoft 
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you be fo good to lett me know where 
to come to you 

Plcafc to direft for Me J B at 
Batfon Coffee houfe Cornhill and 1 
will call for. ic on Friday 

P S Secrecy May be Depended on 
as it (hall Go no farther than my bh 
foqi* 



MY dear Charles found in this 
gentleman, a perfon whom he had 
known formerly in pretty good cir- 
cumftanccs : but as he did not fcem 
to recolleft my friend, Charles would 
not make himfclf known to him 5: 
judging that in fo doing, he might 

pr^ 
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»rev6Qt his being fo explicit in his an-« 
srcrs to the queftions propofcd to 
lim, as he would be, whilft he 
icwed Charles in the light of an utter 
tcjuiger to his perfon and circum^ 
bfHces. 

Not to detain the reader longer ; this 
orrcfpondent*s fituation and views in 
ifc were as follows : He had lately 
net with fome mifchance in the trade 
>f a haberdalher, which had induced 
iim t6 lay down that buGnefs. But he 
fitbftded to re-embark in that branch 
kith the fmall remains of fortune he 
fad been able to fave from his late 
hipwreck. In this defign, he told 
Charles, my fortune would (in cafe hfr 
Ihould be fo happy as to obtain me) be 
of the greateft fervice, and would in- 
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furc him a fuccefs beyond the p 
of accidents to prevent. — As I r 
thought this gentleman much too 
guine in his expeflations, and be 
having very different profpefts in 
in the difpofal of myfelf, I wrote 
a polite note, in which I gave h 
refufal in form. 



Few of the letters which I hav 
ceived, contain fo advantageous aj 
count of the writer's fituation in 11 
the following epiftle : the writer 
is certainly a tradefman every in 
the " Five Feet, Eight Inches, 
his ftature. 



L ] 
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LETTER XXVI. 

MADAM, 

IN ifnfw^r to Your Advertisment 
this Day of Youre Carrafter was 
Clearc and as good as your a Drefler 
wich is Undeniable for fence and 
good temper as all fo for a good Huf- 
band one that have Loft his wife and 
Children Lately is Pofefed of betwen 
one and two Hundred a Year and in 
a Cappetal Way of Bisncfs and. one 
of the Genteelis the Profets of wich 
is Conciderable and as' kept Houfc 
tbis 14 Years where now I Liv and 

Se. 
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Setewation Un Deniable in ond of the 
•Capetal Streets near St. James and is 
forty two Years of age is Very aftif 
and of a good ftate of helth in ftatue 
five feet Eight inches high and of a 
Percenable a Parence Madam A Let- 
ter Dircdted to H. B. D. to be Left at 
the Euneon Coffey Houfe In Picca- 
dilly a Pointing an Int«rvxie Shall be 
amcdately watead upon 

from Md. Youre moft 

Obedent Humble 
Servant 
H. B. D. 

N. B the Strickteft Honnour and 
Seckefe may be Relied Upon and it 
his Hoped the Same will be ob- 
fcrved 

London 2^tbe July 1772 

THIS 
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THIS correfpondent*s circumftances 
were found upon enquiry to be fuch 
as he had fet forth in his letter. He 
queftioned my friend Charles very 
clofely concerning my abilities in the 
hmfeholi way^ and my temper : alio 
concerning my fortune, in what man- 
ner it was fecured. He feemed very 
well pleafed with Charles's anfwers ; 
and defired him to acquaint me, that 
he wilhed I would grant a fpeedy in- 
terview, that matters might be brought 
to a conclufion, as foon as pofiible. 
He a^lfo made ufe of feveral old layings 
to evince the neceflity of putting a/- 
nijhing hand to the bufmefs in a fhorc 
time. Such as '' delays breed danger." 
— " Happy is the wooing, that is 
" not long a doing; and. the like/* 

Vol. II. C Upon 
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Upon Charles's return from the inter- 
view, and communicating to me what 
had pafled ; I immediately difpatchcd 
the following letter to this man of 
trade. 

SIR, 

As difpatch is the foul of bufinefs, 
and " delays breed danger." I 
think it proper to give you the moft 
early intimation poffible of my deter- 
mination, with regard to the bufincfs 
in hand. From the various queftions 
you put to my friend concerning my 
abilities, I am perfuaded that I want 
many of thofe qualifications, which 
would be requifite in the woman, 
whom you fhould think worthy of an 
alliance. The charafter which my 
friend gave you of me was through 

par- 
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partiality exaggerated, I wifh you all 
happinefs with the lady whom you 
fliall honour with your choice, and 
remain, 

Your humble fervant, 
E- S. 

The epiftles which I have received 
from fuch of my correfpondents (one 
or two excepted) as are in trade, differ 
fo little from each other in their dic- 
tion, that I fhould not trouble my 
readers with the repetition of them, 
were it not that in moft of them 
fomc circumftance more particularly 
ridiculous than the reft of the piece. 



C 2 LET- 
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LETTER XXVII. 

MADAM, 

IN Reading An Afertion in to days 
Paper Causd me to be fo Pit- 
fumptious as to fend to you Now Ma- 
dam I Am a young Fellow of no For- 
tune but of A good Buifines and if 
you fhould Except of Me you (hall 
find nothing in me But Ihall be in 
Reverance to you Inquire my Carrac- 
ter which you will find to your Mind 
and as for Perfon their his A Number 
worfe I am betweem fix and feven and 
twenty if you fhould Aprove of what 

I 
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J have faid let me know as foon » 
poffible 

I Am your humble 
Servant 

T. a 

N B Pleas to direft at My Lodg-- 

iflg's at Mr, H Taylor Nex door 

ta the Bool and Pin Old Street 
Square 



THIS correfpondent*s charafter was 
unexceptionable, and his fituation in 
life capable of improvement : and had 
I been free from all ingagemcnts, 
thefe confiderations, together with 
that of the blind " Reverance/* which, 
he promifes in his epiftle, might pofli- 
bly have induced me to grant him aa 
C 3 inter- 
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interview, though I might not per- 
haps have (in his fenfe of the word) 
Excepted of him in the end. 



The natives of a filter kingdom lie 
under the imputation of that want- of 
aitentioiH which is commetAf ciiJM' 
fMking bulls. I know not haw ftr the 
charge is well founded j and therefeie 
will not fet down the writer of the fub- 
fequent letter, as a native of that 
country, merely upon account of the 
glaring inaccuracies of his epiftle. 
But I think his name fpeaks him to be 
of that nation. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXVII!. 

M ADAMi 

AFTER I had Read your adver- 
tizcment in yefterdays Paper: 
I thought it Was the indication of a 
Hart i that was Sincere, from which 
I am induce,d to Send you theas Lines 
on the Same principles Containing 
Nothing But truth ; and aCording to 
the Stridteft Rules of Honour, and as 
all Sortes of Declarations More than 
plain Dealing at this time would 
Speak Them Selves Emty. therefore I 
Shall only tell you as far As Conveni- 
ent at this time ; Who : I am : and 
C 4 What 
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What I Mean ; I Shall tell you : that 
I am noi Rich: by telling you That I 
am a Bacheler thirty years of age \ and 
I know No Reafon \ why I am So. but 
the want of afluency of Fortune to 
Enable me to take Care of a beloved 
Wife. aCording to the DeSirc of My 
Hart: but if 'Providence Shuld fa- 
vour me with you, that Dificulty 
would be Removed. But not to be 
prolix ; I am a Native of a City one 
Hundred Miles weft of London I Un- 
derftands Sevcrall Branches of meca- 
nick art ; in theory and Pradlice Gets 
my Living as a Trades-man. have 
Liv'd in town ten years; and if I 
Shuld have an intervew ; and Cor- 
dially Convers with you. Shall ha>^e 
No objeftion to inform you of any 
perticuler you may think proper to 

-En- 
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Shquire or be aGainft any Meathod 
ou may think Expedient to find out 
4iy Careder tho it were as Publick 
fl an advcrtizement. and am yours 
tCording to the Stridbeft Honour and 
0. Sincerity 

IF 

London the ^otb July 1772 

Pleas to Diredl for Peeter Gallon. 
Ltt Mr. Feagan*s No 139 

Long ACre 



THE vein of abfurdity which runs 

hrough this letter, will I fear furnifli 

C 5 much: 
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mueh laughter, at my corref^odbmf^ \ 
eirpence ; however the language of it- 
has at lead: the merit of novelty to % 
commend it, and is in thai: refpeS: o& 
4 footing with many a lidicukHJ^ pc^ 
formance which finds its way iRtx> -the 
world. That paflage in his letter 
where he fays " I ftiall tell you that I 
*' am not rich, by telling you that I 
" am a batchelor of thirty years of 
** age," fcems to indicate that he 
looks upon wealth as the attendant of 
matrimony only. As my views wcre- 
direfled elfewhere I quickly gave the 
Coup de Grace to his hopes, in a fliort 
note which I fcnt him by my friend. 
Charles. 
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have frequently heard fuch a 
: as that of " Downright Dua- 
3le," and from the ftile of the 
'ing letter, I am induced to think 
the author of it is ambitious 
5 title, for he has carried his 
cfs fo far as to drop good man- 
y the way.. 






G 6 LET. 
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LETTER XXIX. 



Mrs. E. S. 

OBferving an advcrtismcnt in C^ic 
Dayly advertiser of this Day'5, 
feting forth a feroous prpofals; and 
knwing my felfe to be very much lb; 
give*n, now and then, which has in- 
duce me to anfwer yn advertisment 
to-catber with knowing my felfe to 
have loft a very worthy wife, and am ^ 
1 again Dispod to Enter on the Mar- 
ried flate, provided I Can find a wo- 
man to My mind; and am Liky{}fe 
on termes of the ftrfdleft honour ; and 

Ej:^ 
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Expefts honourable and Candid Treat- 
ment fo forr you and I feens to agree ; 
fo if you'll have Me I'll have you and 
that's the plain Englilh of it, But be- 
ware- of miftakes for I Do's 'nt mean 
to laugh at you, or to be laugh at-, 
fo if you'll lett Me fee you j you (hall 
She Me So that's as much as poffible 
I Con fay on the Subjedb any more 
thaato tell that you are to Direct a 
Line or two To E. E. at the Cock 
and Pye Drury Lane whom will fend 
fucb anfwer as you as you fhall defire, 

•P. S. I hope you'll Excuft mj 
plain way of Adrefs you Efbeffialy 
the firft Line* 

Wdnejday 4 oXhck 

THOUGH 
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THOUGH my corrcfpondent has 
been very open in the declaration df 
his views in addrefUng me ; yet he has 
not been fo in refpeft to his fituatioa 
in life. He is totally filent on the 
fubjefts both of fortune and ftation. 
Some of my readers may from this 
confideration be apt to furmizc that he 
had gaed reafons for fuch filence j. bu£ 
I will do him the juftice to declare that 
he had as good prelenfiocs, in point 
of fortune and fituation in life, as 
moll of my correfpondents. However 
for thofc reafons which my readers are 
already acquainted with, he fhared the. 
fame fate as the reft. 



Confidering the fmallnefs of my 

forf- 
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tune, there was little probability of 
my- being addrefled by any perfon 
of noble rank : yet I found from the 
enfuing ktter that I had got one o£ • 
that clafs alfo in the number of my 
(liitors. 



L E T^ 
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LETTER XXX- 



MADAM, 

A Meeting is requefted of you by 
a nobleman by birth, who wifbes 
warmly to make happy a lovely wo- 
man, by living together quietly and 
amicaly. Your fortune, as ftated in 
new's paper, would be fufficient as 
his defires. but nothing can be fet- 
led in fuch a matter without a previ- 
ous converfation, to know if fomc 
fimpathy and likenefs of minds can 
give a folid hope of mutual fatisfac- 
tion, be, therefore, fo kind. Ma- 
dam^ 
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dam as to appoint, to the author of 
this letter a place, time and day, you 
(hall think proper for that meeting. 
he (haU^ waic upon your anfwcr, di- 
re Aed t0| A. T. oxford market No.^ 
6. 



M Y dear Charles's enquiries con- 
cerning this gentleman confirmed the 
aflertions contained in the above let* 
tcr. My correfpondent v/as in rea- 
lity of noble, but foreign birth. Bur, 
(as it is very common in fome coun- 
tries) an elder branch of the family 
being poflefled of all the family cf- 
tate, little more than an empty title 
fell to the fhare of this gentleman. 
Thus circumftanced, it was very na- 
tural for him to endeavour to increafe 

his 
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his income; arid my advertiieifi|cflC 
fpeaking me poiTeiTed of that ingre« 
dient m life which of all others he 
mon; wftAtedi he in eonrequ&nce Ad» 
dreiTed the foregoing letter to me- 

As I propofed to mytblf a very dif- 
ferent kind of happinefi in the coa< 
nedlion which I had already formed^ 
from that which the pride and pomp 
of title can afford, I was not in the 
leaft dazzled with the Barents propo* 
fal, but fent him a formal refufal^ 
conceived in terms much to the fbU 
lowing purport:. 

That I was highly Icnfible of 
the honour done me by his propo- 
fals,. but that I could by no means 

avail 



C 43 3 
avail myfelf of his great condc- 

fcenfion, as I had already made the 
refolution, never to form an alliance 
with any perfon, who was not a native 
of the fame country with myfelf* I 
hinted to him the impropriety of his 
ieeking an union with one whofe fa- 
mily did not bear * feventy-two quar- 
terings in their coat of arms i and con- 
cluded with wiCbing him fuccefs in his 
future addreflcs. 



THE next letter I received was 
from one of a very different ftamp, 
and of fuch a profeflion, as perhaps 
may tn^e it matter of wonder that 

ha 

• vide Candid, or the Optimift* 
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he fhould ever entertain a thought 
of anfwering my advertUenienc : it 
ran as follows : 



w 



LET- 
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LETTER XXXI. 



Friend E. S. 

r HAVE fcen what thou haft caufed 
L to be printed, and though it be 
ot commendable to manage Things 
f this Sort with any but the Sifters 
kf the Faithful, yet there is fome- 
hing in what thou haft written which 
vorketh an EflFe£t upon jne ; 1 could 
lot therefore refift the Movement I 
felt which inclined me to anfwer it. 

I am one of the People called 
Quakers. I am poflefled of fonic 

fmall 
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fmall Matters appertaining to worldly 
Wealth ; they are fuch as I have got- 
ten by Induftry ; but as my Bufinefe 
requireth ftilL more, I could wifti to 
join thy Poflcflions thereunto, ia all 
Godlinefs and Honcfty. 

I need not tell thee that as I dcfpife 
the Vanity of Drefs and Worldly 
Pomp, I fliall not fquander away what 
is intrufted to me. But I muft tell 
thee alfo Young Woman, that I can 
never efpoufe one that doth not in all 
Meeknefs keep the fame Decency of 
Habit. — I perceive indeed that thou 
art not yet one of us, but fhouldft 
thou be moved to think well of this 
Epiftle, I will fee and converfe with 
thee, and perhaps thou maycft in Time 

be 
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be fo far enlightened as to receive the 
Truth. 

Thy Money is of fonne Account, I 

would have thee therefore. Friend 

E. S. confider whether thou wouldeft 

do moft advifeably in cafting it away 

upon fomc young Spendthrift, or in 

committing it to the Care of thine^ in 

M Honefty, 

Nchcmiah H — • 

Living in the Street called Grace- 
church Street near the Meeting Houfe. 



AS I had no manner of inclination 
cither to turn Quaker or become a 
Quaker's wife, I prefently difpatched a 

line 
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line to my friend Nehemiah, to inform 
him of my refolution, reprcfcnting 
how unfit I was for him, how impro- 
bable it was that I fliould ever be con- 
verted, and exhorting him, by all 
means, to take him a wife from a- 
mongft the faithful, and not to fet his 
heart fo much upon the mammon of 
unrighteoufnefsu — I have fince heard 
that he is looked upon as a loft brother 
among the congregation. 

This was the laft addrefs I re- 
ceived, and I think it may very veil 
ferve to crown the whole, 

I have now nothing to do but to 
prefent my readers with a (hort and 
interefting account of the former part 
of my life : I have already told them 

that 
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am honourably and happily 
d; — This is certainly, full as 
w, fome perhaps will fay it is 
ban I could expedt from adver- 
for a Hufband. 



^ 



w 



n. D THE 
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THE 



A U T H O R's LIFE 



THOUGH the readers of the 
preceding pages may probably 
have received an unfavourable im- 
preflion, upon the fuppofition, that 
advertifing for a hufband argues a de- 
gree of%forwardnefs that cannot be re- 
conciled to the idea of ftrift virtue; 
yet I hope it will appear, from the 
cnfuing narrative, that my conduft ifl 
that refpeft, as well as in every other 
circumftance of life, has not beien in* 
flv^eoged by the fuggeftions of a b^ 

heart. 
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heart. — ^The mind may have erred, 
but the heart was pure. Doftor John- 
fon obferves, that, " it is no diminu- 
** tion of merit to have been in the 
*« wrong; fince pcrfeftion is not the 
** attribute of mankind." 

Not to trefpafs upon the time of 
my readers by recordinga long cata- 
logue of uninterefting events, I will 
immediately come to that period of 
my life when my judgment may be 
fuppofed to have had fome fhare in di- 
reftfng my aftions, by pointing out 
that inclination is not always to be 
followed at the expence of prbpriety. 

My father, upon the lofs of a moft 
amiable and afFetaibnate 'wife, hadde^- 
tcrrliined^ta- fecludt himfetf entirely 

' D 2 from 
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from fociety, and retire to sui elegant 
villa in Oxfordfhire. 

After having fettled his affairs in 
town, and engaged proper perfons to 
inftrud me in. the feveral branches of 
neceffary and ornamental education, 
he fetout with his Family for this happy 
retreat, where we lived for five years 
detached in a manner from the world, 
having very little intercourfe or corre- 
fpondence with any of its inhabitants, 
except thofe who compofcd our own 
family. 

The firft objefts of my father's con^ 
cern was, to inftill fuch principles into 
my mind as he fuppofed would not 
leave me wholly defencclefs againft 
the rude attacks of the world, when 

fate 
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fate fhould deprive me of his proteG- 
"tion. With reverence be it faid, the 
good man's wiflies, in this particular, 
have not been difappbinted. After 
my father's morning leflbns were over, 
I was delivered to the care of my inftruc- 
tors in the fcveral accomplilhmcnts 
that fccm peculiarly adapted to our 
■ftx 5 and under them I made fo quick 
a progrcfi, that at twelve years of age 
my education was fuppofed to be com- 
pleated. However, there ftill re- 
mained a rufticity, a wantof polifh in 
my manner, which, notwithftanding 
the greateft pains were taken to re- 
move it, rather increafed than wore 
off. My governefs, at length, urged 
the pecefTity of my being immediately 
introduced to polite company, as the 
only means by which I could acquire 

D 3 that 
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that eafc and freedom of behaviour, 
which flic had taught my father to be- 
lieve were the only accomplifhments 
I was not a perfeft miftrefs of. 

It may be pbferved, that parents ge^ 
nerally have a mod wonderful dcffSfi 
of penetration in difcovedog exeqr 
good quality in their childiCJQ, wJbjk 
they are voluntarily infemfibJ^ to tbqr 
errors : nay, it very frequently hap- 
pens, that the foibles, which are, as it 
were, in ^ mean between the virtues 
and vices, are clafled among the for- 
mer, and no fpace allowed to be oc- 
cupied by the latter in the dilpofition 
of the favoured offspring. To thefe 
failings fond parents are but too lia- 
ble, and they are often produftive of 
the moft unhappy confcquences 5 for, 

if 
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V crimes, which, at an early timfe of 
life, may be called venial, are not 
cflFeftually fuppreffed, they i^ill be- 
come habituid .and diffictilt to be re- 
moved I they may even fink into the 
heart, and if once a ftain is fixed there ^ 
the utnnfofi: exertion of the human fa- 
xulties cannot ftop its encreafe, Thefe 
rcfleftions do not apply immediately 
to me or my father, though it muft 
Ite cwiifeficd lie triade" too great a point 
of confultingmy inclinations, and that 
I never poffeffed that degree of merit 
IKrhich his kind partiality attributed to 
me,^ 

With a view to introduce me into 
company, my father facrificed his in- 
tention of leading a-Teclufe life, and 
t^ontra^ted aQ intimacy in feveral gen- 
D 4 teel 
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-teel families about the neighbourhood , 
but he was amply gratified for rclin- 
quifliing his favourite fchemc of hap- 
pinefs by the reception I met with 
from all ranks of people, who wcfC 
profufe in their compliments upon 
what they were pleafed to call the ex- 
traordinary pcrfeftions of my perfbn 
and mind. ... 

I am inclinable to think that the 

efFufions of joy which the expanding 
heart of my father betrayed upon 
hearing fuch lavifli commendations 
beftowed upon his daughter, occafi- 
oncd many well-meaning people to a£t 
in a very foolifh, difingenuous man- 
ner; that by flattering a fimple girl, 
gave up that fincerity and candour 
which Ihould ever diftin^uifli the con- 
vert 



[ SI ] 
vcrfations of focial friends, from the 
idle chit-chat of unmeaning vifltants. 



'o 



Carefled and flattered as I was, my 
heart remained free from the leaft tinc- 
ture of vanity, and indeed, the more 
1 was commended, the more I was 
humbled in my own opinion ; for I 
confidered myfelf as a mere tool, by 
means of which fome defpicable flat- 
terers were continually labouring to 
ingratiate themfelves into the efl:een?i 
rf an extravagantly fond parents 

A clofe attention to the behaviour 
of ladies of the beft breeding, foon ena-- 
bled me to acquire both a graceful and 
dignified deportment ; and at length 
I began to be looked upon with very 
feyoiirable eyes by feveral young gcn^ 
D 5 tlcracn^ 
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tletnen, whom I had occafionaUy feen 
in my vifits. 

I accepted an invication to p^& a 
few weeks with two.young ladies, ^tk 
whom I had formed a drift friend- 
ihip, and through their fbl^ciudoa 
their brother was called from the uoi- 
verfity, to become a party. Ja our litde 
community. This young gentlficnaa 
poirefTcd every advantage that a Ak 
nifhed education could add to an en- 
gaging perfon, a ready and ingenious 
wit, and a heart of the moft difiufivc 
btnevolence. We pafled near twa 
months in the moft agreeable manner 
imaginable, during which time tm 
ihoufand inftances arofe to prove a re- 
markable fympathy of difpoiition be* 
tween the young gentleman and my^ 

fctt 
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feif. In Ihort our minds were in [ier- 
feft unilbn^ One evening, While wb 
were walking in a delightful meadow 
behind the' houfe, by his frequent fighs 
and dejcftW countenance, he cohvinced 
Ae that fohie extraordinary event had 
Bappened to dcftroy the gaiity and na- 
tural livelinefs of his difpofition-^A- 
larmed at his imealinefs, I could not 
fetbcar urging hifmVinthe thoft tender 
sQid-afFeftionate tefmi; td acquaint me 
with the caufe of his dJffrds. 

He took me by the Hand, and widi 
a voice more folemri than L had e^rer 
heard him alTume before, addrefled 
m^ in the following' manner : " That 
^ generous franknefi of heart which 
^ my dear Eliza pbffeffes, is one of 
*^ the amiable qQaltfi'canora:'fbr wbicH 
D6 I 
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" I fo Ughly admire her; and to that 
" franknefs I now apply to, be relieved 
" from the moft extreme diftrcls that 
" the terror of being feparated.from 
" the beloved obje£t of my j foul hai 
^« occafioned^ It is true, that I havt 
<^ made ufe of fomeexprefllons rather 
" too warm to have been didlated by 
" fricndfliip only, but I now execrate 
^^ my awn folly ia fu&ring you ta 
" remain Co long in a ftate of unccr- 
*' tainty, as, to my real intentions.'* 
—Here I fnatched away my hand 5 
upon which he paufed a moment, 
and then, proceeded—-^ 

" Forgive me, Eliza, in offend^. 
" this abrupt declaration I am forced 
•* to make, becaufe time will not per- 
*J mit me to proceed in a more regu- 
lar 
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•* lar way. I would facrifice all coa- 
** fiderations af intereft, ♦ friend(hip„ 
" every thing, to poffefs my love^ 
** Then fay, my dear angel, may I 

" hope? One kind, one conde- 

*^ fcending look, will afford fome eafe. 
*' ta my diftrafted heart, where love 
" reigns predominant over every other 
^ paffion," I now rcmonftratcd. 
upon the impropriety of his addrefs,, 
urging that, even upon a fuppofitioa 
of my favouring his paflion, it would. 
be impoflible to overcome various ob-. 
ftacles^: all of which, however, he en- 
deavoured to remove or leflcn. There, 
^as an advocate in my heart th^t 
pleaded his caufe fo forcibly, that» in, 
order to prefervc a proper decorum, I, 
was obliged to pay fome little violence. 

.to, 
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to the franknefs he had before recoin- 
Hiendcd. I begged he would dedinfc 
the fubjedl: for the prefent, and pro- 
ttiifed to fpeak more eiplicitly on our 
next meeting. Upon this, he ex- 
preffed great furprize, faying, he fqp- 
pofed I was not ignorant that jlis fa- 
ther. Sir William Sommers, had de- 
termined he fliould immediately fet 
out upon his triavelsj, and that prcp^ 
rations were aftiially making for his 
departure the next day. This infor- 
mation gave me fuch extreme concern,, 
that it was with the utmoft difEculty 1 
was able to fummon fpirits fuffieient 
to make a reply. However, in a- 
iaultering accent, I told him, that I 
gratefully acknowledged the many 
marks of aflfedlion he bad (hewn to- 
.wirds me, and confcffcd that he had 

gained 
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gained an abiblute conqueft oirer my 
hearty which was really the cafe,, 
though 1 knew it not till he had 
ftarted the idea o£ a ieparation. This, 
confeffion threw my lover into the mofl: 
extravagant raptures v he feized my 
hand, and,, falling upon his knees,, 
breathed forth the moft paflionate 
vows of eternal fidelity^ and declared,, 
that all family connedtions, all vie^sK 
of intereft, muft give way when oppo.* 
fed to the pofleffion. of his foul.. 

■/ 

The evening now began to cloftj 
and being apprthenfive left the ftr 
mily might be alarmed at our abience,. 
t entreated that he would permit mc 
to retire, afluring him, that, upon hb> 
fetum to England, he wotildhave n<^ 

seafoa* 
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reafon to upbraid mc for a fkklenefr 
of difpofition. No arguments would 
prevail, and, when I attenipted to 
leave him, he caught nte in his arms,, 
and after repeatedly careffing mc iit 
the moft paflionate manner^ employed 
all the perfuafive arguments he was 
matter of, to engage me in an expedi- 
tion to Edinburgh, where he moft fo- 
lemnly promifed to efpoufe mc immc-r 
diately upon our arrivaL 

This propofal called up a train of 
ideas in my imagination that ftruck 
horror to my very foul. I (huddercd 
at the thought of this defperatc under- 
taking, as I fuppofed the confe- 
quence to my father plight be proba- 
i.ly fatal. Charles, however^ foothed 

tha 
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the diforder of my mind, by fuggcfting 
a plan, by means of which my father 
was to fuppofe I was gone upon a vific 
a few ijiiles farther into the country, 
while his own f elation.a wer^ to believe, 
that, in obedience to my father's coov- 
mandsi I had returned honie. Though 
J entertained the higheft opinion of 
my lovef's honour, it was not without 
many feverc and painful ftrugglos 
I. yielded up my parental duty, and 
agreed to meet him at an appointed 
place in; two days. ;^ ; 

;This interval was employed in rcj- 
fledling upon the ftrange refolution I 
had taken, and all the conclufion I 
could draw was, that love is * the 
ftrcMigeft of the human pafllons, and 

wiU 



trllt rule alone». or give up lits tmr 

On the daf t b^ fign^ed myvk^ 
tention of deparcing^ ft tarriagei re- 
fembHng my fftthtrV, etme to the 
"door, which ki ft few liouf s convejpeA 
«e to muf eftipefting Charles, «rKb haA 
bem wakiiDg my aM^l iirkh ^itth 
ttioft Impainence. Thou^li it Wab Mft 
in the et«ning, we hir&d a pbft ch^(S 
beir>g determined to purfue our jour- 
ney with the utmoft expedition^ kft, 
by feme luiforefeen accident, out plan 
might be difconcerted. We had not 
proceeded far, before we difcovered tht 
driver to be fo exceffively intoxicated^ 
as to be fcarcely able to keep the fad- 
die ; and having entered upon a large 
cominon,^ the roads of which were ex- 
tremely 
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trcmely rugged in fo.ne places, and 
overflowed with deep waters in other^^ 
wc Jcnew not how to determine ; whe- 
ther to run the hazard of being f)ver- 
turned^ or to leave the chaife and 
wade through the wafhes, to a caufc- 
way:, which byacafualgleam of iigbti. 
wic pefxeived at about an hundred 
yards diftance« 

Wc had juft reiblved upon the iat>- 
ter when the chaife Hopped, and, the 
door being opened, Charles immedi- 
ately gave his purfe, which the re- 
ceiver had no fooner put into his 
pocket, tjian he gave a fignal for his 
companions to come up, and we were 
inftantly furrounded by half a dozen 
armed horfemen. The old gentleman 
who firft accofted us,, now began ta 

vent 
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vent many bitter invectives, calling 
me ungracious baggage, run - away 
wanton hufly; and fwcaring that he 
woiifd keep me in clofc confinement 
upon breid and water for the remain- 
ing pare of my life, attempted to drag 
me out of the chaife, but was pre- 
vented by Charles, who, upon feeing 
him prepared to offer violence, kvcl- 
led a blow which took place with fucK 
tfft€t as to make him fta^r back- 
wards feveral yards ; and <!4certing ra- 
ther too much agility in endeavouring 
to favc his hat and wig, which were 
falling from his bead, he fell head- 
long into a muddy brook, by the fide 
of the road. 

This circumftance threw the horfe- 
men into fuch a fit of laughter, that it 

was 
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was fome minutes before they could 
fufficiently recover themfelves to go 
to the afliftance of their mafter. 

However, the old gentleman being 
rcftored to his proper element^ turned 
the force of his rage againft Charles, 
whom he accufed, not only as the fe- 
ducer of his daughter, but even as a 
robber, alledging, in proof of his af- 
fertion, that he could not poffibly have 
honcftly poflefled himfelf of the mo- 
ney he had given when he fuppofed 
himfelf a^ttacked by a highwayman. 

His paflion at length began to fub- 
fide, and no fooner was he able to 
liften to the voice of reafon, than per- 
ceiving his miftakc, he made many 
apologies for his behaviour ; und af- 
ter 
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ter informing us, that he was in fearch 
of. an undutiful daughter, ' who had 
eloped upon a matrimonial expedition 
with one of his clerks, hafiily took 
leave and departeds 

Our poft-boy now informed us, 
that he ferioufly believed he had been 
driving evil fpirits •, for that upon 
leaving the inn, a cloud Came acrofs 
his fenfes, that rendered him unable to 
make any diftinftion of objefts, fo 
that he had not taken the road he in- 
tended, but had pafled through a 
large extent of land, which, from the 
late rencounter, and many concur- 
ring circumftances, he was firmly per- 
fuaded could be no other than en- 
chanted ground. 

Though 
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Though our fituataon was not agrac- 
aWtj.thefeUow's finiplicity raifed fome 
ix)(i^^ wfeiqh v^jAS afterwards enfued. by 
tk:ld[^er^t emptiprii/or, haying detcr- 
mip^d tp walk to a village, which^ 
ffom hes^fipg fqine dog& bark we fup- 
•pojfe^ tOr- be at no great dift^n^e, 
<^^a^l^ put bis /hand into his poclqef 
ip^ Of der to^ i^^jsfy the df mands of the 
poft-boy, — but how great was the fur- 
prize of miffing his purfe. I offered 
thi& lad wh^ littkv money wasia.my 
pocfcefct but h« refufed it, faymg^, 
'*^' Why^: niQW^,as<th!ejday'S:.a. goingitO' 
^%: break I dtrea to fpeak my. naind; 
** and fo as if fo be as how you were 
"-for^-tp qffef .me never fo much I ^ 
*^' w.oMldnpt;take.afa,rden; no, no^ I: 
*t had as .Jq^f ffcceyc. money frcwi a. re- 

" cruit- 
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** cruiting ferjeant. And, lookyc, I 
" knows you, and fo don't think to 
*' play no more of your pranks,. for 
" if as how you do. Til get our cook • 
'* to get the excifeman to get the 
" clerk to fpeak to the parfon to call' 
*' you to an account for coming upon 
" yearth to tempt honeft people to 
" their ruin/* At the conclufion of 
this fpeech he mounted his horfc, and 
drove away. 

Knowing ourfelves to be in a civi- 
lized country, we did not entertain a 
doubt of being able to procure a fum 
fufficient for our maintenance till a 
remittance could be obtained. But 
we were deceived in this hope ; for, 
after travelling many miles through 
a dreary uncultivated wafte, we ar- 
rived 
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ived.at'4 capital manufaduring towti,^ 
fhere wc vificed fcvcral perfons whofc 
»Uccs of reiidence, from the elegance 
if their con(lru6tion, feemed to indi- 
ate that the proprietors poflefTed opu- 
efit fortunes, if not liberal minds ; 
ve therefore imagined that by making 
>ur perfons and connexions known, 
rither a generous motive to relieve the 
Itflrefled, or an interefted view to fu- 
lare advantage, might occafion fome 
perfon to fumilh us with the means of 
purfuing our journey. Preffing as our 
neceflities were, it was with the great- 
»ft reluctance we could apply for aflift- 
uicc i but the calls of pride at length 
yielded to the fupcrior demands of 
nature, which, from certain not very 
[infrequent fenfations within the fto- 
oaach, we were convinced flood. in 
Vol. II. E need 
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rtccd of a recruit. Tfaofnghour 
in MrWch wc rcprcfcnfcd iMrfdveb u 
brother and fifter, was heaid ^iciiMt- 
tendon, it had no oilier efft^. 'Socnr, 
whofe hearts were maik cf femiruUi 
JIuf/ expreflcd great coneem at rtc 
recital of our melancholy talci iriuk 
others upbraided U6, in the tnoft-fe- 
▼ere terms, as idle vagabonds, travel- 
ling about the country:, vdth a defiga 
of availing ourfelves of the credulity 
of unfufpeding perfons. 

Thefe rcfleftions drove me almoft 
to a ftate of defperation, by giving 
rife to the painful remembrance of 
having clandeftinely left my father's 
houfe, where I never could hope to 
return ; but they had a very different 
cfFcA upon Charles, whofe manly 

fpinc 
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Tpkk foleiibove pfdeHt calamkie«, and 

'bid sdefimcetoiiie malice of his acctr- 

*fcri. His example, I, in fome meafure 

copied, by rtcatfliftg my fcattercd fpi- 

' rits; and determining to encounter 

i*vcry bardftiip, rather than again <»n- 

defcend to aik any favour that might 

admit the poflibilicy of receiying a re- 

fufaU 

With this rclplvition we fct forward, 
and had hot walked above two miles 
before we were overtaken by a violent 
fhower of rain, which obliged us to 
make the beft of our way to a 
•barn we obfervcd at -a fhort dif- 
tance, i*hich we fonnd to be occu- 
pied bf a company of itinerant adtors : 
we;afked permiflion tx> tdce flielter, 
' which was immediately gfanted. The 
«affiert)f the cortipawyi^ fuppofing wc 
' £ 2 camf 
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came with a dclig^ to engage under 
ids management, .in&rmq^ iis tl\at 
iiflle(3. we would accept^pf half gaf, 
he could not think of g;^vihg. .U3 $fn- 
ployment ^ as the enojoluments of his 
eftabli(hed performers mu^ (lef eilar^ 
Ik» dimin'^flxqd,, in cafe he pioul^jj^t 
creaie the number, fince f^^om ^Jt^- 
-yolent confideration of their diftreflb^ 
he had lately reduced his own particu; 
lar 0iare to one eighth part of the ge- 
neral receipts. 

This confiderate man then defired 
us to give a (pecimen of our abilities, 
cautioning us to avoid all cadeofce* 
which he (aid fpoiled the whole beauty 
of oratory, and added, that the degree 
of eilimation we {hould gain with him, 
would wholly depend upon the /im^ 

rkufnejs 
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ftiii^Hifi oif obr.VbiceEi. iBcing tjbl^ 
^idh we' ntinrii not-: tor enter' m» 
a: theafrkal fifc; he declined xoiv- 
tinuing Ins curious documents, and ' 
iktr fpeaking a lon^ while in com* 
iMtadatipn: of his ownr) aftoniflxing 
pBWtm inrther attrof i<&w^,^ and 
giving iSYfhd ckanripks,: by which.he 
proved that he could zlmo^cut^Herad 
Hercdy andfplrt the ears ofibevAjgrcund^ . 
MngSf he gave us an invitation to fee 
die tragedy of the Rivenge, on the 
fUlbwing evening. When this man 
had left us, we were accofted by a 
young fellow, of a very di&rent cha* 
ra&er. His addrefs was modefl,. hisi 
appearance genteel, and his converfa- 
tion replete with good fenfe* After 
the common compliments had pafled, 
be introduced us to a young lady of a. 
E 3 Inoft. 



[ 7* I 
ntoft wnAlc difpoficia% uttih^^Koitt^ 
he was pmceeAing to the^fand .of tUh'- 
trimonyif but ben^ M^tpiAdiiUir^ 
iMney by vbe viUufioiM ktr o£ a^ 
pretended friend vAi(^ aeeOmptniAlr. 
tfaeoi: paitr. 66 iba^Bfir tbqr- .Mnr! 
dfaliged'Wsnlkply^Dh^ niltnts atlii^ 
nd gfif^if thdm sri tlio ifaeiiiiinF^Mjiiv^ 
ibt.ptepolh of pitkruring tte pRibM\ 
oltsn of fiibfiffisnce. 

With t)u8 agretfible'cdupld we ifCttt 
the reft df the d^, and m theevemi% 
1 accompanied the-young lady td her 
lodging; and Charles retired with her 
lover. 

We aU m^t the? fottowing mofniftg 
at brcakfeft, and, at their earheft en- 
treaty, I ifeljrtcd the adventunes we 

met 
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mct.irith upon the road. Whea I 
caopei p titat pan. of mf Qsirrativt 
wl:i^^. I Delated the particulars of be- 
ing ftopped upon the common, the 
l^fOtt appeared to be feofibly affected i 
afi4. bcmg aiked the realbt^ of thdr 
dif^fder^ we^eregbEortq underftand; 
'tfsat the old gentltimrt) i/rhb. ha(iy m 
lAtl-Un^ceniingf i^fy<)f liis paffioii^ 
freai!ed u« \mh^ £» Ikde ttf^eflY. wa^ 
fH> other than die &ther of our thc^ 
trical heroine. This difcoTief j w».ra* 
ther pleafing on our part, though it 
£ad a very contrary cffdft 6n onv flew 
friends, who were thcown into the .ut> 
tnoft terror, by the apprchenfioa of 
being orertaken, and for ever feparated. 
Chark& obtained the old gentleman's 
ad^Frefs, and wrote a letter^, intimating 
that his puife^ through ^orgetfulnefi^ 
E 4 was 
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was. not returned ;*^healfo difpatcheda 
letter to an intimate friend^ rcqi)cftiag 
the loaii q££5oo for a feW months. . - 

In the evening we were prefiaocac 
the reprefentation . of . the Reveoge. 
Zanga was performed by die managcTt 
who, with the. voice of a St^ntor, con- 
founded aU paflions^ but expre^ 
none. His action was eyeaas unnat9ral 
and uncouth as that of fome of our 
London players. ' . .; 

Towards the latter end of the laft 
a6t there was fome variation in his 
voice, which happened in confequcncc 
of its former furprifing exertion. This 
effcft upon the voice, from the fame 
caufe, may be frequently obfervcd in 
.the theatre,s of Covent Garden and 

Drury 
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Drury Lane. Carlos was well aAed. 
by Mr. Singleton, and Leonora very 
(>lcafingly peribi>ated by Mifs Ma- 
thews (thefe were, the names of the 
heatrical adventurers) Ifabella was per- 
formed by an aukward Welch girl, 
ippearing from her manner, dialed, 
uid'drefs, ratKei^ calcubted to offir 
:iace in a cow-houfb, than in an edifice 
ledicatedto nymphs i^ Pamaflus; The 
pait of Alonzo was- fupplied' by a 
iprtbiCountry kd^/who^miglit as rea- 
fooably hs^ve been taken' for aftatue 
^ for an< animated being, but for a- 
found proceeding from ' his mouth,, 
which refembled the human voice*. 

Afterthis fingularpiecetsf dramatic : 
repreieptation, we retired to Mirs\Ma-- 
hews's lodging, iwhere a flight repafl;; 
E 5 was 



tlift'eantieft mjueft'' of Citadel and Af 
fetf; gisre the fdllo#hig''licd6iiM>« 
her o#h «dveiitufes. -■ "•; '^ 



fitif ii/j^tfiTi «/ Miss MAxfejEiws. ' 

>..ii-l! ; ■.lii-'t- 0' i ; *;« 

MY £atlM«, witb If -fin^ etpp 
bcgan^ favrin€& abOiDf fortjr ycari fiffin 
and, by exerting a genuine fpkil'Q 
indtiftry^ arKt preferving a Ifrlft icfeefl 
noriiy, he foon found hh aflfsuw kt f 
fltourHhhig a conditiorr, that he n 
longer dreadied the expetice of thik 
taining a family would reduce him t 
the rteceffify of being MmfcBT* mak 
tained by the parilh. Advertifin^ ft 
a wife, perklps might not eceitf i 

him 
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him & and^ihe att^ndartice that was no« 
tcflarj^inhfe bufinefs, would notpor^ 
toit Imn to* gO through- i re^lar 
eourfc of tow-making i * ho t!lMrefo» 
rdbl\rcd to make a partner e^i fiklnw, 
good kind of Womanr, vrith whom bo 
had anf exccHcnt charafter- whfeii flte 
entered into hisr fcrviceiit tfhe capacity 
of houfe-keeper. Thts^pmpoftl Was 
her ibomt made than^ aecepMd,; tfnd 
i« thrc& tJays^ the mafrittge ce»ttior>y 
was concluded. • i'= - . i 

;^ -I km tlie ofK»i^?hg tff this 'migutat 
pui/i 1!*if rie ir a pfiiKTipIe of ' gtati- 
tnde implanted in the heatf^ which 
Xtt-ooipts^ OS to fpeak partkl)yr<^ thoft 
tfe- whoiTt i¥t 6Wi dd^>'l«ittg> .iM 
ifhot^f -zffutciti^tht^ chafrfiAeilr ^'^ 
Wftdrikri^ A6ttldditea'*h«ki(?iW3 <£ 
E 6 every 
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every .ioipreOion that may tend to the 
violation of truth, which fhould be 
confidcred as the very efle^ce and foul 
of hiftory. I (ay this. in order that I 
may not be precipitately charged with 
ingratitude, when I declare my father 
and nK>ther to be ptrfons, in whofe 
characters, there is more to. be con.- 
dem^ed than admired, . My ffi^tr^ 
then, isafmrde^S^ man^ tl^at.is, ac- 
cording to the received meaning of 
this commercial phrafe^ he; will juIUy 
pay every dejbt that he contra£ls, and 
cake no tncan^ ta[ obtain ;we^h|h that 
may bjcar the direa implication of 
dilboneily. But,, as his fuccefs in 
Urad$ depends upon his preierving, at 
lealt, a fpecioufly fair ch^r^er,, this 
barely keeping within, the bounds of 
upright dealing can fcarcely be ad- 
mitted 



mitted a» a virtue. My mother has 
all her hu(band'& failings,, with- one 
qualification which he is not matter o£ 
In fhort (he is a moid excellent houfe- 
wife- 

Now the favourable parts of theif 
charaders are theft ; a» the heads of 
t fsLmWj they ate truly reipedable, no;. 
ver mifling an occafiba to enfdrcc 
thofe moral and religious precepts 
«ipon the minds of their dependants^ 
^hich I* am but too.fearful they little 
jpegard themlclves.. "^ As pareofts the/ 
are fbnd^aml. indulgisg to anv.exceis^ 
nor do I remember, exceptbg in one 
inftance, that they ever betrayed th« 
kaft want of tejidcrnefs tq;me. . 

- . .o ' . ■ • ; :" . 

■ ■ .At 
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Ac a proper age, I ifTas put to^ 
boarding fchooi, and, young as t was, 
I forefaw my continuance there w6idd 
not be long. I therefore made the 
beft ufe of my time, and in the fpace 
of two years wa&^lowed^ to be tihe.firft 
fchcrlar. The conaplimencs paid me 
by my go^emdk. ixpotk my ^ffiduity 
aofd readinefsi o£. conceptioDy io^ived 
me* with the atktbitious tefohiciod^ c^ 
ertdeavoaring to rival my teachers. 
This yiw was, however, difip^tiai- 
cdi; i6t my mother, confideribg aU 
Other k»ov^fedge as entirely;. vfele^ 
caUed; me home in order to ioftrud 
IM in her favourite &iencc of hoofe- 
wifery md Houfe-keepiftg, Wifth:' die 
greateft chearfulnefs I obeyed her 
Citomands, and foon after my return the 

ma- 
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maniagement of tht family was gWttt 
int(> my Kdnds for a ^hole month) atfd 
I-^JxfedtotW^'niy dffice (o^ m«ch ro the' 
fatkf alSHtW' of miy p^etits,. and <;rcdit 
of ftnyfetf, that my mother trumpeticd 
forth my fisime throivgh the whole ctr^ 
cle of h«r acquairitance ; and i w» 
mcn9io«)^^ affi-examj^e for all: the 
y^ang kdks;^ itbef neighbourhood t» 

follow* ' 

. • . . . f ' ... 

Whcft the aflSirs of. tht ftthfly 
wotilB permit, lYr^itehtJy rttJred t6 
aw iippefiparttaent fitted; ^itH d vjirtt^^ 
^le cotle6ttah rf book^, which r&f 
fkther had received as iconity for.'i 
dcbf. \Vhife r was amuftng hiyfelf 
here one affcrrtodn, tfiis gentleman 
f pointing to Mr. Smgletoiijcamt infd 
the roomv — and, tbotigh hhprtkfid^ 

might 
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might be admitted in excufe for fome 
little diflimulation, I will be frank 
enough to confcfa that his- perlbp and 
addrefs pkafed n^ie, He begged par^- 
don for his intrufion, and was re- 
tiring; but there wasfomething inmjs 
countenance, as he has lipce confefied, 
that encouraged hiip tO: begin a con-- 
vcrfiition, whichr . at length, became. 
very interefting on both fides 3. foe- 
having intimated that my father had: 
received proppfals to give me in mar- 
riage toone.of his principal correfpon- 
cjents, I enjoined hixn to be ingenuous, 
enough to. inform me,, what motive he 
fuppofed could induce my father to^ 
keep this aflfair fo profoundly fccret 
from me* He begged, to be eicufed. 
concerningparticulars,fayingthathehad 
already been guilty of imprudence by 

be- 
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betraying a confidence repofed in him ; 
and i(hac the ftaciqn he was fixed in, as 
clerk to, my father, rendered that im- 
prudence the more inexcufable, as he 
confidered the periiidy of a Tervant ta 
be a crime of equal magnitude to the 
perfidy of a Friend. I was ftruck by 
the force of this obfervation, and im^ 
mediately conceived a moft delpicable 
opinion of what the world calls gallan* 
try, by which men often proftitute 
that Ih^re of fcnfe heaven has beflowed 
upon th^m, to the vile purpofc of 
playing upoi^ the imagination of a wo- 
man, till fhe is agreeably deceived 
out of that difcreet refervs which Ihe 
cannot give up without endangering 
the fecurity of her virtue. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Singleton dcGred an hittrview 
the following day, and though t did 
not really aflent, he uflderftood I 
meant not to dtfappoint him. He re- 
tired, and I was foon after fummoned 
to attend in the parlour, where I wm 
introduced to a truly burlefque figure, 
whom r underftood to be my intended 
hufband. He was^ at lead, four 
times my age; but the difparity of 
Our years was not the oftly objcftiort I 
had to him. As I entered the room, 
he attempted to rife, but unfortu- 
nately his cane flipping upon the 
hearth, he fell at his length upon the 
floor, anci was inftantly furrounded by 
innumerable fragments of broken chi- 
na -, for, by endeavouring to recover 
his legs, he overfet the whole tea equi- 
page. 
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pa^i tl^liirgieat diftiiei& of my £UKar 

amiiD^i^i^ who bDmcdiatdijit employ*' 

c4^fbiir)fairalms in: rmdLiog an exaft' 

effiaMfitr 6# 1^ lois ocaakanddiby dita^ 

adiMttit% Thecakulttioalidi^madfl^ 

mf 4iftiW(rf#vpiid^ theniDn^ wkiwtid 

i6f Afdiierlr' hiHd» fef the fum^ care^* 
fbllj^ cbltedte^ tR« ftatlettd remnafitaF^ 
cf hf9>tAittte warey- awd putthcif^inui' 

tfctt'tbcy wtHiW f^ich' foffMhiHg^ and'-* 
tha^ ^ penfiy fanned 'i^ds d pemy gd* A 
fuppljr fefemg brought from the beau- 
fetj welet (fown to-lhc afternooa'a re- 
frenmienti and a very fePUHB conver- 
(atfbn ef^ftied atnoAg the old people^^ 
who ftrwc to outvie each other in fct- 
tihg forth the advantages of wealthi, 

and 
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and defcrying all other cpnfiderttioRf 
in matrimonial oonoeros. This J odd- 
fidcred .as a' preludie .to i aft : cnfiiing: 
fceAe, andy indeed, it waft' fo meant $, 
f9r I was aofooner kfnvidvthis; y«ne-^ 
nbde fuitoff than he begftCi MMOeoir 
I^X the. preceding dift»^rf«^ by.is)fr. 
faring me,, that I om^^ con^atutof^ 
myfelf on the good loitunr c^ being 
addrefTed by a man of his conft-^ 
quence; he then declared, that ia 
cafe we fhould have ten or a dozen 
children, he coutd fettle, at leaft 
ten thoufand pounds on each, in- 
dependent of the future emoluments 
arifing from his trade, or the fortune 
I might cxpedt either pajmy marri- 
age, or at the death of my father, af* 
tcr m^lung a fuflicient allowance for 

the 
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th^ expence of building me an elegant 
CQuati?^ houfe, ei^er in the city road, 
or. Any other place at no greater dif- 
tdnce from the Royal Exchange. 

Finding me unmoved at his dif- 
courfeon thefubje^i: of wealth; he deter- 
mined to back his arguments with 
what he thought a grand coup d*oeiI. 
Putting himfelf, therefore, in a theatri- 
cal pofture, he threw open hisr black 
velvet troat, and difcovered a fellow 
iattin waiftcpat, trimmed with a broad 
tarnifhed gold lace. The ridiculous 
attkn^^ accompanying this oflentati- 
. ous^di^lay, fet my rifxble mufcles to 
work, and 1 was obliged to leave the 
room abruptly, in order to give way 
to a violent inclination to laughter, 
whidi I was unable to fupprefs. My 

father 
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father and mother fbori iftct returned 
to "Mr. Poundage, theh' "intcnijcd fon- 
in-law, who ga^e fudh an accxKint of 
my behaviour as incettfed my parent 
almofl; to madnefs. They came to 
me in my chamber, and eAJoihed me, 
by the ties of blood and natuiral aflfec- 
tion, to confidcr Mr. Poundage as my 
future hufband, and declared a refo- 
lution utterly and entirely to renounce 
me, if f made any further heficatibn 
to a6l in conformity of their irrevoca- 
ble decree. I attempted to fliew the 
unavoidable niifery confcquertt of giv- 
ing my hand to a man who could net 
poffibly poflefs the leaft fliane of my 
affe6kion. On my knees I entreated, 
while the tears flowed down my face, 
that I mighty at leaft, have a negative 
voice, and cxprcffcd a defirc that I 

might 
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nugiit IW^^gky' (iU e m^tcfi fliou}d 
ofii^^^dc:. might prove ^igreesible to 
mjr {)am»£9y ami 9t the iktne time not 
evidently pregnant with i^on^uences 
of. Jiprror to:th«ir uafpr^^iuite daugh^ 
ler. My icnjonftrance^wfre treated 
9^ «Miteinpt» and the moft di^ta^e^ 

Yvl epithets that tk^ violence of ungOr 
jf0-ned. paffipQ could fuggeft, be^- 
H&wlad . i^pon nnre, for . gnljr cxcrtuag 
ibat right whiph cannot t^ given jup 
wkhouc evinciqg a thanktefs ingrati* 
Mde toitrards hfiaven^ — ^for» \yhyac€ 
4Jftingtiiftiiog fecultics given, if thqy 

. Me not l)a;bc made ufe of ? 

" JnAort, IrefolTedto attempt fom^ 
defperate adventure rather th&n faori^ 
ficc mj own happinefs to the cruel and 
•implacable difpolidon of my parents ; 

and 
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and as I had conceived a very firong 
prepofieflioii in favour of Mr. Single- 
ton, for his advice I determined toap* 
ply in my prefent exi^ncy. Our in- 
terviews now became frequent, and 
our fouls congenial. — ^Alarmed- at the 
preparations for my nupdals, the 
night preceding the intended cere- 
mony, we privately left die houle, in- 
tending to crofs the Twfced, wkh a& 
poITible di^atch: but an intimate 
friend of Mr. Singleton's, being upon 
his return from Newcaftte, happened 
to alight at the Inn where our chaife 
flopped, and by the moft bafe and 
treacherous arts poffcfTed himfelf of 
our little flock of ca(h, and de- 
camped. 



It 
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It is now near a month fiiic^ W6 
joined a company of players who hap- 
pened ta be in the heighbouAood, in 
hopes of being able to obtain a fabfif- 
tttictj till that not very diftaflt period 
flioufd arrive ^♦hen Mr. Smgleton will 
be etttitled to the pofffcflSon of an hand- 
(omt fortune. The profits of ovtt la- 
bow's ait fb triflihg, and the infofence 
off out* tyr^nnicaJ employifr fo grtat^ 
that our'fituation would haVe been 
wholly infupportable, had we not 
b^en rendered, in fome mc^futb, ih- 
ddpehdenr of him by a fibcraf beinefac- 
tiOtt from fome unknown frierid. It is 
wortli obferving, that, by far the 
greateft part of travelling con1ediari$, 
diflfif frorA fhe reft of thtf world in- the 
following particular: men, iA gcne- 

VoL. U F ral. 
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tal, endeavour to conceal their vices, 
and fhew the mod favourable parts of 
their charadcrs: but aftors defy all 
cenfure, and^ with fuch pleafure boaft 
of the villainies they have perpetrated, 
that one would imagine, they wiih to 
be diftinguiflied by fomething ; and, 
defpifing the opinion of the world, 
follow every vicious fuggeftion of their 
depraved minds, as much for the fake 
of fingularity as felf-gratification. la 
Ihort, a company of ftrollcrs may be 
/;!^aptly compared to the Ihip's crews 
that trade on the coaft of Gui- 
nea J for the troop is principally com- 
"pofed of die moft proftitute and aban- 
doned wretches, who having rendered 
themfelves obnoxious to mankind, 
form themfelves into little republics, 
and gain a traniitory reputation by af- 

fuming 
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fuming a variety of charaftcrs : f0 
that they are efteemed not for any in- 
trinfic merit centering in thcmfelyes, 
but according to the degree of art 
they poflefs, in appearing to be what 
they really are not.— 
. Mifs Mathews having concluded her 
hiftory, I was prevailed upon to enter 
more minutely into the circumftanccs 
of our adventure; — and when juft be- 
ginning, we were alarmed with a number 
of voices in the adjoining apartment, 
-which were no other than Mr. Mathews, 
attended with a conftable and afTiftants,^ 
who were come in confequence o^igf^: 
telligence being received of his daiigli^* . 
ter's fituation. The young lady im- 
mediately, diftinguifhing the well 
known voice of her father, ftarting up, 
turned pale, and, on attempting to 
F 2 fpeak. 
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fpeak, her voice fattkered— *^ber Iqis 
trembiedv and faindog fell (apparently 
li&lefs) on tfase floor, in which fituation 
ihc was when the eld man entered the 
raocn.-*nid attsmioirwaflfiiAgxed upoe 
Singleton, whom he began to upbraid 
for his perfidy — but percei^ng the 
Ikuation of his daughcer, the feelings 
of a father took place, an^ every me« 
thod was purfoed for her recovery.^ 
But when her trembling fpirits were 
recalled — they fecmcd only fummoncd 
to taite more exquifite torture — her 
favourite was not near (he having prc- 
vi^ufly withdrawn himfelf) and (he con- 
cluded this to be the fatal moment in 
which fhe was to be fcparaced from his 
armsforcver, and buried in thefaint em- 
bracesof an agedimpotentuiurer^whoTe 
avarice only invited to receive, not re- 
turn 



turn benefits*— -Diftraftion— rage— and 
violence followed^ arid an pncomrbon 
ftrength. feemed for a time to take 
place in her delicate frame, merely for 
its deflxuiStioo. — She tore her haii'— 
wrung her bands — and was only with^ 
held from beating her head* on the 
floor, during which (he bewailed her 
fituadon, ujhU nature ovetpofwered re* 
treated, and gave way to a thou£ind 
l^yftericat diftortioos*-'-^ |>erfeft calm 
fucceeded, and (be again recovered 
weeping. 

The. tender kindnefe of a parait 
was painted in the old man's couDte* 
nance — his eyes guflied with ceara» 
and fpoke a language beyond thd 
power of letters to convey. She then 
F 3 favir 
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faw his heart was open to forgivencfs 
and willing to relieve* 

She petitioned at the fortunate mo- 
ment and was comforted.— -Mr. Ma- 
thews, rccoUcfting the ' revcrlionary 
right of Singleton to a comforuble ef- 
tate, at prefent enjoyed by a pcrfoi* 
loaded with years and infirmities, which 
from the common courfe of thingi 
could not be withheld long from his 
pofTeffion, — and knowing his induftry, 
prudence, and condu6t in bufinefs, be- 
gan to change fentiments, and feel his 
difappointment turned to a bleffing. 
At his requeft Mr. Singleton was called 
into the room — they cordially fhook 
hands — and their hearts filled with 
mutual friendfliip. — He offered hii 
daughter, not through compulfion but 

choice, 
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choice, — and with her a portion of his 
trade — afferting their families might ni- 
main as one during their pleafnre. — 

Mr, Singleton dropped on his knee 
—and Mifs Mathews, as if moved with 
the fiim'e foul, kneeled with him, to 
thank the God of infinite goodnefs, 
who had removed them from the com- 
panions of wrecchednefs, and turned 
their wanderings to a refting place. 

The old gentleman propofed to re- 
move to Ibme more reputable houfe 
of entertainment, in which the com* 
mands of a mafter were evidently fofr- 
ened to a fatherly requeft ; and Mr. 
Singleton obeyed, in a manner which 
(hewed the duty of a fervant changed 
to the acquiefcing wifties of a fon^ 
F 4 The 
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The fears of compuUion being re- 
moved from Mifs Mathews, and in 
their ilead a profpeft of mutual happi- 
nefs taking place, her Ipirits were 
amazingly recovered j and ihe ^as 
al)le to coiled her fcattered remnftpts^ 
whic^ coipmon ckaiPUniei?^ m welj » 
.decegcy, required.-^Al^ this pe^ipd VP 
topk our leave, profefljio^ gyr P9n^a- 
tulations on the happy ^yeqt^ an^ 
warmed wilhes fpr the coptinuancc •, 
not thinking it prudent to expofe our- 
felves farther until the marriage vow 
was irrevocably performed. — Charles, 
taking Mr. Mathews afide, mentioned 
the circumftance of the purfe, which 
he as happily returned, exprefling him- 
fclf relieved from apprehenfions of 
an ignominious kind, offering an 
additional fum on condition of a for- 
mal 
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mal releafe to all aflions and claims 
of adion. Charles fmiled^ and aflored 
him he was perfedkly fafe from evtrj 
confequence, and left him happily fan 
mfied,— We then propofcd tocontihoe 
our roue acrofs the Tweedy : but 
Charles recoUe&ing he had wrote ta 
bis friend for the loan of five hundred 
pounds^ which he'faad nequeftcd to be 
remitted in Bank under €oyer» and 
particular dire£tionsto him at tha^placer 
^---thought it would therefore behigh^ 
)y imprudent to renaove i and as we 
had now fufficient to fupplyour pfefeDt 
exigences^ we engaged ^ private lodg-^ 
ing to wait the fupply ; when, after al*. 
iQ^ a fortnight's impatience, Charlei^ 
received a letter inclofing a tog^ bUL 
.to ti^at amouitf* 

F /? Several 
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Several capital people in the town 
were offered a very handfome premium 
upon condition of their taking it in 
exchange for cafh, but they refufed 
to have any concern in the matter ; and 
even threatened to apprehend Charles, 
on fufpicion of having ftolen the note, 
alledging, in fupport of their opinion, 
that a man fo intimatefy acquainted 
with the aHor folk could not have 
honeftly obtained fo conliderable a 
value. This illiberal treatment he 
was obliged to difpenfe with, but, 
in order to avoid further reproach, 
determined to take horfe for Lon- 
don, where he had no doubt of be- 
ing able to get an equivalent in 
current coin in exchange for the bill. 
He had not been fet out many hours, 

before 



[ lo; ] 
before I was vifited by an elderly woman,; 
of remarkable genteel appearance and 
polite addrefs. She infor.ned me that 
my family and connexions were known 
to her, and hinted that fhc was na 
ftranger to the caufe of my being int 
that part of the country, — Surprized 
at this difcovery, I remained fome 
minutes filient; then colleding my- 
l^irits, earncftly entreated her to in- 
form mei through what channel 
Ihe had received her intelligence.. 
She evaded this queftion, and ob* 
fervcd, that as myfituation appeared 
to be extremely critical, the great ef- 
teem (he entertained for my father,, 
had induced her to become very fo- 
Kcitous for the prefcrvation of my 
charadler, which could not receive the 
leaft blcmiih if I would condefbend 
F 6 ta 
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to put myfclf gndcr her prpteftion, un- 
til fom? happy opportuiiity ihQuld 
giv^ a mor? favourable turn to my 
^ifiairs. I confickred this propofal as 
proceeding from a pure benevQlence 
of heart ; and the more r^dily ac« 
cepted i(^ as I wUh^d to deprive an ill- 
natured world of aqy opportunity of 
cenfuring that conduiS: as infamous,, 
which deferred no h^i^fhejt term thaa 
imprudence. After having, left a di- 
reftion where Charles might find me^ 
I accompanied my new friend, who 
was called Mrs, Wilkins^ to her cha- 
riot^ which foon conveyed us^ to an 
elegant houfe at about ten ^liIes dif- 
tance, He^ I was entertained for fe- 
veral days in a manner that perfedUy 
correfponded with the behaviour of 
the woman at our firft interview. As 

our 
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OpracqHuintanceincrcafed, herrqferve* 
j^bated ^ and I pcrceivisd that flie dif^ 
regarded the rules erf decency, and 
availed herfelf of every opportunity 
to ridicule all religious principles, and 
to reprefent the marriage ceremony 
ds a cuftom edablifhed folely for the 
purpofe of preferving a more regular 
lyftcm of dgmeftic life, among thq 
lower clafles of the people. 

Thi5 dodirine being entirely incooK 
patible with my own ideas, I could not 
help&ifpeding that the fauk lay rather in 
her heart, than her underftanding. Un- 
willing, even in thought, to accufe aa 
innocentperfonjforfomedays Ifuipend- 
ed my opioion concerning her charaAer. 
But I was at length convinced tha^ 
thp fpedoi,^ appearance of virtue waa 

aflumed). 
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aflumcd, for the purpofc of more cfltc- 
tually fuccccding in the trade of vice; 
The time appointed for the return of 
Charles had elapfed^ and, though I 
had written feveral times to Mifs Ma- 
thews, r did not receive a word in an* 
fwer •, fo that my fituation becoming, 
every day more irkfome, I deter* 
mined to return to my fbrnier Ibdg^ 
ings ; but when I communicated this 
defign to Mrs. Wilkins, fbe threw off 
the mafk of virtue, and with an unpa- 
Jallelled effrontery declared*, that I 
fliould not leave the houfe until the 
arrival of Captain Markwell, to whofe 
embraces I was deftined to yield either 
voluntarily, or upon compulfion. 
Though naturally of a meek, con- 
defcending difpofition, this infamoufly 
concerted plan raifed my indignation 

to» 



to fach a degree, that I could not for- 
bear giving a bold defiance to the- 
power of Mrs.. WiHcins^ 

Enraged at the fpirited manner of 
my behaviour, ftie immediately or- 
dered me to be conduced to my 
chamber, where I was kept a clofe 
prifoner a whole montli, and attended- 
by a female whofe prefence created the 
greateft dilguft, a^ confidering her an- 
inftrument of my futurp deftruftion— - 
For fome time I refufed the-food that 
was offered — for the diftreffes of a kind- 
indulgent father were, always before 
me. — His health had been greatly im- 
paired by his grief on the death of my 
mother, which had fhook his conftitp*- 
tion to a degree that rendered his. per'- 
feS recovery very doubtful* — ^In fock. 

fituatioa 



ficuatton my reflc&ions fuggefted to 
me, that an additional load .from mjp 
misfortunes would inevitably over- 
whelm him, and fend him with forrow 
to the grave. — 1 became almoft fran- 
tic at the thought, and detefted my- 
felf for the ingratitude I had been 
guilty of. Oh ! exclaimed I,, are thcfe 
the returns that I have made thee. 
Thou, to whom I am indebted for my 
exiftence, and who has taken care ta 
inftill virtue and knowledge into my 
ibul, and purfued every mcafure that 
could be conducive to my happinels 
and elteem. 

In this iituation I remained for fome 
days, until nature having almoft ez« 
haufted its (b;e9gth^ required new 
iupplies, aad ({tfolutions were vainly 

urged 
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urged in oppofition to its uncontroul- 
ablc power. — Mrs, Wilkins, preffing 
me to take a fmall bafon of fago, I 
faintly acquiefccd— the little wine ic 
contained compofed my fplrits, and I 
enjoyed a cjilm Qeep^ which, fpr fonie 
tUne iiefore, I had betn an utter 
ftrnnger to. — Qn waking I fovnd my 
ufgaj, th9U|;h not f^Uhfyl, attMant b^ 
my chair-r-to her I renewed my foji- 
citations to affift me in an efcapcr*— She 
fmiled $tt my anxiety ** a.irurin|: m^ 
^^ the Captain wa$ a friend to the fexr 
" and not of a rambling difpofition •,— 
" and though his temper, from difap- 
" pointments in the mairimonial way, 
" was a little peculiar — yet his condu(Jt 
" to his friends and connexions was 
*' bountiful and generous." — This ac- 
count pf my inteaded deftroycr gave^ 
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mc fonfie hopes^for I Concluded tof 
he was not tocalty abandoned^ and if 
the lead gencrofity ihould remain^ it 
would be moved to compaffibnate and 
reHeve me from my dreadful appre* 
henfioni. The impoflibiirty of receiv- 
ing the leaft intelligence from my fa- 
vourite Cbarfes, radher abated thai» 
increafed the imprudent paSion I had 
entertained for him, which now wat 
greatly moderated on conddering the 
confequences my rafhcondufl had more 
than probably involved the bell of pa- 
rents^ who perhapsrwas then wander- 
ing, with anxiaus^ but fruitlefs fearch 
after me» and whole life I concluded 
would be terminated with diftrefs, be- 
fore I could poffibly folicit his for- 
givenefs. — The grief attendant on mif- 
fortunes brings with it peculiar advan- 
tages^. 
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tages» by cxhaufting the too great fliarc 
of animal fpirits^ which fcrve only to 
hurry the paflions and confufc the un- 
dcrftanding— but when removed leaves 
reafon cool to purfue her inquiries i 
and determinations made at fuch per 
riods are feldom ever to be erafed.— -It 
was in thefe moments reafon led me 
to convidtion, and produced refoJutiont 
'o£ regulating my future condudk by its^ 
diftates. 

Yet the intelligence received by the 
paflions fliould never be defpifed, they 
always fpeak the language of natuw 
deftined to its fupport and fecurity---* 
infinitely beyond what philofophic 
wifdom could have ever fuggefted, but 
divine goodnefs, who never gives in^ 
vain, has enlarged them in m^nkind^*^- 

' and 
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tnd given a power to employ then) be- 
yond the beneficent purpofes of tbeir 
creation^ wbilft they are limited ia 
every other fpecics of aalauted beings* 
But he has aUb given to every human 
creature a degree of percepcive know* 
kdgei^fufficient in each for the rego- 
lation of their defires i-aad though the 
paifiona may frequently inflame by ao 
immediate or imaginary approach of 
objefts, yet the afFeftions can only be 
fixed by repeated and mutual inter- 
courfe, and it is the bufinels of the 
underftanding to regulate and dire£k 
their union. — On this principle de- 
pends the due eftimation of mankind^ 
and their prefent and future happincfs 
or mifery v-a well regulated obedience 
to their commands is an aftivc virtue; 

whilfl: 
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whilft a ncglcdt is a paffivc evil v— and 
their abuie, vfhen in Gontradi£i:ion to 
the perceJXiions of the underftanding, a 
felfifli and diabotical oppoTition to the 
divine beings who has placed that iii'^ 
teHigence within m as a ftandard fbt 
our conduft. As I had repeatedly, at' 
teaapted to bring orer my female at^ 
tendant to my lAterefl:, but without 
the Icaft fticceffo— and as every avenue 
was too well guarded to admit my e& 
cape,, my whole hopes were in conft-^ 
quencc confined to the in&preflionsr that 
pity or fear fhould make on the heart 
of Captain Markwell : — as fuch I was 
intereftcdin his character, which I 
cautioufly endeavoured to difcov^r 
from this menial dependant; who, 
oocwathlbnding^ her being fupported 

by 



[ Il8 ] 
by his follies and vices, was not only 
cafily prevailed upon, but even defirous 
to withdraw the veil from his original 
obfcurity, and expofe the machina- 
tions by which he had elevated him* 
fclf to his prefent independency. 

As the account fhe gave was inter- 
rupted and broken — being related at 
various times, and loaded with panegy- 
rics on the Captain's frauds and vices, 
the reader muft excufe the particular 
narrative, and accept the charafter in 
general terms. — 

Captain Markwdl, was the foh of 
a noted brothel keeper, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Covent Garden, who 
purchafed him an enfign's commiffion 
ip an indepcndant company about the 

year 
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year 1745. Accident placed him near 
the perfon of the late D — of C-«-. 
This was a convenient fituation for 
him to employ his natural talents, 
which led him only to the knowledge 
of mankind — fo far as they could be 
rendered conducive to his private inte- 
rcft or emolument.— He fludied the Ge- 
neral's difpofition— became mafter of 
it, and was unllmitedly fubfcrvient to. 
the dirtieft of his paffionsj — by this 
means he attained preferment, and foon 
gained the dignity, though not honour 
of a Captain. 

Amongft the foldiery, thofe fons of 
hazard, gaming is a natural entertain- 
ment, which leifure as well as difpo- 
fition greatly improve ; — hut Captain 
Markwell difdained to purfue it under 

thofe 
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ihoCc idtas. To chance he had an in- 
delible av^rCon, and therefore radier 
ftudied the frauds than calculations of 
pla)^, which from a nattrral' propenficy 
he foon became a proficient iiu 

Throughout nature thcrie are ftrang6 
fympathetic attraftions, which are fuU 
as evident in the mental, as mi- 
terial worid; and though the caufe 
puzzles tile vanity of man to account 
for, yet the cfnd is mutually the fame— 
the combination producing ufeful and 
neccfTary rcfults. — In the army, evert 
commiflioned there are many, who, 
although polilhed in their externals, 
have minds formed for rapine and dc- 
ftruftion — with thefe he formed com- 
binadons, and their concerted plans 
foon produced him a capital fallicicnt 

to 
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to employ in more extended enter- 
prizes — to which his rank as an officer 
jgavc him opportunities — his connec- 
tipns' in life acquainting him only with 
the bafcft, part of the ^reat. — ^From 
them he concluded that reputation, 
friendfhip and love, were, the mere 
Tefult of money-^only*obtainable by 
hkCiir. itv therefore "became; his princi- 
pti puiiuit, and he accumulated with 
a rapidity ana fiiccefs beyond concep- 
tioo« -•'->■ ■.-•■■.■' 
-..:'■.:.•■..;•■'■ . • . 

^ Thenjisadefire placed in the heart 
of every man to continue himfelf in 
pofterity, and is ei^ually urgent in the 
\>a& aS'virtuous chargder, when even 
the n^me ha& been polluted with a 
thou&nd yU}anies, yet they wi(h to 
communicate it unchanged, through 
Vol, II. G eternal 
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•eternal generations. — Captain Mark- 
well influenced by thcfc motives hai 
frequently entertained thoughts of 

itna'trimbay— butthe infidelity of tfie 
fafhionable ladies (foi? the Tirttiouis 
were far from hinfi) had dillurbed hi» 

jefolutions. 

In this dilemma his wa(her-woman''« 
daughter coming in, he accidentally 
faw her, and was pleafed with licr 
fwect, lovely and chearful dilpofitiont 
Ihe was in .her thirteenth year, a time 
when beauty joined with innocence 
lias all its force. — He lent for her mo* 
iher, who acquiefccd with his propofals 
to educate her at his own expence, 
and if agreeable to his wifhes at a fait- 
able period he intended to marry her. 
—In confequencc a milliner and man- 

tua- 
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tua-makcr were employed, and (he wa$ 
immediately fent to an«min)ent board- 
ing-fchool) und^r thccharafterof a near 
Telation, and he frequently vifited her 
at thisicminary of female accomplifh- 
nients, and every interview encreafrd * 
this firft placed afFeftion.— His noftiir- • 
nal hoiirs were employed in ftrtpping > 
the fpendthrift heirs of many mifera,^ 
who, unuicd to the oeconomy of life, 
were attempting to fill up at the gaming 
tables the chafms that prodigality; l^ix- • 
iiry, and folly had made in ^heir for^ . 
tones, in which they arc generally difap- 
pointed by the fraudulent confedera-' 
■cies of the regular gamefters, who, 
^pmg them of the remaining ftock; 
tkcy become vidtims of wrctchednefi- 
G z or 
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or defpair, firquendy fallijig a lacii- 
£€e by that hand which kind nature 
«npowercd for their fupport and de- 
fence* — — Impatience, the confe- 
<]ucnce of unregulated love, urged 
Captain Markwell to- bring home his 
intended fair, axid the nuptials were 
cdelH-ated wh^n fhe iiad juA .attained 
;tbe age of filteeo. 

Mrs. Wilkins was in reality the 
fiftcr of Captain, Mark wcU-r— but not 
jxdblickly acknowledged as fuch.-The 
education fhe had received at her fa- 
ther's bar, taught her ceconomy j but 
her early familiarity with vice had 
routed out every feed of real virtue^ 
and (he retained the maxims qf her 
parents, adminiftering to the vices of 
others, whilfl: produftive of gain to 

her- 
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fierfelf. — She had mairicd the man of 
her wifbes, with whom fhe lived foiue- 
years in conllanc dilcord and miferyrr^ 
fee dying, flic was received : rnio her 
brother's houfe, the roanagem^ftt ef 
which had for fome time previous u> 
this marriage been under her direftions^ 
and- care — and it was thought neceC- 
.fary to continue her in* the. fame fitua-- 
tion, as Mrs. Markwell was wholly 
unacquainted with thofe qualiQcationS' 
which would ever difgrace a boarding 
fcRool tutorefs to profefs ; — ^befide tho* 
Captain confidered his lifter as a ufefirl' 
fpy, imagining that her affinity andt 
dfepcndance would fufficiently attaclk 
her to his intereft, and prevent any 
intriguing conduft in his lady, which* 
after marriage he was grown extremely 
, fearful of. — But Mrs. Wilkins was; 
G 3 not: 
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notpleafed with this addition to his 
family, whom fhe confidercd as a bar 
to her intercft and future expcdtations; 
i— her dcftmdlion therefore became ne- , 
cejSary, which fhe immediately fet 
about.—- But a plan of this con&-* 
quence required time^ as a too haftji^' 
execution might leave fome eflentiat . 
avenue open^ which would kad to a 
difcovery of the whoIe» and turn the 
fcale of ruin upon hcrfelf.— - 

She therefore waited with a degree 
of patience, that would have done her 
honour in a virtuous affair.— ^A full 
year pafTcd with perfeft harmony, and 
the happy pair were bleflfed with a fon. 
—A young fox-hunting buck of fortune 
whom the Captain had fixed acquaint- 
ance with on the chafe, and vho occa- 

fiQnally 



fionaHy vifited the family, was folicited 
ro ftand godfather for the child.-Beforc 
that time he had not taken particular 
notice of Mrs. Mark well, but now' 
grown more familiar; he viewed her 
with a vicious regard, which Mrs. 
.Willqns. obfcrved with raptures, de- 
termining to aflift his defigns. — Cap- 
tain MarkwcU was frequently obliged' 
to attend a Chancery fuit in London, . 
.yfhich was filed againit him for the re- 
covery of an .cftate he had obtained by- 
play. This gave repeated opportuni- 
ties to Mr^. Wilkins to bring them to- 
gether, as if by accident, without 
being fufpedcd by either as the caufe^ 
and always contriv^ed fame little bufw 
jiefs as an apology for leaving them 
alone -Flattery foon found an opening 
to the heart of N^rs. Markwell, which 
G 4 had 
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had never been confulted in the choice . 
of her hufband, and opportunity invi- 
ting to the completion of their wifties, 
their indulgences were repeated with- 
out referve, and Mrs. Wilkins enjoyed 
the happy profped of her fucccfs with 
the greateft tranquillity. — She knew the 
iaipatient difpofition of her brother to 
revenge, and concluded it would be 
imprudent to intruft him with the fc- 
cret, until the proofs of conviftion were 
at hand. — She therefore delayed it$ 
completion to the moft perfeft, though 
diftant period. — The long vacation 
taking place, Captain Markwell was 
not called from his country retirement 
during that pleafing interval, but the 
courts of law opening on its termina- 
tion, he was obliged to take leave of 
his fair, who was all impatience to be 

bleflcd 
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.Wcflcd by her favourite; — thU Mrs;^ 
Wilkins concluded would be the crL- 
tocal time. — It was the general cuftom- 
of the Captain to take his own carriage 
on the firft day,, where he lay all night y 
from thence he proceeded next morn^- 

.ing poft on his journey^ Captaiii' 
Mark well had been gone about three 
hours, when. Mrs. Wilkins fent ofF a^ 
private meflenger on horfebacky with a- ' 

. letter intimating that Mrs. MarkwelE 
was in a- very dangerous fituation, re-- 

»quefting the Captain*s immediate re- 
turn — and he arrived, in- confequencc 
9t his houfe about midnight, where* 
the trufly and afFe(5lionatc lifter wag^ 

• waitmg with filcnt gravity to intro- | 

. duce him txy his bed chamber — but 

.how great was his confternation when^ 

i«;bcheld Mrs. MarkwcU aflcep in the 

G 5 arms* 
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arms of another. He would have pro- 
ceeded to vioknce, had not the coot 
advice of Mrs. Wilkins prevailed, who 
recommended his calling in his fcr- 
vanis to bear teftimony of their guilt, 
by which Ihe propofed his obtaining a 
divorce and damages. — The confe- 
quences took place, and they are 
feparated for ever, and the real, 
though difputed offspring, was fent to 
be nurfed at a diftance from its fa- 
ther. — Mrs. Wilkins's artifice daily in- 
creafcs the ideas iy£ uncertainty, who 
expefts if fhe does not quite exclude 
from, yet to fhare with it the fortune 
of her brother. — With thefe expe<aa- 
tions (he ufes every method to hinder 
a fecond marriage, and adminifters 
to his vices as the only means of fec«- 

lily. 



rhyr— By the fame vehicle, I was ia» 
•formed, that Captain Markwell hav- 
ing feen me by accident with Mife 
Matthews, on his lately going up to 
London^ had given inftruAions to 
this infernal fifter to procure me for 
his purpofes againft his return. — The 
thoughts of my fituation frequently 
overwhelmed me with grief, and one 
day when a flood of tears were giving 
;vent to my forrows, the Captain was 
\inexpe£tedly introduced by Mrs. Wil- 
jcins.^— His appearance gave rife to the 
moSt fearful apprehenfipns, and I con- 
cluded my ruin was inevitable, and 
on her leaving the room, fell on my 
koees foliciting his protedlion. — He ri- 
diculed jny complaints, aflertkig I was 
thcfiril ftrolling player he ever knew 
pretend to virtue, and that I (hould 
G ^ not 
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not have the leaft reafon to repent the 
favours 1 fhould grant him; that he 
would leave me for a little time, and 
return when perhaps I was in a better 
dilpofition to receive his vifits. 

In about two hours he again made 
his appearance, and feemed much in- 
toxicated J — he drew a chair near ftie, 
and fat him down, and urged famiTia^ 
ritics that were very difagrceable^ 
which I oppofed, attempting to appeal 
to his reafon, but without effeftv^^i^^ 
he was adlually proceeding to violehcc, 
when my cries, which I feared were la 
vain, dirc(5led fome perfons to the 
door, which they forced and entered 
armed to his great furprizc — f<ir he 
knew his fervants would not interrtipt 
him,^— They proved to be a party of 

Sir 



Sir John Fielding's people, fent down 
to apprehend him on an indi£tment 
obtained for perjury, in the chancery 
fuit before mentioned. 

Whilfl: all the family were in conftr- 
fion at fccuring Captain Markwell, I 
grafpcd the blcffed opportunity, and 
made my cfcape to a relation's, who 
"I had recollefted, during my confine- 
ment, lived a few miles diftant from 
-the place. It was the miftrefs of the 
family to whom I claimed relation- 
ihip ;— (he was a fecond coufin of my 
mother's, had been left an orphan 
•with a deetnt Jmall fortune, which 
her guardian attempted to defraud her 
of. — But my father fteppcd forth her 
•friend, welcomed her to his honfe, at 
the requeft of my mother, where Ihc 

rendered 
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rendered herfelf ufeful in the family 
way, and behaved in a manner thac 
gained her univerfal efteem.-— Her for- 
tune being recovered, fhe propofe4 
boarding in a cheap part of the coun- 
try, intending rather to increafe than 
leffen her income ; but my father re- 
quefting her to take a few months con- 
jQderation, the refolution was delayed. 
In the interval Mr. Rowland, a yeo- 
man of good repute, being on a vifit 
to his uncle, faw her at church with 
the family, liked her appearance and 
manner, and enquiring after her con- 
duft and fortune, found them fuitablc 
to his wiihesy and requefted an inter- 
view. 

- My father was confultcd on the af- 
fair, and being fatisfied from the un- 

cle. 
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.ck, a plain worthy man, pf Mr. How- 
land's circumftances, temper, and pru- 
.dence, confentcd j— the vifus were re* 
peated once in fourteen days, the dif- 
tance and attention to his land not con- 
veniently permitting them more fre- 
quent. In this manner three months 
.clapfed before' the marriage enfued, 
which was celebrated at my father's 
houfe, and the next mornbgfte took 
her leave with a heart, agitated with 
gratitude for his goodnefs ;— her new 
fituation required attendance and care, 
and her family encreafihg confined her 
at home, — Some years had paffed fince 
(he had feen me^ and it was therefbiie 
impofiible ihe could know me at firfl: 
fight, but on mentionmg my hame^. 
and relating my ftory, Mrs. Howland 
rccoUcScd my features, received 

xne 
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me with tears and joy, of begged me 
•to Qc down until fome refrefhment was 
provided — ^for I was greated fatigued,, 
more from the agitation of mind than 
length of the journey. With this apo- 
logy (he left the room, but foon re- 
turned withMr, Rowland,, whom Ibc 
had been confultingon the occafion, 
and they jointly oflfercd me their houfe 
as an afylum, until matters fhould be 
accomodated, which they hoped 
would not be long for my fake. 

When the heart is opened to hofpi* 
tality, the divine image (bines forth in 
the countenance of man, and ipeaks 
confolation to the di(lre(red, which the 
,mind that has felt can only entertain 
a full conception off-, — their manner 
and repeated a(rurances had this effe&, 

and 
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and when the evening was finifhcd, I 
retired to bed, and enjoyed a calm 
fleep until day break, when the inno- 
cent and chearful bufinefs of rural life 
calls forth to taftc the bleflings of exif-i 
tcnce. The family were juft up, and 
the good mother was engaged in dret* 
fing her fweet pratling offspring— 
wJiilft they entertained her with a thou- 
land little hiffories of their conduft 
and concerns, to which her attention 
fecmed fixed with a pleafure, untafted 
in. more elevated fituations. — Mr. 
Howland was vifiting his barns, cattle^ 
and fields, and regulating the bufinefs 
of -his labourers, by which he pur- 
chafed health, peace of mind, and the 
means of removing every want front 
his family — -his return was announced 
by the acclamations of his children, 
t * who 
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who met him with joy, each ftrivkig; 
but without envy, to obtain his^ fcniks^ 
and approbation.*-On his arrival the ' 
breakfafl: was got ready, but without 
the lead figns of hurry and inbpa- 
tience \ and the general fummons being^ 
given by Mrs* Howland, the little fi» ' 
mily were foon feated, each taking 
their accuftomcd place with the grcat- 
eil coolnefs and decorum-, as they 
finilhed, which was not long, they 
retreated, the eldeft to their allotted 
engagements, and the youngeft to their 
play. — A little time was then devoted 
to confidcr on proper methods for ac- 
quainting my father with the parti- 
cular fituation I was then under, and 
my contrition for the grief I muft have 
caufed him from my hafty and incon- 
fidcrate condu6l, — A ftranger arriving^ 

we 
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we were obliged to defer the determi- 
nation until a more convenient oppor- 
tunity ; though it was almoft refolved 
upon that Mr. Rowland ihould be 
the perfonal mediator, and fet off for 
that purpofe the next morning.— The 
ftr^nger was a ftiort well fed man, with 
ftragling, ftrait black hair, his nolic 
rems^rkably bulbous at the extremity, 
his countenance rather fluihed and 
pimpled, hk clo^ths long and plain^ 
and his hat, which feemed immoveable, 
of an enormous fize. — He made his 
entrance without ceremony, neither 
looking to the right or left, and haf- 
tening up to Mr. Howland, with an 
outftretched arm laid hold of him by 
the hand, which he (hook violently, 
fuddenly pronouncing, with an audi- 
ble voic^ *' How art thee, friend 

How- 
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Rowland. '"i — A chair was reached,-?- 
he was defired to fit down, ^hich he 
immediately complied widh;-r-andi 
placing his nole to his llick, held 
down his head for a few minutes in 
perfect filence 5 when, giving a great 
groan, he recovered his uprightne6 
of countenance, and looking round 
with an affedled fmile of chcarfulncfs^ 
enquired if friend Howland^ had fold 
his laft crop of peafc. — Bcihg anfwcred 
in the negative, he replied, then per- 
haps, friend, thee mayeft be difpofed 
not to keep them for thine own ufe 
wholly, but fell a part thereof to thy 
brethpen, not thy brethren I mean 
only in the faith, but ihy brethren 
through Adam in the flefti. — To which 
Mr. Howland anfwered, he wanted to 
kll ihcai, as at prefcnt they lay in his 

way> 
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^ay,' and he Tcqoircd dnly a market 
price. — But pray give me your hat M f, 
(Gabriel Ropefand,*— as the weather is 
hot, and it feemsi to incommode you, I 
'will hang it up. — I thank thee, friend, 
replied he, thee knoweft I am one erf. 
thofe- people, in derifion called qua- 
fcet^, who boweth not the head, nor 
bcndeth the kntt to man, and there- 
fore, though I labour under inconve* 
niences therefrom in this life, — yet I 
muft bear a tcftimony to the truth, in 
regard to the world to coriie. 

I could not helpbbfervingto friend 
Gabriel the impropriety of his argu- 
ments, that putting off his hat as a 
naajSter; of; iCon^i]^ie<toy^' : had riot&ing 
to do with boM^ing thfthe^; as thc.ce-' 
xeinony might be jperformpd with a 

deter- 



determined ftifiiieis of neck ; and that 
of bending the knee at the requeft of 
man, he had already icquieTced with; 
when he fat down at the defire of Mr. 
Howland, which office could not be 
performed without it ;— -and therefbie 
what was really meant by fuch injunc-. 
tion was, that men fhould not pay di- 
vine honours to each othei; whkh wfM 
too frequently the <:a£e ahiongfl: the 
unenlightened an tients, as in the in- 
ilance of proud Nebuchadnezzar ; but 
that it could: never mean that men 
fhould fet afide the terms and modes 
of refped;, and become rude and 
rugged.^^ 

I had not equine done fpeaking before 
friend Gabriel broke h) upon me, with 
axroarfcncfs of feu&d and manner that 

fuj> 
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for|jr}f<fd me,_ftyiog, with a great 
4«dL jpf w^rnKh, — Yp^ng woniajn, thee 
^fee«i^fl;.i(>.rfdicule the truth,— *thee ar? 
Ijgjt^ aA4 £rothy» and faaft;iiot wic-i 
A(0ed the w^ter lof regeneration j—^ 
and Ifhtn the t?;uth doth come upon 
theCt. it .will codie like a mighty, whirl* 
wioid, tearipg up by the . roots all thy 
xamal afiedtions ;.-*—. then wilt 4:hou 
quake and tremble, and be fhaken in^ 
deed* and wilt not be afhamed of the 
neiw name that is given thee^ r-i Mr. 
Howland, being ajgood asnd honeft 
man, never ^quarrelled, about: thd 
modes of religbii^. always confidering 
a virtuous man as the moll valuable 
tnendber . of ibdecy^ and. the formal 
kypOfcrite as the moft deMlablejr— a 
great pait o£ wh&cjh hjekof^w^ioade up 
the ^diara&cr of friend Ropefanid.— He 

there* 
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therefore turned tke uble of difcouft 
tipon the peafe,' which was coming 
home to bufinefis and he knew-frieiid 
Gabriel could 4ifibrd lum' the- beft 
price, as they were of a remarkaUe 
fine yellow colour, andwovld-beftfuit 
his puipofe (for he was a manufac- 
tun^r of fiour of fiiu(tard^' iandctbty 
are a confiderabie-ar^eiintlieifi^vay; 
«--A bargain beinginadc^^JlCr* How- 
land and friend Gabriel went out to 
fee them meafured, and loaded, for be 
would not truft to the integrity of a 
brother or fifter in- the faith v nay, even 
though they were called tdtravel — and 
the publick miniftry of truth.~-Juft 
whendinner was ready- they returned, 
-^nd friend Gabriel's f(^le of ^fullnefs 
did not - coincide WitK ' the> dej^ee of 
fclf-denial he fcemed to {)rofeft-r— for 

when 
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vhen the cloth was removed the peafe 

jvere paid for, and an additional bat- 

.tle being, propofcd, he readily acqui- 

deed, and turning yp his eyes, faid 

r-** Friend Howland, thee art a man 

^* of prudence, and I would advife 

*^ thee to retrench the fuperfluity of 

' *^ thy habit i-<*that button on thy hat» 

. ^* thofe crpls pockets in thy coat,, ace 

'^ not only fuperfluities but vanities, 

*' and vanities are unpleafing to the 

^\ Lord."— ** But, why not," an- 

fwered Mr. Howland—" Thofe crofs 

" pockets on your waiftcoat, and 

** thofe plaits on your fliirts, where fb 

^' much attention and care have been 

" itakento render regular^— are not 

*^ ^hpfe equally^ vanity, and confe* 

'^ q^ently equally difpleafing Mr« 

««>opefand?'^ 

Vol. II. H Tm 
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'To -which •friend Gabriel repUedy"— 

'** Thee art a ftranger to the light— 

*** thy fpiritual eyes are daf kened by 

•** thy carnal ones — reafon, vain rca- 

-** ion, will lead thee to error, and 

'" confufe thy ways •,— But the light 

•<* within will gviide thee«ven in the 

^* darkeft -night, and lead to the rcfig- 

*^ nation to which J am arrived. — ^Tbc 

-** world now bears no weight with 

*' me, for in it I am a mecr fojourner^ 

** waiting with a patient refignation, 

«< —and wifh earneftly friend How- 

V land to be diffolved. 

In this manner he continued, until 
^evening coming on, Mr. Howland in- 
formed him, that he had not a i^re 
^bed|— -and xhe faint's religious dif-. 

coorfd 
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c<>urfes being frequendjr interrupted 
by the "hiccough, he was not in ji con- 

/ Edition tx),go to an ihn» about a mile 
0^9 witheot fome afliftance :— ^a fer- 
vant was ordered to get a:n additional 

'horfe ready, and attehd him t6 the 
place; — his Intoxic^tiofi was rather 
fuddcn, the caiife, Mr. Howland not 
[ JiifpcSiing, until he pelceived the ef- 
Icft.— The ale being eriiptied into a 
mug, as "brought iip, this fon of felf- 

^deniai, when it canrie to his turn, had 
taken care hot to refuft himfelf a 
Jull itiarcf, modera?fcly dririking three 

* -fourths of the quantity hinifdf; 

Mr. rtowland was looking atten- 

tively at bal)riel, ^heh the laint broke 

forth—" What art ' thee looking at 

** (fays he) thee may 'ft perhaps in the 

H 2 l\ vanity 
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*« vanity and wickedncfs of thy heart, 

*' conclude that my nofe hath recchred 

** its incrcafc from ftrong drink ; butt 

^< affure thee in fimplicity aiid tlnuth, 

•' thee art wrong— thee knowcft my 

*' worldly vocation leadetli nric to the 

^' manufacturing of muftard, frdm 

^' whence arileth (irong cffluvias, 

•« which particularly affcfteth that 

^^ member ; and the inflammation that 

*' was caufed therefrom, hath from 

" time to time been confirmed by the 

** prefTure of my fpedtacles, which 

^ an increafe of years compelled mc 

*' to wear •, and therefore, friend, in- 

*• ftead of cenfure, as caufed by age 

*^ and • infirmity, is rather worthy of 

*' diy veneration and cfteeni.'* 

The 
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.The horfes being ready, a fervant 
i?4S ordered to attend him with a lan- 
t^prn arid candle to the inn, as tb^ 
Ql^ilic was rather dark.—-* 

''X. .-. - . 

., In. the morning I had foKcited "Kits* 

l^Iowland to make fome enquiries af- 
tei: Mn Charles Sommer^, and (he 
lyul accorduigly fcnt a trufty perlbn 
R> the lodgings where he had left me^ 
which being but a few miles diftant, 
tht returned (foon after the impertinent 
bypocrliehad taken his departure) and 
informed lis, that the utmoft intelli- 
gence file could obtain from the per- 
[qn vho^I^cpt* the houfe. was, that a 
yoimg gentleman fome time paft had 
taken lodgings there, with an agree- 
able young woman, whom they fup- 
H 3 pofed 
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pofcd bad been one of the players thiHr 
lately performed in that neighbour- 
hood ; they continued with her fomf 
time, — and what wa3 rather rcmarkr 
able under their circumllances, lafd 
in feparate beds ^*-r-that the gentleman 
took a joqrney, propofing ta return^ 
but It was imagined merely as an apo- 
logy for quitting his iniftrefs^ who 
foon after left. her. apartments andi 
went off with a young bflicer for 
London ; — .but, contrary to their ex- 
peftations the gentleman did return, 
and,, ottf being acquainted with her 
condufl,. was ftruck with aftoni(b- 
ment — recovering a litfle from his fur- 
prize, hq feemed not to credit the af- 
fercion, but. was referred. to the Poft- 
Office inn, where he immediatel][ went, 
and the fervants confirmed the account 



% haii.alread jf. received.r— He orderec^J 
a ppjd-ch^ife to b€ got read)^ drani^.a^ 
little brandy, as-thfe fcrvants were putr 
ting the horfes to. the carriage,, and^ 
%emed,« when he gave the p.oftillion;<i 
iQftruAi905, to be under ^fieat agony- 

of mind* »-This -ftrange account,, 

a great. part of which I Knew .was falie,» 
difturbed me ; and, when X retired tQ^* 
bed, banifliedeyery: degree of deep ^ 
until day break^: durjng, which. time-|.^ 
revolved.every circumftanc?, and con-- 
eluded, that the perfon where we hacji 
taken lodgings,, was privy to Mrs.% 
Wilkins's villainous conduft,, and had^ 
contrived- the artful- ftory. to deceive' 
Mr, Sommcrs, and miflead his enqui- 
ries — and my fpirits were greatly^ agi- 
tated from being unable to limit th^e 
mifcriesthat would -probably be the: 
H 4. con— 
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confcqueoce c£ our firft imprudence* 
-*I was called up to breakfaft more 
early than ufual, as Mn Howland pro^^ 
po&d fetting off for my fathers i and^ 
when we were feated, he entertamisd 
us with his man Petet^s atcount 6^ 
Gabriel R6pe&nd*s evening adventure^ 
whkh wai^ as follows:— fA part of 
their road led through a grove of trees,' 
Biuch frequented by a number of owls; 
a circumftancc which friend Gabriel 
was noc in the leaft acquainted with.— ^ 
When the two travellers reached the 
retreat of thofe ferious inhabitants, the 
approaching light diflurbcd their 
folemn contemplations — immediately 
on which feveral of the offended fagcs 
direfted their flight with violence to 
the objeft of their hatred, and, by 
driving the lanthom out of Peter's 

hand, 
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nand, recovered their former impene- 
trable darknefs, and then turned their 
ricfcnrmcnt'on friend Gabriel and Pe- 
ter, whom they hooted and cuffed j-^* 
during which Gabriel entered into 
prayer, petitioning to be delivered 
from the buffettings of thofe fpirits ot 
the evil one. — The owls being tired, 
returned to their companions onr the 
trees, who received tliem with ftotes 
of approbation ; but the faint believ- 
ing them real demons, continued to 
utter broken fighs and groans in con- 
cert. — Peter could not avoid laughing 
at the fear, ignorance, and fuperfti- 
tibn of the muftard dealer, who he re- 
quefted to take upon him the direftion^ 
Whe Kad "profefled himfclf peculiarly 
favoured with a light within, whicb> 
he concluded, would in their prefent 
H 5 fituatioxi: 
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fituation be of particular benefit.— 
•• Young man" (replied Gabriel) 
** knowcft. thee not that it is impoffibtc 
•* for light and darknefs to dwell toge- 
•* ther. — Confider, we are at prefent- 
** under difpleafbre, for otHerwife 
** thofe angels of darknefs would not 
** have been permitted to take upon 
" them carnality^ during the feafdn 
•* we have been hooted and buflfetted j 
" and perceiveft thee not the fmell 
*• they have left behind," — 

His difcourfe ended, but was fol- 
lowed with fevcral continued fighs and 
groans, which Peter requefted the faint 
to explain the meaning of, and was 
anfwered — " Friend, haft thee not read 
" in fcripture of the fighs and groans 
•• which cannot be uttered,, then con- 

ccivfft 
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^^ccivjeft thee not, young man, thofe' 
^^ are the fighs and grpans fo fpokea 
;*..Qf." — They continued in filence for 
Ibme time, when Gabriers horle mak-~ 
ing a fudden (top, tumbled the rider ^ 

* over his head,' and he fclKuppn an ia&* 
j{bat lay fleeping pn theroad-r-the anfc- 
mal furprifed at the unexpeftqd load, ^ 

•'ftartcd up, ran' forward,, and dif-- 
charged him into a ditch — Peter fooa ■ 
reached him, and found him on his * 
knees in the water, praying that his ^ 
life might be prolonged for a feafon, to " 

. enable him to wafh away, with tears 

• of repentance, the ftains and ppUu-; 

tionsofhis foul, — ^Pcter defired him to * 

be of courage, get up, and 'mount his - 

hbrfe, which he had bi-oiight him,-His * 

advice was followed, and Gabriel ^ 

H 6 mounted,'. 
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mounted, but would not proceed, nn- 
til he had related the circumilanccs of 
his tranfition, in the following words. 
I was meditating and confidering 
upon the power of the evil one, and 
tis manner of afflidting the good 
man Job, when, on a fudden, the 
animal I befi^ode Hood ftill, and dif- 
charged me on the bbdy of a being of 
equal magnitude with myfelf. — I 
clafped it with my arms — it imme- 
diately rofe from its couching place,^ 
and conveyed me with rapidity and 
filence, — its hair was long and rough, 
and I concluded it to be the father of 
fin, who had taken upon him a carnal 
form for a purpofe of writh — my 
prayers prevailed, for, at the moment 
of deftrudion, juft as the earth was 
opening to receive and feparate mc 

from 
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from the fact of man for ever, it fmf- 
xicnl^ diiappeared, and lefc mc where 
thee now fiacfeft me. — ^Pcter laughed, 
.at his fears». but the faint perfifted, for 
. his fpirituaV eyes were open ; and he 
would havfc perfifted while he lived, 
,luui not the braying of an afs clofe by 
^ his elbow put him to filcnce, which he 
never broke until they arrived at the 
inn, where Peter left him, and re- 
turned home. — After breakfaft Mr. 
HowlftndL took leave of his family, 
propofing to return ia three days — ^he 
wa^ putifhMl to faji^ time,, and arrived 
on the appointed evenings as we were 
drinking tea.— He found my father 
overloaded with anxiety, blaming 
hirofelf for the repeated indulgences 
' he had granted me, concluding them 
the fole caufe of my deftrudtion. — 

When 



When Mr. Howland informed him^f 
was fafc, and a€ his houfe^he was 
fomewhat comforted, but concluded 
it prudent to let me remain with Mf* 
Howland^s family feme little time, .as 
he was determined to fell his feat in 
Qxfbrdfh'n^, difchai^ his- fervants^ 
and retire to his eftate in« Wiales,'— On 
enquiring after Mr. Sommers, - Mr; 
Howland begged to be excufed until 
morning, as he was fatigued, and the 
narrative rather long. — The following 
day, when the children were with- 
drawn from brcakfaft, Mr. Howland 
Jfegani and confirmed the account of 
the meffenger to his fetting off from • 
the Poft-houfe inn •, from whence he 
proceeded to London, and vifi ted every 
public place of genteel entertain- 
ment,Jn hopes to meet with nae,. but 

in* 
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m vain.^— His warm paffion Ibbfndihg 
give way to indifference, bat' as he 
otice h^d eftreemed me the beft of wo- 
men, concluded that infidelity was the 
prevailing charafler of the fcx — with 
this idea he gave a general toofe to his 
cbhdua, and his good fenfe became 
ftibfervient to debauch^ery, diflipatidii, 
arid intrigae.— One evening, at Vkvtx^ 
Hall, when he had made- too free with 
the bottle, he obferved a gentleman 
of the military enter the gardens, with 
a demi-rep of his acquaintance. — ^He 
approached them wifh a rudenefi he 
would have dcfpifed at a cooler mo- 
ment, and claimed the dukinea, as 
the companion of his'viCe at a foritter 
' pcriod.*r-She, with' all the artful (im- 
plicity of her profeffion, denied her 
knowledge of the man, foliciting* htr 

prcfcnt 
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prefcnt favourite to prote£t her from 
the infult. The officer retreated with 
her to a retired walk, and Mr. Som- 
mcrs followed them to the place, re* 
newing with eqital impropriety his im- 
pertinence and abufe: — a rencounter 
immediately enfued, and Mr,. Som- 
mcrs was wounded in the groin. — ^It 
was not then looked upon by either 
party as capital, and Charles, con- 
fcious of his deferts, withdrew, with- 
out even enquiring the name of his an- 
tagonift J — a hackney coach conveyed 
him to his aparments, and an eminent 
furgeon was fent for to drefs the wound, 
who acquainted Mr. Sommers, that 
his fituation was more dangerous than 
he imagined, from the vicinity of fome 
capital fccretory veflels, an inflamma- 
tion of which muft be attended with 

death;. 
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death ;-r- that he fpund his habit 
ftrongl/ inclined to a fever, and he 
difcovered he had contrafted, from his 
imprudent conduft, a complaint not 
6£the moft delicate nature i the whdk^ 
of whifch combining at that critical pe-r 
rioidv he feared would furnlount eyerf 
endeavour of the art — ^Mr. Sommetl^ 
then faw^ but too late, the confeqwn^ 
tes of imprudence :— that our paffions 
fhould never lead, but always follow 
our und^fftanding •,— -that, when even 
they were permitted an indulgence^ 
though not immediately in oppofition 
to virtue, yet their fecond, or futurtf 
cffefts, will always i-each to deftruc- 
tion. — He thought, but could not dif- 
cover amongft his new acquaintance, 
a friend,-^but recoUeaing a fcrvant 
of his mother's, who had married in 

tawn,^ 
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town-, he ftnt a meflenger fbr^JJirrsL 
and fhe immediatdy came andtwahioi# 
on him as a nurfe. — She was* a:\roimnp 
of remarkable! prudence and- goodne^' 
of heart ;' and CO her lie cbmiiKfanicated 
the troubles of his* inmd;^Ih'/the> 
ftiortiing a letter 'wasvdiTpatched'tQ'Jitt^ 
lather^ who arrived on the followin^i 
day, ^ but« at a< time when his fbn*s nn-* 
derftanding Wais loft ia> deliriunit and 
only befpoke the inward conviaiioM 
of his foul, without being able to re- 
ceive the confolation of a parent.— 
The fever encreafing, hindered a lucid 
interval, and the fucceeding morning 
terminated- the life of this young. gen^ 
tleman, who-might have livedran orna- 
ment to fociety, had he continued to 
regukte his conduft by virtue and pru- 
dence^. Durng Mr. Howland'5 rela^ 

ting^ 
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tmg this unhappy/ event, T had feant 
upon! my handkerchief, and fillfcd if ^ 
With tears, and in attempting to rife 
fipm my chair, my fpirits failed me, ' 
ai)d I furik fainting to thc'flbbr. — Mt^.- 
Hbwland performccJ all tliel klhd oB^l 
fees of a friend, aridcortifortcdme at' 
much as in her power-, but the ideal 
brought on a melancholy, which- in- a 
few months greatly impaired any 
beaith^— 

In thfs interval my father had got 
fettled in Wales,^ and, being ac* 
quainted with my fituatidn, * Ordered' 
me home — I took leave of Mr. How-* 
land's family with, regret, their friendly ' 
condud: having raid" me undfer the 
cjeepeft obligations. — My father re- 
^iyed^tne with an affcftionate warmth, 

much 
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much beyond my cxpcdlations^ but 
my health continued in an uncertain 
fuuation for fome time» and my phyfi^ 
cian recommended travellingi corn* 
pany, and ezercife,^ as the . mo& 
probable means of recovery. -— A, 
maiden aunt^ intending £o yifit a. 
near relation, ia London,^ propoTed 
ftaying with them the winter.— 
This convenient opportunity offer- 
ing, I was fixed upon for her compa- 
nion, and, having provided the Teve- 
ral neceflaries for our journey, we fet 
off» atended for the firfl: ftage with 
an antiquated old batchelor, who 
frequently favoured my father with his 
company, and, from his aukward of- 
ficioufnefs at this time, 1 concluded 
was an admirqr of txty aunt's^ but 
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4)tovcd in the ^nd-iny/i weeded hu A 

band^^-r^WctreaQJted ;tlle;;capUM with- 
out any material accidtnt, and the fa- 
thiix. received; ^» with a ch^arfui po* 
litencfs. Their Connedions were 'of 
^e genteelefl: rank, and every diay 
vprodUcdd Jieyr fcenes of pieafure.— ^ 
: ^MfjLtttiatiQA. hping amufed, my hea}th 
recovered, my ufual^-diearfidnefs of 
difpofition took, place, and fpring 
made its approfich with an acceptable 
. gaiety* *— The furamer commencing, 
: -nBrrpropcffe4.returmng.into Wale3^-T' 
/ littt.^I^./mculy infiftedupon condi^ft- 
: ' ing iisrirt their carriage to Bath, where 
.tiv^:5verd- going to enjoy the fcafpn. 
: lbWftS2ia:tbis ji]>vwneyjy/e. accidentally 
: > metv^r, -X^tl^s^ Beaumont, , ^s /e- 
* i latcA^ih. ihe : fitft- volume 5 — he di^ed 
.iMnUifliik^an4/wef>al)i..»gceed that rhi$ 
:\iu.: perfon 
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perfon and manner beipoke the bene^ 
fictnt unafFeftcdJfine getitleiiMtn. 

• It is unnecefTaiy praceeding fbitlier 
in my own particolar •hiftorjr ; Ac 
reader is already acquainted with every 
'"eiTential circumftance; jontil the day 
of myhappyitiarriage with Mr; €%ai^ 
Beaumcnt.-i-*--^ 



Mr. Beaumont's father was a gcn^ 
tleman of independent fortune, and^ 
during his minority, made the grand 
tour of Europe, in company^ with a 
young nobleman; whofc family was 
unhappily attached to the emigrant 
remains of the exiled Stuarts.— On a 
vifit to the young Chevalier, when at 
Rome, they mutually agreedto attend 
him, if he Ihoiridtvdr peffonrfjy at- 
tempt 
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nicmpt the throne oif Great Britain*— 
^r. Beaumont, the father, before en- 
'tering on his travels, had fixed his af - 
"fe&ions on a young lady of remai-kable 
'fine perfon and accomplilhments, ai\cU 
on his return to England, renewed his 
addrefles.-— When he attained the age 
«€>f twenty-one, that day celebrated, 
with the greateft happinefc^.hii; jbidth 
and nuptialk.-— A xkUcate*prudent af-* 
-fe£tion regulated their condud:^ and 
they * continued itt> enjoy ^n .uointer- 
' •hipted haxmony, 'Until that period ar- 
Tived when ^ ever .zealous Scots, 
.T -watchful for ^ Suitable opportunity, 
- ^openly fupported the claim;of that un- 
• fortunate ad venture4-«-Upon his. being 
publickly proclaimed, Mr. Beaumont 
vhiitened to the ftandard, . whfcre iia- 
4ca£dingi but efcaping^ ttewcommofi 

perfonal 



\ 
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perfonal calamities of lyar, he wfi 
obliged to fly from that .country,, wbofe 
laws he had violated, and feck r^fpge 
in a neighbouring kmgdQm.-^Having 
particularly diftinguifhed htmfelf in 
that caufe which he had endeavoured 
tofupport, he was excepted in the g^e* 
neral a6t of ^ace, l^is ei^ate.cpnftf- 
cated, and his banilhment cg^r/kied ; 
-in which fituation Mr*. Bf auniont af- 
fc£tionately attended him.-But depen- 
dency, infult, ,and difappointment, 
brought on an habitual grief, which 
wafted his health, and death put an 
end to his afilidions. Mrs. Beaumont, 
being left with a fon and daughter, re- 
turned to £ngknd, and retired on her 
fortune (an eftate) near .Windfor, 
which, though not. great, .was fu^- 
cient,.with ojpconomy, tQ.repder.thcm 

pcrfcftly 
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ptrU&hf indcpendeot* The m^re- 
meat fuited her nadancholy fituatioD^ 
03 ^ving her an undifturbed opportu- 
nity to employ her time, care, and 
^ndei;^anding). in the education of her 
fihild^u. The d^eds of their natu- 
re dflfpoiitioos were attended to, vnth 
the kinddOt iACsotion of arming them 
with an habitual philofophy, tocoun- 
tfiitai^t their influence, and operations. 
-^Their Modcrft^ndings were opened 
CO beneficence, aod every viiiiue was 
encreafed, but regulated hy the necdf- 
iiiry rules of prudence. The qnutual 
dependency, pegcc^ and happinefs, 
refulting fi-om iuch cgnduA, united 
the little family with the flronged: tiei 
of gratitude and aSb£lionate friend- 
ihip. 

Vol*. IL 1 When 
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When her fon Charles arrived at 
the age of fcventccn, an eftate in Ire- 
land of five hundred pounds a year 
devolved to him by the death of a near 
relation, and he made choice of his 
mother, in conjiinftion with a neigh- 
bouring clergyman, as his guardians. 
This gave an agreeable Opportunity 
for providing Charles with a preceptor 
at home, without hazarding his virtue 
or principles, which the early liberty 
and bad examples, too frequently met 
with at the univerfities and public 
fchools, are apt to deftroy. — She 
therefore engaged Mr. Benfon in the 
family for that purpofc, a fcnfiblc, 
learned, fober young man, who at 
that time was a curate in the parifh, 
and had great expeAation of prefer- 
ment in the church. Mrs. Beau- 
mont's 
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months continued frugality conAdera- 
bly encrcafed the young gentleman's 
fortune, whi(ih, as it accumulated» 
was placed in the funds in his name. 
^-On that birth-day which the laws 
h^ve determined as the criterion of 
maturity, Charles arofe more early 
than ufual, went out, but returned 
againft breakfaft^ when his mother 
congratulating him on the happy event, 
prefented hini with a written account 
of her truft, which he received with a 
heart fenfibly warmed with gratitude, 
returning thanks for her continued 
care and goodnefe, — ^He rang the bell, 
took out a fliect of paper from his 
pocket, wrote in it, and ordered the 
fervant to fign it as a witnefs j his fitter 
entering the room, Charles begg;ed her 
acceptance, — flie read the contents, 
I 2 and, 
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ind, turning td her mWhcr, commti- 
nicatcd them, who was douWy bkfled 
in finding him a generous fupport to 
her daughter, and alfo that his firft 
aft of power was dircfted to bcneE- 
•cencc. — An agreeable party had been 
engaged to enjoy with them the happy 
day, which was Ipent in innocent 
gaiety and cheerfulnefi. — In the even- 
ing Mr. Bcnfon rcceired a fetter, rc- 
quefting his attendance on the Arch* 
bilhop of Dublin, who was then on a 
vifit at Bath. — It was determined he 
fliouW fet off in the morning, and 
Mr. Beaumont agreed to accompany 
him, propofing to entertain himfelf a 
few weeks with the enjoyments of that 
place. On his return he Hopped at 
an inn at Speenham-Lands, and, be- 
ing alone, was requelled to dine with 
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n gcoucl p^ut]f„ oa the road from the 
cajxifal* It was them be firft faw mcy 
but cauld not di^co^^er noynamej the 
impreillon was then agreeably flight, but 
every day iacreaied the ideai and each 
obje&m which he conld trace the le^ 
fymmetry, afliftcd to £Ls» not remove 
)ki$ paifion* In tl^s fiuiation he coo* 
foiled bis friend Mr, Benfon^ who was 
theor preparing to take pofldHon of a 
Hving in Irehuad-^wha coelly enquired 
if Charles was informed of nay characr 
ter, and fituatton in life, which pru- 
dence required bioi to be fully ac- 
qoainted with, before overtures of » 
ferious nature could be made,, and 
begged him to confidcr the feveral 
mental qualities and accompli&mehts 
that were abfolutely ncceflary to rea- 
der the marriage ftate happy, without 
1 3 which. 
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which, the liciiation not admitting of 
a mean, he muft meet with confufion^ 
difcord, and deftrudion, — He (lop- 
ped, and on Mr. Beaumont's acquaint*^ 
ing him that he was totally a ftrangef 
to my name, family, or refidence, 
how great was Mr. Benfon*s furprizt^ 
who, in return, treated him with i 
delicate ridicule, being in hopes, that 
a paiCon fo fuddenly placed, might be 
eafily rooted out in its infancy :— bur, 
finding his miftake, he returned to 
cool reafon, whofe influence he con- 
cluded would have the dcfircd cffeft, 
as Mr. Beaumont had hitherto paid a 
regard to its direftions. 

AsfuchMr.Benfon recolleded every 
poffible argument that he thought con- 
ducive to that end, urging the necet 

fuy 
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fityof his notgiving entertainment to 
a paffion, which might render him per-^ 
/cdlly mifcrable, and which, perhaps," 
upqn a nearer and more feriou^ view; ' 
the objeft might be quite unworthjr 
of^ his regard and efteem, and, per- 
haps, inftead of love, deferve his de- 
teftation,— -To which Mr. Beaumont 
^returned, it was highly ungenerous to 
cenfure, without knowledge, of the 
perfon or fa£bs, and that he was con- 
fcious that fuch exprellive perceptibn 
and goodnefs, could only live to blefs,' 
and be blefled, and, unlefs he had the 
good fortune to difcover and obtain 
.her, (and his refearches had been in 
vain) his life fliould be devoted to 
wretchednefs and mifery;^ and con- 
cluded with a figh that bcfpoke the 
deepeft diftrefs- — Mr. Benfon again 
1 4 urged 
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ui^d his r^gukdng his paflSbom fey 
reaibn, which the divisKity had placed 
as their diirdtor, a0eiting chat it vfU 
more than probable the very hdf he 
had feen had previonflf eng^igpd her 
tlk&kftts^ 8S file cdidd act htfve evM 
feached that age nithduf bdhg di(^ 
^AgtiHbed bj ibme happy waA «mki^ 
ribus young genttrmaa, tirhbm kM 
fbnuoe bad placed wkhin Che cirtle ef 
hct acquaintance ^'^and it was poflX^ 
the joinncy was in confcquence of iti 
taking place.— -Thefe laft argusaents 
as tearing up bis hopes which he had 
placed in a continued enquiry, dif- 
traftcd his very foul, and he was al^ 
moft frantic with defpair, which Mu 
Benfon obferving immediately defiftcd, 
concluding it moft prudent to fcem to 
give way to his inclinations, and, by 

degrees. 
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degrees, not cocnpel^ but lead them 

afide from the objeft of their purfuit, 

as a direft oppofinon muft have led to 

his deftrudion. — As fuch, the few 

hours Mr. Benlbn had to ipare, were 

devoted to the fervicc of Mr. Bdiif^ 

mont, with him concerting plans whidh 

might moderate and direft his en* 

4)uiries. ' « ' 

The time drawing near wKeii RTr, 
Benjbn was obliged to quit the fanily 
to proceed on his journey for Ireland^ 
and finding Mr. Beaumont^s reafon 
could not be fufficicntly exerted to blot 
out the impreflion that love had made 
in his heart, but oh the contrary feemr- 
ed to give way to a thoufand chi- 
meras: — in this fituaation he found 
it highly reqijifitt to leave him under 
1 5. ■'' the 



the influcDce of fome being, whofe rea- 
fon might ftep in as an auxiliary.— He 
did not heiitate long, for there had ex- 
ited for fome time paft a ftrongplato- 
nic, but yet perfedUy pure fricndfliip, 
between Mifs Beaumont and bimfelf— 
he therefore determined, for he was 
confcious of the goodnels of her fout, 
and the great attachment ihehadto 
her brother's happineis, to extend, 
even without leave, the confidence 
that had been placed in him, not from 
a difpofition of facrifice, but principle 
of benefiting the perfon whofe caufe 
he intended to betray. — He therefore 
communicated his knowledge and 
opinion to Mifs Beaumont,, and taking 
an affcftionate leave of the family, 
whofe wiflies were engaged in his hap- 
pinefe, fet off for Holyliead in his 

way 
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way for Dublin — but Mr. and Mift 
Beaumont's attention was turned to a 
moft fcrious point — their good and 
kind mother was unexpededly vifited 
with a nervous fever, which fcemed to 
baffle the utmoft efforts of the faculty. 
«— In this fituation (he perceived the 
approach of death, and earneftly re- 
el uefted her diftreffed children to con- 
tinue in virtue, unity, and love. — 

As her body weakened, her foul 
(eemed to ftrengthen — ^her hopes cn- 
creafed, but her affeftions leflened to 
the objefts of this world, and Ihe fub- 
miffively refigned with expedations of 
kindnefs from that God whofe dire<»* 
Vioni Ihe had obeyed. — ^ 

16 Mr.^ 
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Mr. Beauitiont -and his fiftcr re^ 
thtined inconfoleablefaraconfiderabtft 
time, and their heakhs yifttt greatl]/: 
Ibjored by giving way to their forrow^ 
-^-^ut conlidcrirfg they could not by 
ioch means recall their h>fs». fubmitted 
todieiblxcitationffoftheirfnends^ and 
agrfced, as thefeaibniwss approadiing^, 
to viflt ScarbbroOgh.Sjpaw.-Thc gaiety 
of the place foon rcyiyed Mr. Beau* 
mont's regard for hid then unknowa 
fair one, which he attempted to con- 
ceal from his fiftciv but without ef- 

fca— 

She perceiving his happineis really 
dependant on the difcovery, afliftcd 
him in every enquiry they could fug- 
gcft, but in vain^— After employing 

two 



fwa years in a fruitlcfs fearch through^ 
mbis kingdom^ Mifs- Beaumont pro-* 
poied his vi&ing Ireland^ eipeci^ly ^ 
be had received fonie intkna^ns . of 
the bad condudlof a perfon>. whom he 
had entxufted with the management 
of his eftate-*his remittances, havin^^ 
been delayed under common and.aiikr^ 
ward sqpolQgies^— -they, thetefore deten^ 
termined ta fet off for Park-gate,. 
as the feaipn was remarkably fine^, 
where taking the Captain's cabbie m- 
a Dublin packet^ they foon gained* 
the oppolite ihore, and were received- 
by theirifiend Mi*, fieoibn with chear- 
&hiefi and joy^ who affifted Mr;. 
BeaumoQt in. fetding his affairs,, and 
puniihing the villain, who bad de^ 
fraudtdbim* 

1^ 
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They found it neceffaryno ftay in 
Ireland fome time, and during the iia^ 
tervals of his particular engs^ments, 
Vifitcd every gay circle of puUk cois 
fequcnce; but, notwithftanding the 
number of Hne beauties that country 
afibrds, Mr. Beaumon^s heart feemed 
fteeled to their charms, and an impft- 
Qcnce was foon manifefted in him to 
return to London, being ftrongly pre- 
pofTeHbd he fhould meet with ibc 
there. — 

He accordingly foKcited his friend 
Mr. Benfon to take upon him the ge- 
neral direction of his affairs in that 
kingdom, which havingobtained, they 
fet off, and arriving in the capital took 
ihouie in Cavendifh Square, refolving 

never 
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hftver to qutt the kingdom until hr 
had dHcovered me, when the acciden*' 
tal adventure of the a^yertifeo^ent 
prdved the meahs of obtaining . whfii 
his taboured refearches would ntvcf 
have gained* : 

We have now been, married fbtia^^ 
time, and I find in my Charles not 
only a fufceptibiUty of lovc^ but aM 
the qualifications neceflary to retain 
that tender deiicate paffion^ which diir 
tinguifhes it from the wi(hes of brutes. 
— ^His condufl: is ever regulated by 
the calmelb leaibn, and their motives 
mfluenced with the tendered: regapd, 
and he only receives pleafure in diSii* 
fing its Tweets,, therefore to adin coiv* 
tradi6tion to him would be oppoQi^ 
reafon, aSedion, and love—as fuchl 
--• am 



tm Happy in fotlowing the intiinaiions 
itf his wilhes, and by obednioc reap* 
Ueflingt and: joy.— *The cmly painful 
taM we haM fince felt was- fiDin Mifi 
Btewnonty whom we both kyre.?— f o^ 
ibme time (he had rather avoided than* 
joined our chearful amuIenieAts — at 
which dme her chamber betiame her 
Bdreat^^A fettled, mdanoh^ly feemcuL 
<• ham gained poffiifionof her fouV 
andrfhe waa difturbed when either tf: 
us attempted to^ gain a ihare of her 
fiyrrow.— -•We concluded love to be the 
caufe, but could not trace the objeA. 
of her affeftion^^a kngujd paknefss 
attacked her complexion, which be- 
fore was* florid and chearful^ and a 
re^lar decay was haftening her to ai 
foiod* 
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,0m dni we pepeived a letier frpM 
Ml. Bej^^jftfiquaiiiting ui wkh M» 
kMNttioa ^{Niykig t vifit to JUnidMi, 
tod thM Jbd utCMded ihcci$plia|; ^W:k» 
viunibn during <)» ftif .^^W^ ebfisnre^ 
Ob jaelaifag the circumftaneey tbftt: iMir 
ckcda ^owedv md (HUttciredher upokn 
the occsfida^ ^t flic afinincd ati :i£^ 
fefted grtniy^ wiuftsd to horae aihtr 
limes». and accafed us of ludaKfiH^^ 
we blazned ouifdv€S^ iiapatiog^ Jmt 
change of difpo&tkmto her wahtilC 
health i-«-bttt the following week af^ 
forded us a dlikgreeahle ccnfirmadoa 
of the thought we had eiitertained.r*<% 
Mr. Benfon havijng ineinioacd '» h»; 
letter, thai he ihould &il in^the Jbioai 
Packet, we feafchcd xkt ncwji-papcre. 
in hopes of ixceiving morlligcnce o£ 

hl^l^ 
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her arrival in {bene port, but were 
chagrined with reading an acconaC, 
of the tofa of thatveflel, with whoni 
e?ti7 paflenger perHhedr— Poor Mila ^ 
Beaumont felt £iinting into the arma 
of her brother, who f^pportcd hef-^ 
ihe recovered, but fo exceffivel^ weak 
diat it was thought requifite to let her 
reft.iome little time on a.&pba» and 
then remove hereto bed-~Whilft hci 
brother and every female attendant 
were engaged, the footman tapped at 
the door aod acquainted us the phyfi- 
fician that had been fent for was come 
•—the fervant was immediately ordered 
to dired him to the room,— As Mr. 
Beaumont was afFedionately kneeling 
by the fide of his fitter,, and fupport- 
ing her head on his brcaft, he could 
not look round to the gentleman as he 

came 
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came in,— I therefore requcfted hiii 
ftcpping forward, faying, I was glad 
to fee him/ a^ I hkd been urtdef 
great apprcheitlions the 'lady^ would 
really' have died before it was poflibte 
for hithto arriw, and idmihifter to 
her relief. 

The inomcht I fpoke hiv eyes wer^ 
fixed on him, and he feemed greatljf* 
cbhfufed, — but immediately advan- 
cing, laid hold of her hand, la- 
lutcd it, with tears gufliing from his 
eyes, and fell on his knees, without 
fpeakfng a word. — Mifs Beaumont 
gently recovered her head from her 
brother's bofom — her fpcech returned 
— and her checks glowed with gentre 
blulhcs. — Mr. Beaumcfnt difcovered 
his friend, and, rifing up, Ihook him 

geQtl]f 
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gendy by the hand» congracutatnighh];! 
«n his.cfcape.*- They withdrew to ao 
Ibdjoining room^ and the evefliog 
dn^wing. oo» Mift Beaumont retired 
to her chambers— bat my pjrefence 
vaa roquefttd to prepare tea for the twor 
gentlemen ^ Mr. Benlbn was intro« 
duced as himfelf, who before had been 
takea for a pl^Hcian -r- His^ being 
(Ufappointed in obtaining bills of ex- 
change for the balance due to Mr.. 
Beaumont^ had compelled him to de- 
fer his palTage till the next packet, by 
which he h^d happily efcaped the ca- 
lamity of (hipwreck.— He was very 
inquifitive after the caufe of Mifs. 
Beaumont's complaint* but the truth 
was cautioudy avoided until the fol- 
lowing day, when, taking Mr. Beau- 
ojpot. afide,^ he acquainted him with 

his 
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his advancement in t;he {:hurcb, -his 
general fituatipn in life» and tb^ regard 
tife .I\^^ V>qg; eptertaineif for JMii^ Beau^- 
mont^ „a^rting that hjs teal bu0n^ 
ip town was ta obtain hisApprQbattoo^ 
^it^out >yjjuch.he»wpvld ^^ prefunor 
to addrefe thejoung lady. 

Mn Beajjmpnt^ r^jpicin^at tbe oa^ 
tual, regard^ cxpiaipfd the fccne in 
which, though; :Mn 6ejif(^ w^tlitp 
principal character; yet wvl then hp 
was a ftranger to the cayie^ . Mr; 
l^eaurnQnt fpUcite^d me. to becpoie ^ 
parc^, 9iid,<^og)pwnU:3l£ Mir*£cj^^ 
propofals to his (iitery— -I cheai;ff4^ 
accepted the office, happy in being the 
mefTenger of ^iad tidings.— -His vifits 
were accepted, ^^d /he coniulted her 
/broChei^on the occaiQoh. 

Within 
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" "Within the fpacc of a tnondi the 
tnarriage was agreed upon, without 
fo much as faying one word about for- 
tune. Mn Beaunfiont delired my 
lopinion, as he had at that time an of- 
ibr made fo purchafe of him the little 
cftate which had been his mother*s for- 
tune ; the price offered him being con- 
flderably beyond it3 real value, on ac- 
count of its fituation in the center of 
a iargejr eftate. I preflcd him to accept 
the propofals, and prefent one half of 
its produce to his fitter as a jointure, 
as her former thoufand pounds would 
anfwer their immediate family occa- 
fions. 

My advice was accepted, and they 
arc now married with all the p/olpc^ 

■' "' * * ' c^f 
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of a continued happinefs, — and are 
-only detained until we can fettle our 
affairs.— With my fortune, which was 
fixed in truft for my ufe, on our mar- 
riage,^ at the requeft of my dear 
Charles, we propofe to purchafe an 
eftate which is contiguous to his in 
Ireland, at prefent to be fold,— ^Tbat 
bufinefs being done, we intend to 
take a journey to that chearful king- 
dom, where we hope to fit down with 
virtue and happinefs until the end of 
aurdays. 



FINIS. 
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The chrec following NovEis arc 
in the Prefs, and will fpeedily 
be publiftied, printed for R. 
SNAGG, Paternofter-Row, 

I. The LOCKET T^ 

O R, 

Hiftory of Mr. Singleton ; 

In 2 Vols* i2mo. 

By the Author of Emtly^ or. The 
Natural Daughter. 



2. The MEMOIRS 

O' F A' N. . 

Unfortunate Lady of ^j^ality. 
.. ^ In 3 Vols.^ 

Printed on a fine Fools-Cap. 
K 



"' ; ., : ■■ ■ . •• .-:. ,:*■■? 
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^ V Fottodei, on Fads. . 

In 2 Vols. lamp. 
By a young Libertine reclaim'd. 

Once tn it wild is. n^.fuchfotU 2>^- 

But 'tis fo pU /# rmttU /rantk 
:' Rate, ..■■•• 



The following Books are this Day 

publi/hcd by -R. S N A G G, 

Patcrnofter-Row J 

I. 

In one Vol. handfomcly printed 

on the fanm^ Si«t Paper and 

Print as Dodfley and Pearch^ 

Price 3s. fewed, or 3s. 6dl bounds 

A New Edition of 
A COLLECTION trf POEMS, 

The Pfoduftion of the- Kingdom 
of Ireland, feledted from a Col- 
ledlion juft publillffd in that 
Kingdom, intituled, 

TheShamrocke^ or Hibernian Crejfes. 

This Seledion is made with Judgment and 
Tafte.— ili/i/i//>i^ Review^ Augujl 1 773. 

In this Colle^ion are many fruly vahiahU^ 
and ekgant Posmsy for the Perufal of which 
we are much indebted to the Compiler. 

Mknthly Revinuy OSfoher 1772. 
ThisMifceliaoy contains feveral pretty P^ems. 
Critical Review^ Deccmbir 1772- 

IC a, 



. ' B O d X S pobliihed by 
ELSE FAIR and EVANDERj 

A P O E Mt 

Founded cm Fad; j 
Being, an hiflorical NarratiVe of 
two unfortunate Lovers^ whom 
the Authpr relieved in Carolina 
- in the Year 1766. Price as. 



3* : 
POEMS on VARIOUS Occasions. 

A copious Poem, accurately de- 
fcribing the late grand Review 
of the Fleet at Portfmouth, is 
included in the above. 

Price iS. fewed. 



R^ SNAGG, Paternoftcr^Row. 



The R O B I N 5 

OR, 

Ladies Polite Sangfier \ 

Contaiaing a new^ and choice 
Collection of febe moft favourite 
Songs^ Duets> Cantatas^ &c# in 
which are included fevcral Songs 
never before publiftied in any other 
Colledlion . Together with an al-^ 
phabetical Index to the whole. 

To which is prefixed^ 

An Addrefs ta the Ladies qfQreaf'^ 
Britain. • " ; 

Price 26. fcwcd, or 2s. 6d. bounds 
in red. 
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•BOORS publiOied by 

5- 
The POLITE PRECEPTOR; 

O R, 

Improving Moraliji i 

Confifting of a choice Collec- 
tion of Relations^ Vifions, Alle- 
gories, and moral Eflays, feleded 
from the moft eminent Englifh 
Authors; compiled at the Requeft 
of a Noble Lady^, and defigncd for 
the Ufe of Schools. 

* Delightful Tajk! to rear the ten^ 

* der "Thought^ 

*. To teach the young Idea how to 
^ Jhootj 

• To pour the frejh InJiruStion o'er 

^ the Mind, 

* To breath th' enlivening Spirit,. 

* and to fix 

• The generous Purpqfe in the glow^ 

* ing Breafi! 

Price 3$, bounds 



R. SNAGG, Patcrn«(!cr-R(»wr. 

6. 

W a M A N's W I T^ 



Q R, 



An elegant Amufement for the 
Fair Seocy 

Confifting of an original and 
brilliant Aifemblage of ingenioos 
Witticifms, poignant Repartees,, 
fhrewd Sayings, fafhionable Bon 
Mots, facetious Anecdotes, &c. 

The whole being a Fund of 
genuine Wit and Humour, di- 
veftcd of Ribaldry and Indecency; 
and of courfe peculiarly adapted 
for the Ladies. 

"Fick'd out from many a curious Store, 
A genial Part we bring \ 

We've Wit at will\ and, what is 
more, 
We\e Songs for thofe tbatfng. 

Price u. 



B OOJLS pttbliAed hj 

LORD CHESTERFIELD'^ 
WITTICISMS; 

Sn&f Grand Pantheon of Genius:,: 
Sentiment p and ^ajle^ 

Containing^ befides all his Lord- 
fhip*8 genuine Bon Mots^ and other 
Sallies of Wit, every Thing lively 
zn^fpirited that ftands recorded in 
the Beau Monde; with a Number 
of valuable Originals. 

True Wit is Nature to Advantage^ 

drefsd. 
What oft was thought ^ but ne'er Ji^ 

well exprefs'd. 

Pope,. 

Price iB*^^ 



R. $NAOO» Patemofter-Rowr, 

.8. 
The F R I E N Pi 

OR. 

for Touib of both Sexes i on tie 
mofi important SubjeSts % 

Exemplified with Stories fromVeal 

"■ " "' '■ h augbt fo fair 
In att the devy Landjfcape'ofme 

Spring f . - . .'! 
Jn the bright Eye of Hejper in the 

Morn f. 
Jn Nature's faireji Forms? Is augbt 

fofair 
As virtuous Friendjhip f 

Price 28« fewe(L 



BOOKS pvthSikU, &c; 

^• 

The WINTEU ME1>LEV^ 

Amjiment far tU Win Sidt i 

Coataiiung*. 

A extnotu CoUe^oo of enteiv 

taining Stories, interefting Novels, 
remarkable Tales, curious Anec- 
dotes, Eflays, Allegories, ficc. &g. 

I*rice 2S. 



